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Sarinji - Bokoi 

 Selected excerpts of the Kyrgyz epic Sarinji-Bokoi: 

Bolush Madazimov, Epic singing (excerpt): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iUZ_DqdNdL8 

Roza Amanova, Epic singing (excerpt): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aVDX4G31QVk 

Melody (küy) based on the epic (excerpt): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aj41m1QQBQE&list=RDAj41m1QQBQE&start_radio=1 

 OVERVIEW 

Epic Poem       The epic poem Sarinji-Bokoi is preserved in two versions, transmitted orally by the 
distinguished poets Alymkul Usonbaev and Sulayman Konokbayev. These versions were collected in the 
1920s by the folklorist Kayum Miftakov, providing valuable insight into the narrative practices and social 
structures represented in Kyrgyz epic literature.   The Kyrgyz epic Sarinji-Bokoi has been transmitted 
through both oral literature and musical performance, reflecting the integral role of sound and narrative in 
preserving cultural memory. 

              One prominent rendition is by the esteemed komuz player and epic bard Bolush Madazimov, 
whose performance conveys the emotional depth and narrative complexity of the epic. This rendition has 
been widely circulated and serves as a key resource for the study of Kyrgyz epic traditions. 

 Another significant interpretation is by Roza Amanova, a distinguished performer and scholar of 
Kyrgyz folk music, whose vocal and instrumental rendition highlights the expressive potential of the epic 
form. Amanova’s performance exemplifies the interplay between narrative content and musical expression, 
demonstrating how epic singing functions as both storytelling and performative art within Kyrgyz culture.  

In addition to vocal performances, the epic has inspired instrumental melodies (kuu), which are 
performed on the musical instrument komuz and evoke the thematic and emotional contours of the 
narrative. These kuu adaptations illustrate the close relationship between Kyrgyz epic literature and 
instrumental music, emphasizing the capacity of musical interpretation to convey narrative meaning and 
affective resonance. 
 
Background         The epic Sarinji-Bokoi explores family relationships within the  clan system of the Kyrgyz 
people and the conflicts that arise from personal ambition. It depicts how clan members pursue their own 
interests, often in opposition to one another. Sarinji and Bokoi, relatives, do not support each other but 
compete for inheritance, authority, and control over family resources. The epic reflects the breakdown of 
family unity and shows how personal rivalry can escalate into broader conflict.  Before his death, Sarinji’s 
father, Jamgyrchy, entrusts his son and family resources to Bokoi, offering advice to protect the household 
and preserve the family’s legacy. However, Bokoi’s followers incite conflict against Sarinji, demonstrating 
how personal ambition undermines social and familial cohesion. Women’s roles are also significant. 
Bermet, though young, demonstrates intelligence, courage, and determination. She endures hardships for 
Sarinji and acts decisively to protect him, distinguishing herself from other women in the story, who have 
little power. Through her actions, Bermet embodies qualities such as compassion, wisdom, and moral 
strength, contributing actively to the narrative and highlighting the role of women in the epic. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iUZ_DqdNdL8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aVDX4G31QVk&utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Aj41m1QQBQE&list=RDAj41m1QQBQE&start_radio=1


MAIN CHARACTERS 

Sarinji – central hero, son of Jamgyrchy 
Bermet – daughter of Karacha Khan, bride-to-be of Sarinji 
Jamgyrchy – father of Sarinji 
Bokoi – half-brother of Jamgyrchy, antagonist 
Japake – helper of Bokoi 
Baikonur – helper of Bokoi 

SYNOPSIS 

 Jamgyrchy and Bokoi are half-brothers with very different fortunes. Jamgyrchy, the son of the elder 
wife, is noble, wealthy, and respected, married to a woman who bears him only one child, Sarinji. Bokoi, 
from the younger wife, is poor, envious, and constantly schemes to undermine his brother’s family. When 
Jamgyrchy falls gravely ill, he entrusts Sarinji with his guidance: protect the family, act wisely, and honor 
the household’s legacy. Sarinji, deeply concerned for his father, grieves his illness, as does his mother, 
who fears for her son’s safety. After Jamgyrchy dies, Bokoi plots to claim Bermet, Sarinji’s betrothed, with 
his deceitful men Japake and Baikonur. Bermet, loyal to Sarinji, secretly plans to protect him, but Bokoi 
intercepts her and captures her, locking her in a shed. Sarinji is exiled for six years, separated from his 
bride and family, while Bokoi controls the household, believing his plan has succeeded. After six years, 
Sarinji returns, determined to confront Bokoi. With strategy, courage, and loyal companions, he fights 
Bokoi’s men, captures Japake and Baikonur, and rescues Bermet. He punishes the local imam who 
declared her marriage to Bokoi permissible under Sharia, asserting justice and protecting his bride. Finally 
reunited with his mother, weakened by grief, Sarinji ensures her safety and embraces Bermet. With the 
tyrants defeated and his family restored, Sarinji and Bermet return home, bringing peace, celebration, and 
full honor to the household.  

