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OVERVIEW 

Author       Chyngyz Aitmatov, born in Sheker, Talas, Kyrgyzstan, was a leading Kyrgyz writer of the Soviet 
era. His father, Torokul, fell victim to Stalin’s purges, and his mother, Nagima, raised him under hardship, 
influencing his depiction of strong maternal figures and perseverance. Bilingual in Kyrgyz and Russian, 
Aitmatov began publishing in 1952 with short stories, such as ‘Ak Jaan’ (‘White Rain’), ‘Tunku Sugat’ (‘Night 
Irrigation’), and ‘Asma Kopuro’ (‘The Suspension Bridge’). His breakthrough came with the novel Betme-
bet (Face to Face, 1958) and Jamilia (1959). Collections like Povesti gor i stepey (Tales of the Mountains 
and Steppes, 1963, Lenin Prize) and novels such as Kyzyl Jooluk Jaljalym (To Have and To Lose), Botogoz  
Bulak (Camel Eye), Birinchi Mugalim (The First Teacher), and Samanchynyn Jolu (The Mother Earth, 1963) 
explore moral and philosophical themes. Later works include Janýbarym, Gülsarym! (Farewell, Gulsary!), 
Ak Keme (The White Steamship), Erte Jazdagy Turnalar (The Cranes Fly Early), Deniz Boiloy Jortkon Ala 
Döböt (Piebald Dog Running Along the Shore), Kylym Karytar Bir Kün (The Day Lasts More Than a Hundred 
Years), Kyjamat (The Scaffold), Kassandra Tamgasy (The Mark of Cassandra), and Toolor kulaganda 
(When the Mountains Fall Down: The Eternal Bride, 2005) blend folklore, social commentary, and 
environmental concerns. His essays and dialogues, including В со авторстве, с землею и водою (In Co-
authorship with the Earth and the Water), reflect his commitment to human dignity. 

Novel        The Cassandra Mark (The Cassandra Warning)  is a dystopian, science fiction novel written in 
Russian and first published in 1994 in the journal Znamya under the title  Tavro Kassandry. The novel was 
translated into Kyrgyz by Tolomushev Myrzayan and published under the title Kassandra Tamgasy in 1996.  
It was later published in German, with a translation by Friedrich Hitzer, as Das Kassandramal in 1994, and 
subsequently translated into Ukrainian by N. Kulish under the title Tavro Kassandry in 2018 and into Uzbek 
by S. Koraev under the title Kassandra Tamgasi in  2014. The novel was translated into Turkish by Mehmet 
Özgül, Fatma Arıkan and Serdar Arıkan and published under the title Kasandra Damgası in 2021.  

Background          In Aitmatov’s literary career, The Cassandra Mark marks a second major stage after The 
Place of the Skull. The novel is Aitmatov’s philosophical response to the ecological and spiritual crises of 
modern civilization, which he called “the error of the twentieth century. Using fantasy, he delivers a moral 
warning: the cosmic monk Philotheus claims a mark on a pregnant woman’s forehead can show if a fetus 
refuses to be born into a world of suffering and evil. The Cassandra Mark symbolizes humanity’s moral 
decay and responsibility, serving as a warning to prevent civilization’s collapse rather than a prophecy of 
doom. 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C6oIoLnUqjE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v0MeH1tQDl8


MAIN CHARACTERS  

Philotheus / Andrei Kryltzov – former Soviet scientist  
Robert Borck – futurist and writer   
Anthony Junger – former aide to Oliver Ordock  
Oliver Ordock – presidential candidate 
Runa – prisoner recruited as an ‘incubator’  
Jessie – Borck’s wife 

SYNOPSIS   

The story takes place in the United States in the late twentieth century. Futurist Robert Borck returns from 
Europe, reflecting on his recent book presentation. During his flight, he learns of a sensational message 
from the ‘cosmic monk’ Philotheus to the Pope and humanity: humans can now choose whether to be born. 
Philotheus explains that embryos can sense a harsh, unhappy fate, and some may even become a source 
of new evil.  If pregnant women are exposed to specific rays, some of them develop a small mark on their 
forehead.  The small mark fades as the embryo accepts its future life. Philotheus calls it the ‘Cassandra 
mark,’ after Cassandra, the Greek prophetess who foresaw disasters but was cursed never to be believed. 
After his discovery, the scientist declares himself the ‘cosmic monk Philotheus,’ seizes a space station, and 
begins to  send  beam to  Earth to reveal as many “Cassandra embryos” as possible.  The revelation sparks 
public outrage. Presidential candidate Oliver Ordock asks Borck for advice. Bork insists the discovery 
cannot be ignored. At a campaign rally, Ordock publicly attacks Philotheus’s ideas and accuses Borck of 
supporting them. Bork writes an article defending Philotheus. Anthony Yunger, Ordock’s former aide, offers 
his support. A hostile mob gathers at Borсk’s home. Ignoring warnings, Borсk confronts the crowd to explain 
his stance but is brutally beaten and dies on route to the hospital. At the “Cosmos—Earth” press conference, 
Philotheus is to explain his discovery. Overwhelmed by society’s negative reaction, he commits suicide in 
outer space before millions of viewers.  In the epilogue, Philotheus is revealed as former Soviet scientist 
Andrei Kryltzov, creator of X-births, assisted human reproduction. He recounts his life, scientific career, and 
eventual remorse. Anthony Yunger receives Philotheus’s confession and vows to continue the work of 
Philotheus and Robert Borck. 

SCENES  

Cosmic Deadline  Urgent orders sealed the newspaper Tribune’s doors as editors debated publishing an 
extraordinary statement. Choosing risk, they sent a cosmic document to press while the city slept, fear and 
exhilaration mingling in the newsroom. Above a sunlit ocean, a futurist watched continents pass beneath 
his plane, marveling at visions expanded by machines. Whiskey in hand, he reflected on power, prediction, 
and meaning, touring Europe to defend a book that tested his ambitions and admitted how little the future 
can ever be known, despite all warning signs. 

 Reflections Above the Sea After his book events, the futurist flew home, his mind busy with ideas for a 
new work about humanity’s future. He looked down at the endless ocean, thinking about unknown 
challenges ahead. Nearby on the plane, Robert Borck, the futurist, and an amateur photographer, watched 
the same sea through his camera. Suddenly he saw a pod of twenty whales moving together in perfect 
rhythm. The sight felt powerful and calming. He took a photo, feeling deeply connected to their strength, 
unity, and the vast world below the plane. 

Calling Home From the plane, Robert Borck phoned his wife, Jessie, excited about the whales he had 
seen below. Before he could explain, Jessie shared shocking news. The newspaper Tribune had released 
an emergency issue about a ‘cosmic monk’ named Philotheus. The monk, a former cosmonaut living alone 
in space, claimed a great discovery: humans might choose whether to be born. People everywhere were 
confused and angry. Reporters were calling, asking Robert to comment. Stunned, he wondered what the 
claim meant for God, humanity, and the future. 



The Cassandra Signal  A cosmonaut wrote to the Pope from space, calling himself a ‘cosmic monk’. He 
claimed that in the first weeks of life, a human embryo can sense its future. If that future seems unbearable, 
the embryo resists being born. This resistance appears as a small spot on the mother’s forehead, which he 
named the Cassandra mark.  Some embryos would resist the life ahead, marked by a tiny freckle on the 
mother’s forehead, rarely noticed by anyone. 

Targeted beam The scientist, Philotheus, not only interpreted its meaning but also found a way to make it 
more visible. He said that he was conducting a session of irradiation, sending a targeted beam from space 
toward Earth, which stimulated the awakening of the Cassandra embryos. The beam strengthened their 
signals, causing the faint freckle to fade and indicate life. He directed it across nearly every continent, using 
advanced technology to detect these embryos, blending science with human ambition and raising profound 
moral questions. 

A Moral Question  The writer argued that science could not ignore the growing number of Cassandra 
embryos, questioning why unborn children increasingly rejected life and whether the world caused their 
fear. He turned to the Pope, respecting the Church’s view that every embryo has a purpose, while many 
supported abortion and personal freedom, especially in harsh conditions. From orbit, the cosmic monk 
admitted sending rays revealing the Cassandra mark, knowing it would cause fear and chaos, yet he 
believed silence would be a crime. Human evil, he warned, passes through generations, creating a moral 
burden humanity must carry.   

Evil and the Cassandra Embryo  Evil has followed humanity through history, passed down by power and 
violence. The discovery of Cassandra embryos raises painful questions: some unborn children may sense 
the cruelty of the world and resist being born. Even if the mark fades, parents may remember it and feel 
doubt or guilt. From orbit, the cosmic monk revealed the mark, seeing violence, fear, and injustice on Earth. 
He warned that the embryos reflected humanity’s own failings and urged moral reflection and responsibility, 
not technology, to break the cycle of violence before it caused another catastrophe. 

A Final Warning and Hope   The cosmic monk, Philotheus, observed Cassandra embryo signals as 
warnings of humanity’s decline. Many parents might respond with fear, even choosing abortion in a world 
of hunger, war, and crime. He opposed abortion but knew it would not solve the deeper problem, which lay 
in human actions and moral failure. From his lonely orbital station, he studied these embryos and shared 
his message to tell the truth. He gave the newspaper Tribune exclusive rights to publish his letter, hoping 
some people would listen, take responsibility, and work to build a better, more moral world. 

The Dream and the News Robert Borck dreamed of swimming with whales in a burning ocean beneath 
two suns, fearing they would die. He woke, sensing the second sun symbolized a new danger for humanity. 
That morning, news of Cassandra embryos spread everywhere. At the airport, his wife Jessie met him 
excitedly with newspapers, laughing and teasing him about his “magic signs.” In the car, Robert skimmed 
the news but saved reading for home. They joked about thinking embryos and shared a funny story about 
a singing cyclist on the Rhine, laughing together as the world changed around them. 

A Feeling of Involvement   Robert Borck felt relief and guilt returning home with Jessie. The news from 
the plane weighed on him, making him feel involved and judged. Jessie was quiet too, and they understood 
each other without words. Robert decided to wait, reading the cosmic monk’s message carefully at home 
before speaking to anyone. On the road, they stayed in silence, discussing the strange news and its 
possible impact. Jessie worried about panic and crowds, Robert about genetics becoming politics. They 
shared calls and jokes with friends, laughing briefly but feeling uneasy, aware that something serious was 
unfolding. 

Whales and Humanity  Robert Borck shared with Jessie his dream of whales and two suns, linking it to 
unusual embryo signals. He recalled talking with a scientist about mass whales, mysterious acts reflecting 
life’s limits and wonders. Whales, intelligent yet speechless, seemed to respond to human actions, a “world 
mind” warning of moral duty. Flying over the Atlantic, Borck marveled at a pod, pondering their behavior. 



Back on land, daily life resumed with errands and calls, yet the cosmic message stayed with them, 
reminding them of conscience, responsibility, and humanity’s need to improve life. 

A Campaign Call  Late one evening, Robert Borck received a call from presidential candidate Oliver 
Ordock. Energetic and strategic, Ordock spoke about his campaign, engaging voters while balancing 
ambition with moral responsibility. He had risen from local unions to media prominence, mastering public 
sentiment and captivating audiences. Ordock confessed anxiety over the cosmic monk’s message about 
Cassandra embryos, unsure how to explain it to the public. Borck suggested international discussion might 
help. Their conversation mixed philosophy with practical politics, reflecting the challenge of responding 
thoughtfully to extraordinary forces while navigating electoral pressures and global attention.  

Confronting Philotheus  Oliver Ordock worried how to respond to Philotheus’s cosmic message and its 
impact on his campaign. Unsure whether to accept, reject, or ignore it, he called Robert Borck, who 
explained the message revealed deep truths about humanity, Cassandra embryos, and inherited flaws, 
urging people to face reality and responsibility. Ordock listened, thanked Borck, and shared a humorous 
story about his Hungarian name, “Ordog,” meaning “devil.” He jokingly offered Borck a consultant role on 
Philotheus, which Borck declined. Later, Borck reflected on morality, human struggle, and Cassandra 
embryos, writing late into the night as destiny entwined their paths. 

Night of Beginnings  Under the moon, new lives began, some ordinary, others Cassandra embryos 
signaling a wish to leave life through Philotheus’s cosmic probes. Whales swam silently beneath a distant 
lighthouse, their paths linked to Robert Borck, who at his computer felt connected to them all. The next day, 
chaos spread: cities, universities, and media buzzed with panic. Students argued, accidents occurred, and 
routines faltered. At home, Borck shared his unease with Jessie, both sensing the world unsettled by forces 
beyond comprehension. 

Unexpected Call  Robert Borck joked with his wife Jesse about becoming grandparents, though she 
worried about Cassandra embryos, especially Erica. As Jessie left for rehearsal, Borck felt strangely 
detached, reflecting on Philotheus and the cosmic monk. Soon, Anthony Yunger from Oliver Ordock’s 
campaign called, speaking Russian and eager to discuss Philotheus’s message. Yunger stressed the 
importance of Borck’s insights for the campaign. Borck explained he was no prophet, only a thinker, and 
reflected on how the cosmic monk’s revelation challenged beliefs about human destiny, civilization, and the 
troubling emergence of Cassandra embryos. 