SCENES  

Sarinji and the Legacy of Two Brothers    Jamgyrchy and Bokoi were brothers with the same father but 
different mothers. Jamgyrchy, from the elder wife, was noble and wealthy, riding a golden-marked horse 
and respected in turns, but his wife could not bear children until they had a son, Sarinji. Bokoi, from the 
younger wife, had six siblings but was poor, owning only a black horse. When Sarinji was 12–13, his father 
arranged his betrothal to Bermet, daughter of Karacha Khan, giving wealth and gifts. Jamgyrchy was also 
friends with Kuldur Khan. 

Jamgyrchy’s Illness and the People’s Worry While caring for his people, Jamgyrchy Khan became very 
sick, losing strength and health. The people cried and worried, afraid he might not recover. One of 
Jamgyrchy’s men went to Bokoi and asked why he hadn’t checked on his brother. Bokoi rode his black 
horse to Jamgyrchy and found him sitting sadly on a high ridge, weeping. The people around him mourned, 
and Jamgyrchy was troubled not just for himself but for the suffering of his people and the worries about 
his family’s future. 

Jamgyrchy Finds Comfort in Bokoi Jamgyrchy heard his brother Bokoi weeping in the field and felt relief. 
He lifted his head and spoke: “O Bokoi Khan, my light, hear me. When I was in pain, you cried for me, but 
do not weep too much. You cared for my safety and understood my heart. Even if I leave this world, take 
care of our family, my only brother. Protect them and live well. Remember me kindly and wisely. Guard our 
home, care for the people, and let my memory guide your actions with strength and love.” 

Jamgyrchy’s Final Advice   Jamgyrchy continued: “Do not let grief weigh on you, Bokoi. Watch over our 
family and my son. Keep our home and treasures safe. Even if I am gone, act wisely and protect what is 
precious. Live without sorrow, care for those around you, and honor our family. I trust you to continue well, 
guide the people, and keep our brotherhood strong. When I depart, remember my wishes and love, and let 
my memory inspire you. Be strong, act kindly, and let the family prosper under your care, my dear brother.” 



Sarinji’s Grief for His Father Sarinji, the only child, was deeply worried as his father lay ill. He cried, “Do 
not grieve too much, my father. Do not trouble yourself with my sorrow. You are leaving me alone, and I 
feel helpless. When you are gone, no one will understand my worth. Life will not be the same. I cannot ride 
proudly or live as I did with you. My heart aches, and I fear what will happen to me and our family. Please 
guide me, even if you are too weak to speak, so I can be strong for our people.” 

Fearing Life without His Father Sarinji continued, “Father, when you are gone, I do not know how to guide 
our people or protect them. The family will grieve, and I am left alone. I feel powerless, and I worry about 
the household and everyone depending on me. I did not fully act while you were alive, and now I burn with 
regret. I hope to care for our people well, even in my father’s absence. May I honor your guidance and keep 
the family safe. Without you, I am lonely, but I will try to carry your wishes and our family’s hopes forward.” 

Bokoi’s Anger and the Child’s Resolve Bokoi grew angry at the child, scolding him and giving advice, 
telling him to change his ways, appearance, and behavior. He stormed off, slamming his cloak. The child 
wondered why Bokoi was so upset, especially before their father’s eyes were gone. Feeling his own heart 
full of unspoken worries, he decided to speak his six-fold regrets. “Father,” he said, “why have you guided 
me for the people and the town, but I am left struggling? I cannot bear being treated unfairly. Please, while 
your eyes are still alive, let me hear your counsel and guidance.” 

Jamgyrchy’s Advice to Sarinji After hearing his only child, Sarinji, speak, Jamgyrchy Khan wept and 
shared his worries. “My dear foal,” he said, “do not grieve too much. Life will not be as before. Remember 
the advice I give you, even if I am gone. Take care of yourself, think of your family, and act wisely. Your 
mare will grow strong, and your bride will join our household safely. Protect them and carry my guidance in 
your heart. Do not be careless or weak, and always follow the lessons I have shared. My words will guide 
you even when I am absent.” 

Guidance for the Journey Ahead Jamgyrchy continued, “Sarinji, if you go to your father-in-law Karacha’s 
household, take five companions for safety. Measure carefully, act wisely, and remember my counsel at 
every step. Speak when needed, and stay silent when needed. Bring your bride safely and make her part 
of our home. Follow the advice I have given and respect Bokoi’s guidance, for he will help protect you. My 
heart will always be with you, and my hopes go with you. Be strong, act with courage, and honor your 
family. With careful planning and wisdom, you will succeed and keep our household safe.”, 

The Passing of Jamgyrchy Khan Jamgyrchy had just finished giving his advice and instructions, hoping 
to ease his heart, when he passed away. Sarinji, standing behind his father, thought, “My six uncles will 
come to claim what is left, and I will have to take it myself.” But no one came. His elder brother Bokoi did 
not arrive. Feeling hurt and thinking Bokoi was upset with him, Sarinji wept. He scattered gold and jewels 
over the ground and took responsibility for his father’s belongings, honoring Jamgyrchy’s memory with 
courage and care. 