Humanity’s Reckoning  Robert Borck explained to Anthony Yunger that Cassandra embryos were a 
warning, reflecting humanity’s history of violence and cruelty. He urged their message be taken seriously, 
linking science, ethics, and human destiny. As autumn leaves fell, Borck felt unease, struggling to focus on 
his article while anticipating debates over Philotheus’s message to the Pope. Distracted by thoughts of 
universal faith, he attended Oliver Ordock’s overflowing rally, where the candidate promised change and 
justice. Borck watched the crowd cheer, realizing the power of civic engagement amid humanity’s moral 
and cosmic challenges. 

The Warning at the Rally Robert Borck watched Oliver Ordock’s rally on TV as the crowd reacted to the 
cosmic monk Philotheus’s message. A teacher asked about the warning, and Ordock explained humanity 
might face danger. A woman screamed, claiming the monk had marked her, shocking the audience. Others 
rejected the message as interference, and the hall erupted with voices. Ordock struggled to calm them. 
From home, Borck felt pity for both Ordock and the frightened crowd, understanding how confusing and 
frightening such a cosmic warning could be for ordinary people trying to make sense of it.  

Chaos at the Rally At Oliver Ordock’s rally, a doctor shouted that Philotheus’s  cosmic influence must stop, 
and the crowd erupted with accusations of spying, controlling women, or being a Russian agent. Some 
demanded UN intervention. Ordock stood helpless, humiliated, while Robert Borck watched in despair, 
realizing the public could not grasp the monk’s warnings. Chaos reigned, and the prepared rally seemed 



meaningless. Finally, Anthony Yunger grabbed a microphone, reminding the crowd the event was for 
Ordock, not a cosmic debate. The uproar paused, giving Ordock a chance to speak and restore some order. 

Ordock’s Comeback Oliver Ordock seized the stage, warning the audience about Philotheus’s cosmic 
experiments and threats to humanity and democracy. His fiery, urgent speech captivated the crowd, uniting 
them and restoring his confidence after earlier humiliation. Listeners, men and women alike, hung on his 
words, cheering and fully engaged. Ordock named Robert Borck as a supporter of Philotheus, claiming 
ideology outweighed human safety, shocking the audience. Anthony Yunger protested the public airing of 
private matters, but Ordock’s momentum carried the hall. The speech cemented his authority, rallied 
support, and turned chaos into a dramatic victory.  

Ordock’s Triumph and Aftermath Oliver Ordock defended making his private talk with Robert Borck 
public, claiming it concerned humanity’s fate. The crowd erupted, chanting his name and ignoring Anthony 
Yunger’s protests. Ordock invited Borck to speak but warned that he and Philotheus planned harm, 
promising to use media to expose them. The audience cheered wildly, securing Ordock’s victory. Later, the 
broadcast ended. Jessie turned off the TV and phones, upset at Ordock’s cruelty. Borck stayed silent, 
comforting her as she cried. Both felt fear, pain, and uncertainty, unsure what the future would bring. 

 After the Knockout Robert Borck felt crushed, as if knocked out by Ordock and the crowd. Inside, 
everything collapsed, and he faced a choice: give up or fight for truth and justice. Jessie suffered too, 
comparing him to Socrates, destroyed by public cruelty. She urged him to decide. Robert resolved not to 
stay silent. He would finish his article for The Tribune and then speak at a press conference, trusting 
Philotheus’s warning. Jessie called it a painful war but promised support, turned off the phones, played 
music, and left him to write and prepare his response. 

The Signal of Cassandra   Robert Borck felt Jessie’s presence as he finished an article warning humanity: 
Cassandra’s mark on pregnant women signaled a genetic and social catastrophe born of neglect. 
Philotheus’s discovery showed civilization nearing self-destruction, like whales surging through dark seas. 
Near midnight, an owl watched Red Square flood with angry crowds demanding a return to weapons and 
lost power. Old slogans rose, banners called for tanks, and fear fueled the chants. The owl sensed a 
dangerous force awakening at the city’s heart. 

Tragedy on Red Square  In Moscow, on Red Square, crowds demanded weapons, profit, and power, 
fearing job loss, while nearby on Manezhnaya Square, pacifists and democrats protested the arms industry. 
Police separated them as journalists rushed between the squares. Two students quietly held signs: one 
against making humans live for war, the other warning she would sacrifice herself if it returned. As evening 
fell, anger boiled over. Fights erupted, police lines broke, and people attacked each other with sticks and 
posters. The young man was beaten for his sign, and when the girl tried to help, the crowd turned on her 
too.  

Borck’s Dilemma  Most of Borck’s Tribune article was ready, only the conclusion remained, but he felt 
anxious. Had he focused too much on Cassandra’s phenomenon while people ignored  Philotheus’s space 
discoveries? Politician Oliver Ordock had won the political battle, leaving Borck to show the truth. On the 
balcony, the autumn air stirred memories of moonlit golf fields and Max Freud’s warnings to escape danger. 
Borck recalled Max’s lost love, his family’s changes, and realized he had to confront Ordock, defend 
Cassandra’s discovery, and act without delay. There was no turning back. 

Midnight Faxes  Returning to his office, Borck paused at the mirror, red-eyed and gray-haired from 
sleepless nights, feeling the weight of battles with Oliver Ordock. Jessie arrived with stacks of faxes from 
Anthony Yunger, sent nonstop despite the late hour. Once loyal to Ordock, Yunger had publicly sided with 
Borck, risking his career to help. Each page pleaded, “For God’s sake, don’t turn off the fax.” Yunger urged 
Borck to expose Ordock’s lies or defend Philotheus’s truth, warning the situation was spiraling out of control. 
Alone, Borck realized he must act immediately. 



Yunger’s Midnight Warning   Yunger faxed Borck late at night, pleading him not to ignore the messages. 
He warned of protests against the “gene control” experiments, global chaos, Moscow demonstrations, and 
a student’s tragic death on Red Square after her anti-war sign provoked the crowd. Borck was alone 
defending Philotheus’s cosmic research while most opposed it. Yunger offered help, urging press 
conferences and immediate action. He reflected on humanity’s cycle of violence and moral decay, linking 
it to the Cassandra mark, and stressed that Borck must confront the world’s cruelty and defend truth without 
delay. 

Yunger’s Final Appeal  Anthony Yunger wrote to Borck in humility and concern. He said his thoughts had 
poured out during the night and that he feared for Borck’s safety. He suggested urgently contacting 
Philotheus   in orbit so he could explain how the Cassandra mark was discovered and prove its meaning 
scientifically. Yunger believed this clarification was crucial after Ordock’s manipulation of public opinion. He 
offered to arrange the connection through media and scientific contacts and pledged full support. He 
accepted the coming struggle and believed they had to win for the sake of society itself. 

The Night of Decisions  By 4:30 a.m., Robert Borck and Jessie sat quietly, reading the faxes. Jessie 
feared the chaos outside, while Borck reflected on Yunger’s advice. Ordock had unleashed a dangerous 
force, turning the public against Philotheus  and Borck. He knew the discovery of the Cassandra embryos 
challenged society’s beliefs, morals, and politics. Borck resolved to act, to defend the truth, and to involve 
Philotheus directly. He planned a press conference, presenting the scientific and philosophical evidence. 
Exhausted and anxious, they faced the long night, realizing the universe’s weight pressed upon them 
through suffering and responsibility. 

Morning Pressure  Morning light filled the room as Robert Borck faced the day, wishing he could leave it 
all behind. A fax from his frightened daughter in Chicago warned of city turmoil, while Jesse worried about 
their pregnant daughter. Borck promised reassurance, sent his finished article to the Tribune, and knew a 
harsh public battle awaited. Suddenly, their cat dashed inside, and Jesse held torn posters with threats and 
insults. Chaos from Ordock’s supporters had begun. Borck calmed her, acknowledged the danger, and 
focused on protecting his family while preparing for anything. 

Urgent Connection  Robert Borck found a cruel drawing labeled “Cassandra-embryo” and felt the world’s 
cruelty. Ordock’s speech branded them enemies, and a university fax forbade him from lecturing. Jesse 
brought an urgent fax from Anthony Yunger: a cosmic teleconference with Philotheus  had to be set up. 
Borck’s spirits lifted as Anthony explained that strong allies, media, and NASA technicians were on their 
way with equipment, arriving in forty minutes. Television networks supported the plan. Staying inside for 
safety, Borck and Jessie felt time accelerate, realizing a decisive moment had come, demanding urgent 
choices and action. 

World in Rejection   Anthony warned Borck the world was rejecting Philotheus’s discovery. Nations 
reacted with fear: Israel demanded protection, Russia accused betrayal, China feared demographic loss, 
and India called for concealment. Criminals, extremists, the military, and entertainment industries protested. 
On the road to Newbury, Anthony saw angry crowds heading to Borck’s home. Protests erupted worldwide, 
including near the UN in New York. In Newbury, people gathered outside Borck’s house, throwing stones 
and holding threatening signs. Borck waited anxiously for police and Anthony, understanding that fear and 
resistance had sparked a global crisis over Philotheus’s discovery. 

Facing the Crowd  Borck stared at the angry crowd outside his house, strangers united in fury, shouting 
and burning his portraits. He knew the dangerous power of mobs and decided to face them despite Jessie’s 
warnings. The crowd called him a criminal, waving signs and newspapers, while police struggled to control 
them. Borck tried to speak about humanity’s responsibility, but a woman attacked him, and the mob joined 
in, dragging him into the garden. An iron bar struck his head. Anthony Yunger arrived too late, and Borck 
was airlifted to the hospital, dying on the way.  



Storm and Omen  At that hour a powerful storm raged over the Atlantic. Weather services sent warnings, 
planes shook badly, and passengers were told to stay seated. The ocean showed its danger. Only the 
whales moved on, swimming together like a single body, fighting waves and darkness, driven by a force no 
one could explain. Far away, night covered Red Square in Moscow. High on the Spasskaya Tower, the owl 
waited for its hour to fly. Uneasy and restless, it sensed that something important and tragic was happening 
in the world. 

The World After the Killing  The emergency “Space–Earth” press conference went ahead and was 
broadcast worldwide. Before it began, chaos spread through the media after the murder of futurist Robert 
Borck. TV channels reported global reactions. Polls showed a shocking result: most people approved of his 
killing, only a few condemned it, and many were indifferent. Protests against Philotheus   erupted across 
countries, driven largely by nationalism. Prison riots broke out, sailors refused to sail, and unrest spread 
everywhere. One demand dominated all broadcasts: destroy Philotheus , stop the signals, and end the 
threat from space. 

Waiting for the Voice from Orbit The hall for the press conference was overcrowded, people standing or 
sitting on the floor, eyes fixed on the stage and the huge screen showing Philotheus from orbit. At the table, 
Anthony Junger and TV host Walter Shermet appeared tense; Shermet forced a smile, Junger looked 
inward, exhausted and shaken by Borck’s death. Silence filled the room, charged with fear and anger. That 
morning, Jessie mourned Robert at the hospital, warning Anthony not to risk himself. He quietly resolved 
to face the broadcast, later calling his fiancée Cathy in Dublin to explain he must replace Borck. 

First Contact with  Philotheus Anthony Yunger sat on stage, waiting as the broadcast began. The screen 
flickered, then revealed Philotheus , the Russian-born ‘space monk’. Around fifty, with long reddish-blond 
hair and a streaked beard, he looked both serious and thoughtful. His gray eyes, set beneath heavy lids, 
held a calm intensity. From the orbiting station, he spoke with quiet authority in English, only a light accent 
betraying his origin. Philotheus seemed entirely absorbed in his mission, distant yet attentive. He called 
everyone ‘brother’ but allowed freedom for those who disagreed. His presence radiated purpose, solitude, 
and a strange, compelling gravity. 

Philotheus and the Cassandra Mark  At the press conference, Philotheus  spoke from his orbiting station 
about the consequences of his experiments, which could trigger the Cassandra Mark in unborn children—
a mysterious sign that brought foresight but also fear. He admitted the mark’s appearance caused unrest 
and tragedy, including the death of Robert Borck, but insisted his aim was enlightenment, not control.  
Philotheus reflected on truth, knowledge, and humanity’s search for eternity, asking for understanding 
despite the chaos. Journalists protested, accusing him of interfering with birth and moral law, yet he 
remained calm, acknowledging the weight of his scientific responsibility. 

Chaos at the Teleconference   The press conference descended into chaos, journalists shouting 
accusations and refusing to listen. Philotheus appeared ill, vanished from the screen, then returned in a 
spacesuit, shocking everyone. Anthony Junger took control, demanding order and emphasizing science 
and truth. He defended Philotheus and the late Robert Borck, calling the Cassandra mark a critical issue 
for humanity and asking how people should live knowing it. Shermet showed live global reactions: 
Tiananmen Square filled with crowds demanding Philotheus’s death, Red Square burning with anger, and 
above it, a dark bird circled, symbolizing unrest and looming tragedy. 

Philotheus’s Confession  Philotheus   addressed the world with calm sorrow, admitting his discovery had 
failed to reach humanity as intended. He sought to warn of the Cassandra-embryos and their dangers but 
acknowledged the chaos and Robert Borck’s death resulted from his work. Taking full responsibility, he 
urged recognition of growing human evil that could alter genetics. Seeing hatred and fear, he chose to 
destroy all equipment and records, leave humanity in peace, and end his life in space. From orbit, he 
observed Earth and stranded whales, asked forgiveness, and stepped into open space, disappearing into 
infinity. 



The Last Acts of Philotheus and Borck  Whales washed ashore, dying painfully, their bodies scattered 
like burnt mountains. The Earth continued its orbit around the Sun. Next morning, newspapers shouted: 
“First Space Suicide!,” “Monk Philotheus  Freed Humanity from Cassandra’s Mark!,” “Heavenly Kingdom to 
Him!” Anthony Yunger wrote, “My fathers, Philotheus  and Robert Borck, showed the path I will follow.” 
Some mocked, “The false monk floats in space!” Strange news followed: whales dead on the Atlantic coast, 
a dead owl on Red Square. Two days later, Robert Borck was buried. Anthony thought both had found their 
destined place, one in space, one in the earth, with Truth. 

Philotheus’s Final Confession  Philotheus wrote a farewell message from orbit. He watched day turn into 
night and felt the endless flow of time. He believed human life was short, yet thinking gave it meaning and 
pain. He judged himself guilty for causing chaos, for being hated, and for Robert Borck’s death. He decided 
to end his life. Still, he worried about humanity and the future of Cassandra’s Mark. Truth, he said, never 
disappears. Before leaving, he confessed his life story and his love for Earth, calling it a great creation. He 
asked forgiveness and prepared to step into outer space. 

Philotheus  

Philotheus’s Origins  After Philoteus’s death, astronauts sent his confession to Anthony Yunger. He 
revealed he had chosen exile, leaving Earth to seek meaning in space, feeling his life destined to end there. 
Abandoned on orphanage steps in winter 1942, he remembered snow, cold, and his mother’s footsteps. 
Only Aunt Vava, a kind music teacher, comforted him, urging him not to hate his mother and recognizing 
his talents. Her guidance shaped him. Alone, he devoted himself to science, achieving brilliance, driven by 
loneliness and the need to prove himself to a world that had denied him family.  

The Scientist Beyond Good and Evil  Andrei Kryltsov ( Philotheus) was a brilliant but cold scientist, driven 
by logic and ambition, caring more for discovery than human meaning. Abandoned as a child, he sought to 
prove his greatness, crossing ethical boundaries to create artificial life without concern for its fate. He 
justified his actions by pointing to twentieth-century science, believing scientists were responsible only for 
discovery. Blind to suffering, he ignored pleas and let pride and ambition rule, ultimately isolating himself 
from humanity. 

The Secret Program  By then,   Andrei Kryltsov(Philotheus)  was a respected academic, enjoying attention 
from political overseers. The Central Committee supported his lab with funding, equipment, and privileges, 
offering him leadership of a secret program. Officially called “Embryonal Sex Regulation,” it aimed to 
produce anonymously born humans, “X-births,” intended as ideal revolutionary citizens. Riding through 
Moscow to meet Vadim Konyukhanov, Andrei realized no one knew of the plan. Konyukhanov explained 
the Communist Party’s vision: science now controlled birth, making it political. X-births, free from family ties, 
would replace old social structures and help build the Party’s future society. 

The X-birth Program  After the meeting, he realized his research had become a secret state project to 
create a new human type. Embryos would be implanted into women, who had no rights and were often 
prisoners in exchange for reduced sentences. Children, called x-births, would be taken by the state and 
raised in institutions. At a Moscow sanatorium, the first   babies conceived through assisted technology   
arrived, formally calling him professor, and embryos were implanted under medical supervision, marking 
the program’s grim beginning.  

The New Woman    That day, a prisoner named Runa was brought for her checkup, accompanied by a 
guard. Her medical records confirmed she could carry the implanted embryo. She sat quietly, composed, 
glasses on, brown eyes showing restrained curiosity. When Philoteus asked about her health, she boldly 
said she had no complaints and wanted to speak honestly. Aware of the risks, she accepted responsibility 
calmly and reminded him that the consequences of her courage were entirely his. 

Consciousness Runa suggested that consciousness does not belong only to scientists or the state and 
does not disappear when a woman is treated as an incubator. Even in the program, she believed women 



still had thoughts, feelings, and moral awareness. By speaking honestly to the professor, she showed that 
a human being cannot be turned into a machine. 

Obsession with the Bold Prisoner Philoteus could not forget Runa Lopatina after their encounter. Her 
courage, conviction, and strong conscience unsettled him, though he judged her a criminal. Her file revealed 
she was single, divorced, a former teacher and documentary writer, convicted under Article 158 for 
distributing anti-Soviet materials. Her troubles stemmed from her brother Igor, a filmmaker who created 
anti-Soviet content. Runa took the blame to protect him. Her daring and ideals left a lasting mark, stirring 
fascination and unease. 

Reflections on Runa   Driving toward Moscow, Philoteus thought of Runa Lopatina, the rebellious prisoner 
in the incubator program. Her bold gaze and insistence on conscience haunted him, seeming out of place 
in his world. He reflected on the futility of conscience in a domain he controlled, yet her courage struck him 
deeply. That night, alone in his large house, he could not sleep, dwelling on his failed marriage, the harm 
he caused, and Runa’s sacrifice. By morning, he resolved to see her again. 

Awakening of Conscience Philoteus felt a deep, new desire to protect Runa and save her from 
punishment. Her courage awakened his conscience, showing him his pride and the cruelty of his work. For 
the first time, he questioned the morality of creating anonymous children. That night marked a turning point: 
he resolved to seek forgiveness, abandon his past, and begin a new life, even if it meant losing everything 
he had built. 

The Death of Runa  Philoteus waited for Runa, hoping to confess his guilt and start anew, but she never 
arrived. Attempting to escape, she ran into the forest and jumped into the river, where a guard shot her. 
Her death shattered him, revealing her as the first victim of his experiments. Alone that night, he wept, 
realizing too late that conscience and the human spirit mattered more than scientific ambition. 

The Confession of the Cosmic Monk  Years later, Philotheus  sailed the Japanese Sea, hearing music 
that revived grief for Runa. During perestroika, he helped stop the x-birth  project and chose exile in space, 
becoming a cosmic monk. Haunted by his past, he feared the fate of children from his experiments and felt 
deep guilt. His confession left questions unanswered, prompting Anthony Junger to reflect on sacrifice, 
responsibility, and the high cost of knowledge. 

CHARACTER ANALYSIS  

Philotheus / Andrei Kryltzov 

Philotheus / Andrei Kryltzov is the main character in The Cassandra Mark. He is a former Soviet scientist 
who becomes the “cosmic monk” Philotheus after discovering embryos that can show if they want to be 
born. Ambitious and curious, he pushes the limits of science but faces guilt and moral responsibility for the 
harm his experiments cause. His story shows the dangers of controlling life and ignoring ethics. 

Brilliant   Philotheus is extremely intelligent, able to understand and manipulate life in ways no one else 
can. His knowledge allows him to create the Cassandra embryos and perform experiments that challenge 
the natural order. His brilliance makes him both admired and feared, showing the power of science when 
guided by genius. He wants to prove his greatness and make revolutionary discoveries. This ambition drives 
him to take risks that others would avoid, like experimenting on human embryos. While ambition pushes 
science forward, in Philotheus’s case it also leads to dangerous consequences. 

Morally conflicted   Despite his intelligence, he struggles with right and wrong. He knows that his 
experiments can harm people, yet he continues. This internal conflict makes him human and shows the 
difficulty of balancing scientific ambition with ethics. Philotheus interferes directly with natural processes, 
creating embryos that can signal whether they want to be born. This shows how humans can try to control 
life but also highlights the risks and moral questions of such interference. 



Regretful   After witnessing the consequences of his experiments, Philotheus is filled with deep regret. He 
sees the pain and suffering caused to the women, the embryos, and society as a whole. His scientific 
achievements, once a source of pride, now weigh heavily on his conscience. This regret shows that 
intelligence and ambition alone are not enough to guide ethical action. Even the most brilliant mind can 
cause harm if it ignores moral responsibility.   Philotheus’s regret also marks a turning point in his character: 
he begins to reflect on his actions, accept responsibility, and understand that knowledge without ethics can 
destroy lives. 

Curios  Philotheus is driven by an intense desire to understand and explore the unknown. His curiosity 
pushes him to study life in ways no one else dares to, leading to groundbreaking discoveries like the 
Cassandra embryos. This obsession with knowledge and control becomes the core of his life, fueling his 
experiments and scientific achievements. However, it also blinds him to danger and the ethical 
consequences of his actions. He focuses so much on discovery that he ignores the suffering of the women, 
the risks to the embryos, and the moral questions raised by his work. His obsession shows both the power 
and the danger of relentless curiosity: it can drive progress, but without limits, it can also cause great harm. 
In the novel, this trait highlights a central warning—that the pursuit of knowledge must be balanced with 
caution, compassion, and respect for life. 

Isolated   Philotheus often distances himself from others, both emotionally and physically. Growing up in 
an orphanage, he experienced abandonment and learned to rely only on himself. This early loneliness 
shaped his character, making him independent but also emotionally distant. As an adult, his obsession with 
science and ambition further isolates him from family, friends, and society. He focuses entirely on his 
experiments, cutting himself off from human connection. Later, he retreats to space, a literal and symbolic 
representation of the solitude of a mind consumed by ambition.   

Robert Borck  

Robert Borck is a futurist and writer; he supports Philotheus’s discovery of the Cassandra embryos. He is 
smart and careful, and he worries about the ethical and social effects of the new science. Unlike Philotheus, 
Borck is not ambitious or seeking fame. He tries to explain the discovery to the public and asks people to 
think about what is right and responsible. 

Courageous   Borck shows great bravery in standing up for the truth. Even though the crowds are angry 
and the public is afraid, he does not hide or back down. He faces threats from protesters and political 
pressure from leaders who oppose Philotheus’s discovery. Borck risks his own safety to explain the 
importance of moral responsibility and the meaning of the Cassandra embryos. His courage is not about 
seeking glory, but about defending what he believes is right, even when it could cost him his life. This 
bravery highlights his strong character and his commitment to ethics over personal safety. 

Principled   Borck is guided by ethics and a strong sense of responsibility. He believes that people should 
think carefully about what is right and wrong instead of blindly following fear, rumors, or political pressure. 
Throughout the story, he tries to educate the public and encourage thoughtful discussion about the 
Cassandra embryos and their moral implications. Even when facing criticism, threats, and physical danger, 
Borck refuses to compromise his beliefs. His principled nature shows that he values truth, justice, and moral 
responsibility above personal safety, fame, or convenience.   

Naive   Borck believes that people will listen to reason and do what is morally right. He trusts that explaining 
the truth and appealing to ethics will convince others to act responsibly. However, this idealism makes him 
vulnerable because many people react with fear, anger, and violence instead of understanding. He 
underestimates how strong mass panic and public hatred can be. His naivety shows the tension between 
moral ideals and the harsh reality of human behavior, highlighting how even the most thoughtful and ethical 
individuals can struggle when society is driven by fear and prejudice. 



Intelligent Borck is smart and careful in his thinking. He understands the scientific discovery of the 
Cassandra embryos and its ethical and social consequences. He considers both the moral responsibility of 
humans and the possible dangers of ignoring these issues. Unlike Philotheus, who acts out of ambition, 
Borck uses his intelligence to guide people toward understanding and reflection. His thoughtful nature helps 
him analyze complex situations and try to explain the meaning of the discovery clearly to the public. This 
intelligence makes him a voice of reason in a world filled with fear, confusion, and panic. 

Oliver Ordock  

Oliver  Ordock is a presidential candidate, he   opposes Philotheus’s discovery of the Cassandra embryos. 
He is ambitious and cares more about winning support than doing what is right. He uses fear and public 
panic to his advantage and shows how politicians can manipulate people for their own gain. 

Ambitious   Ordock is highly focused on his political career and personal success. Winning elections and 
gaining public approval are his top priorities. He often puts these goals above ethics, truth, or the well-being 
of others. His ambition drives him to act quickly and decisively, even if it means attacking those who are 
morally or scientifically correct, like Robert Borck and Philotheus. 

Advantage seeking  He takes advantage of fear, panic, and social unrest to strengthen his position. When 
society reacts angrily to the discovery of the Cassandra embryos, Ordock publicly criticizes Borck and the 
scientific ideas, using the crowd’s fear to appear authoritative and powerful. He sees every crisis as a 
chance to advance his career, showing how opportunism can exploit public emotions. 

Cynical  Ordock does not concern himself with morality or the truth of scientific discoveries. He evaluates 
situations only in terms of personal gain, political advantage, and strategy. This pragmatism makes him 
calculating and ruthless, as he ignores the ethical consequences of his actions while focusing solely on 
results. 

Manipulative  He skillfully influences public opinion by exploiting fear and uncertainty. By spreading distrust 
and anger toward Borck and Philotheus, he incites the crowd to act in ways that serve his interests. His 
manipulation shows how leaders can control society by turning emotion into action. 

Resistant  Ordock is opposed to new discoveries and ideas that challenge established norms or beliefs. He 
represents the fear of the unknown in society and the tendency of institutions and leaders to suppress 
revolutionary knowledge that threatens their authority. 

Selfish  Beyond ambition and manipulation, Ordock consistently acts in his own interest. He prioritizes 
survival, power, and influence over justice or the ethical treatment of others. This trait contrasts sharply with 
characters like Borck, who act from principle and morality. 

Anthony Junger   

Anthony Junger is loyal, smart, and responsible. He supports Robert Borck and Philotheus even in 
dangerous situations, showing that loyalty guides his actions. Unlike selfish politicians, he cares about truth 
and ethics and stands by his friends because he believes their work is important and right. 

Loyal   Anthony demonstrates deep and unwavering loyalty to Robert Borck and Philotheus. He stays with 
them even in dangerous, uncertain, and threatening situations, never abandoning them when they need 
support. His loyalty   comes from genuine respect for their intelligence, ethics, and the moral importance of 
their work. He trusts their judgment and shares their commitment to protecting the Cassandra embryos and 
the knowledge behind them.   



Responsible   Anthony takes his duties very seriously and understands how important his actions are. He 
thinks carefully about what is right and the consequences of his decisions. After Borck and Philotheus die, 
he promises to continue their work, showing that he can be trusted with important tasks. His sense of 
responsibility is strong; he does not avoid difficult or dangerous situations, and he always tries to do what 
is right for others and for the future of the Cassandra embryos. 

Intelligent   Anthony is very smart and thinks carefully before acting. He understands the scientific and 
ethical importance of the Cassandra embryos. He does not act impulsively and always considers how his 
decisions will affect others and society. His intelligence helps him plan and protect Borck, Philotheus, and 
the embryos. This shows he values knowledge, reasoning, and careful judgment. 

Courageous Anthony is brave and faces danger, public anger, and political pressure without fear. He stands 
up for what is right, even when it could put him in serious trouble. His courage is calm and principled—he 
acts because he believes in justice and the importance of the work. He protects Borck and Philotheus, 
showing that true bravery means standing firm for what is right, even under pressure. 

Runa  

Runa is a prisoner chosen as an incubator in the X-birth program. She is smart, brave, and calm, showing 
strength despite her difficult situation. Unlike others, she speaks honestly to the professor and takes 
responsibility for the risks of her actions. Her courage is quiet but strong; she faces danger and possible 
punishment to do what she believes is right. 

Intelligent   Runa understands quickly that being in the X-birth program is dangerous. She thinks carefully 
before speaking or acting and notices what is happening around her. Her intelligence helps her make good 
choices, stay safe, and keep her dignity. She understands people, rules, and the possible results of her 
actions, which makes her strong and capable even in a difficult situation. 

Courageous   Runa shows great courage even though she faces danger, punishment, and uncertainty as 
a prisoner in the X-birth program. She does not hide or stay silent like others who are afraid. Instead, she 
speaks honestly to the professor and stands up for what she believes is right, even knowing there could be 
serious consequences. Her bravery is calm and steady, not loud or showy, which makes it even stronger. 
She takes risks because she understands that doing the right thing is more important than avoiding danger.   

Responsible   Runa fully understands the risks and consequences of her actions as a prisoner in the X-
birth program. She does not blame others for her situation and accepts responsibility for the choices she 
makes. Even when following her own beliefs could lead to punishment or extend her sentence, she stands 
by her decisions. Her sense of responsibility shows maturity, moral awareness, and strong ethics.   

Vulnerable     Runa is in a hard and dangerous situation as a prisoner in the X-birth program, which makes 
her both physically and emotionally at risk. She depends on the authorities and faces dangers she cannot 
fully control. But her vulnerability does not make her weak. It shows her bravery, intelligence, and strength, 
as she carefully handles danger while staying true to her principles. Her courage and honesty are even 
more impressive because she faces such big risks. 

 

 

 

 



THEMES  

SCIENCE 

Ethics of Science        The ethics of science is an important theme connected to the Soviet Union as a 
closed society. Scientific work in such systems was often carried out in secrecy, without public debate, 
independent ethics committees, or free criticism. As a result, scientists could focus on technical success 
while ignoring the moral consequences of their discoveries.  The character of   Andrei Kryltsov (Philotheus), 
revealed as a former Soviet scientist, represents this problem. His scientific achievements are presented 
as brilliant, but they are created without ethical limits. Only later   he understands that science cannot exist 
separately from human responsibility. His guilt and repentance show the inner conflict of a scientist who 
realizes that knowledge, once released, can harm humanity. The novel suggests that when science 
develops without transparency and moral control, it can become a tool of destruction rather than progress. 
A closed political system makes this danger stronger, because it prevents open discussion and ethical 
correction. The Cassandra Mark therefore argues that true scientific progress must include responsibility, 
moral awareness, and respect for human life. 

Illustrative moment:   Andrei Kryltsov was a brilliant but distant scientist, guided by logic and ambition rather 
than compassion. For him, discovery mattered more than human meaning or responsibility. He believed 
his task was to push science forward and that others would deal with the consequences. Growing up 
abandoned, he carried a quiet hunger to prove his power and worth, and this longing led him to cross moral 
boundaries. He created artificial life without thinking about its fate and placed himself above good and evil, 
intoxicated by the idea of controlling human destiny. Like many scientists of the twentieth century, he 
justified himself by pointing to an age of progress shadowed by catastrophe. He convinced himself that 
scientists were responsible only for discovery, not for the harm that followed. This belief blinded him to 
suffering. Even when his wife begged him to stop and finally left in fear, he did not turn back. Ambition 
replaced love, pride silenced doubt, and science came before family. In the end, these choices cut him off 
from humanity and carried him away from Earth, into the cold solitude of space. 

Human Interference with Natural Birth      The main theme of The Cassandra Mark is human responsibility 
and the dangers of interfering with life. The novel looks at the moral and social consequences of trying to 
control birth, which is usually guided by God. It shows that while science and technology can try to control 
life, life does not always follow human plans. From a religious and ethical view, every embryo has the right 
to be born, even with disabilities, though medicine cannot always help them. Nature often decides survival 
on its own, showing that humans have limits in controlling life. The novel also reflects real social problems, 
like falling birth rates caused by women’s emancipation, poor access to medicine, and shortages of water, 
food, and other resources, which force some women to stop having children.  It takes real-world 
technologies and ethical questions, like genetic testing, IVF, and artificial wombs, and imagines them in a 
dramatic, futuristic setting. The idea that embryos could signal whether they want to be born shows the 
extreme results of trying to control life. The story explores the responsibility that comes with such power 
and warns about the consequences of using science without ethics. 

Illustrative moment:   Andrei Kryltsov (Philoteus) was a respected academic, enjoying attention from political 
overseers. The Central Committee of Soviet Union supported his lab with funding, equipment, and 
privileges, offering him leadership of a secret program. Officially called “Embryonal Sex Regulation,” it 
aimed to produce anonymously born humans, “X-births,” intended as ideal revolutionary citizens. Riding 
through Moscow to meet Vadim Konyukhanov, Andrei realized no one knew of the plan. Konyukhanov 
explained the Party’s vision: science now controlled birth, making it political. X-births, free from family ties, 
would replace old social structures and help build the Communist Party’s future society. 

New Ideas: Violence        The theme of violence   shows how fear and panic can drive people to act cruelly. 
When society learns about shocking discoveries, like the “Cassandra embryos,” many react with anger and 
intolerance instead of understanding. Rumors, uncertainty, and political influence make the crowd’s fear 
grow quickly. The novel shows that crowds can punish anyone who challenges established beliefs. Robert 
Borck, for example, is beaten by an angry mob simply for defending Philotheus’s ideas, and he dies from 



the attack. This illustrates how fear and moral panic can override reason, leading to tragic consequences.  
The Cassandra Mark warns that when people follow mass fear without thinking, violence and injustice can 
spread. It shows the importance of courage, critical thinking, and moral responsibility to resist the 
destructive power of panic.  

Illustrative moment:    Borck learned that protests were spreading worldwide, including among religious 
groups. Many people feared the meaning of the Cassandra mark and attacked Philotheus’s discovery. On 
the road to Newbury, Anthony saw cars full of angry people heading to Borck’s house. News came that 
mass protests had begun in New York near the UN, with demonstrators demanding Philotheus’s removal 
from space. In Newbury, a crowd gathered outside Borck’s home, holding signs and throwing stones. Borck 
stared at the crowd and wondered who these strangers were, suddenly united in anger. Men and women 
of all ages filled the street, shouting and burning his portraits. He told Jessy he had to go out and speak to 
them, despite her warnings about the danger. The crowd shouted for him to come out, calling him a criminal. 
Police could not control them. Borck stepped outside and tried to explain that humanity was responsible for 
its own future. A woman attacked him, and the mob followed. They beat him and dragged him into the 
garden, striking his head with an iron bar. Anthony Junger arrived too late. Borck was taken by helicopter 
to the hospital, but he died on the way. 

Choice: The Right to Life        The Cassandra Mark symbolizes that some embryos might “refuse” to be 
born because they sense a world filled with suffering, danger, and injustice. It shows that life is fragile and 
that humans have a moral duty to create a better world. The theme asks readers to consider how cruelty, 
inequality, violence, and environmental destruction can harm life even before it begins. Every life has value, 
and people must take responsibility for the world they leave for future generations. The mark is a warning 
that human choices directly affect the possibility of life and the wellbeing of those yet to be born, 
emphasizing the connection between morality, ethics, and human responsibility. The ‘cosmic monk’ 
admitted he was revealing the Cassandra mark without telling pregnant women. Though the rays were 
harmless, he felt pain knowing they caused fear. Still, he believed he must continue, because the truth 
concerned all humanity. He felt responsible both to the embryo and the mother. While doubting himself, he 
watched Earth on station screens. One broadcast showed a violent protest in Sicily. A judge had been killed 
by a bomb. Seeing such cruelty, he felt even more certain that the world filled embryos with fear and that 
his warning to humanity was urgent and necessary. 

Illustrative moment:    The ‘cosmic monk’, Philotheus, wrote to the Pope in Rome, warning that human evil 
did not die but stayed in our genes, waiting to strike. History, from ancient cruelty to Hitler and Stalin, 
showed how deeply violence lived in humanity. The discovery of Cassandra embryos, able to signal their 
refusal to be born into a cruel world, forced people to confront this inherited evil. Even if the mark faded, 
parents remembered it, reflecting on their values and responsibility. Philotheus’s message urged humanity 
to face the truth and prevent self-made disaster. 

Class:  Social inequality      The novel shows that technological and scientific advancements do not benefit 
everyone equally. While some have the power to make choices about life, health, and reproduction, others, 
especially marginalized people are left vulnerable. Women in prison are recruited for the x-birth program. 
These women, already deprived of freedom and social standing, are exploited for the purposes of science. 
Their lack of power, resources, and autonomy makes them easy targets for experiments that serve the 
ambitions of scientists like Philotheus. This reflects the real-world dangers of using vulnerable populations 
for technological or medical experiments, raising questions about consent, human dignity, and the ethics 
of scientific progress. In such contexts, decisions about birth and life are often forced by circumstances 
rather than by genuine autonomy, highlighting how social and material conditions shape human destiny. 
This theme underscores the novel’s broader warning: human ambition, when combined with social injustice, 
can lead to exploitation, suffering, and tragic outcomes. 

Illustrative moment:  Prisoners had been recruited as incubators in exchange for reduced sentences. They 
had no rights to the children and were required to remain silent. The professor hesitated first for the offer 
by the Communist Party, finally agreed, as the state aimed to exercise total control over the creation of a 
new human type. One day, a woman named Runa was brought in for her checkup, accompanied by a 



guard. The professor carefully reviewed her medical records: everything was normal, and she was 
especially suitable to carry the implanted embryo. Like the others, the women were anxious and hopeful, 
eager to shorten their prison terms. Runa, however, stood out. She remained silent, calm, and composed, 
her eyes quietly observing. When asked about her health, she said she had no complaints and was not 
worried about the procedure. Surprised by her courage, the professor asked why she had come. She 
answered that she wanted to speak to   the professor face to face and tell the truth, even if it meant violating 
her agreement. Runa suggested that consciousness does not belong only to scientists or the state and 
does not disappear when a woman is treated as an incubator. Even in the program, she believed women 
still had thoughts, feelings, and moral awareness. By speaking honestly to the professor, she showed that 
a human being cannot be turned into a machine. She acknowledged the risks but insisted it was necessary 
for him to know. The professor warned her that this might extend her sentence, yet she calmly accepted 
full responsibility. Before leaving, she reminded him that any consequences of her bravery were entirely his 
to bear. 