The Plot against Sarinji Bokoi   had two men, Baikonur and Japake, who were known for their dishonest 
ways. When Sarinji set out to visit his father-in-law, they planned a trick. Baikonur told Japake to meet 
Sarinji on the road, soften his heart with tears, and travel with him. “If his bride is truly remarkable, report 
back to me,” he said. “Then we will tell Bokoi we found a suitable girl for him and take bride-wealth from 
Bokoi.” Japake agreed and went ahead. On the road, he stopped Sarinji, crying and pretending concern 
about father’s death, calling himself his elder brother Japake and asking about his journey. 

Tears and Resolve on the Road “O Japake, please stop,” Sarinji said. “Do not hurt my heart or add to my 
father’s sorrow. I am a lonely son, carrying grief, yet I travel forward. I drive fine horses and go to my father-
in-law’s land. If fate allows, I will marry Bermet. Do not trouble me, elder brother.” Japake warned him, 
saying he went without guidance and wisdom. But Sarinji answered firmly, “Do not torment me with doubt. 
Think wisely and live without regret. Listen to my words and come with me to Karacha Khan. If we go 
together, my father-in-law will judge fairly and give his answer himself.” 



Japake and Sarinji Visit the Father-in-Law Japake rejoiced and felt light in his heart. With new hope, he 
set out together with Sarinji. It was a time of strength and courage, and they traveled side by side to the 
father-in-law’s land. When they arrived, the people watched closely and quickly favored the lone young 
man. Bermet, too, wondered what her fate would be. At dusk, as the sun set, she ran toward her future 
husband. She walked softly, shy and blooming like a flower. Sarinji, thoughtful and wise, caught her eye. 
Bermet looked at him and felt relief in her heart. Seeing his noble nature at once, she thanked God and 
prayed for his safety. Her troubled heart finally found peace. 

Bermet Tests the Guests At first glance, Bermet quietly observed the people who arrived with Sarinji. She 
tested their character without speaking openly and prayed to God for guidance. Among the guests was 
Japake, who had come together with Sarinji. Bermet noticed Japake’s restless thoughts and hidden 
intentions. She understood his desire and felt alarmed. Trying not to reveal her feelings, she spoke carefully 
and listened wisely. Inside, her heart filled with sorrow. Bermet realized that Japake was not a true ally but 
a dangerous presence, thinking impure thoughts and hiding evil intentions. 

A Warning Spoken in Tears Bermet wept silently, fearing harm might come to Sarinji. She reflected on 
how a companion could turn into an enemy. Troubled by Japake’s presence, she warned Sarinji to think 
carefully and act with wisdom. Sarinji replied calmly, trusting in God and fate. Bermet insisted that such 
words about death and danger were not proper and prayed for protection. Hiding her pain from others, she 
returned home. Later, her sisters-in-law questioned her, and Bermet finally revealed the truth: Japake had 
come with dark intentions, seeking favor from Bokoi Khan, and his thoughts were filled with deceit. 

The Message to Sarinji Bermet sent word through her sisters-in-law, asking Sarinji to come early and 
quietly. She wished him well and prayed that God would grant his hope. She asked him to come alone, 
without taking her openly as a wife yet, but first to see her face and hear her words. Bermet carried sorrow 
in her heart and wanted Sarinji to understand her feelings. The sisters hurried to Sarinji and repeated 
Bermet’s message honestly. Hearing this, Sarinji became eager and joyful, determined to go and listen to 
Bermet himself. 

Sarinji Goes to Bermet Sarinji quietly left his companions, including Japake, and went alone toward 
Bermet’s yurt. His heart was light, and his steps were swift, as if his feet did not touch the ground. He 
thought only of seeing Bermet. Japake secretly followed behind him, hiding dark thoughts in his heart. 
Sarinji reached Bermet’s dwelling first and entered without hesitation. Bermet, resting inside, saw him and 
smiled. She was pleased by his wisdom and noble presence and felt her heart open toward him. 

Japake Brings Bermet’s ring to Bokoi Japake stole Bermet’s golden ring and ran to Bokoi. At that time, 
Bokoi had nine wives, but he favored one, Aksha, and spent nine days with her while ignoring the others. 
On that very morning, while Aksha was preparing tea for Bokoi, Japake arrived with the stolen ring. He told 
Bokoi, “Wise Bokoi, Bermet is now yours. Take her without delay. She will bring you happiness and is meant 
for you. No one else can claim her. Trust my words, and accept her.” Bokoi was overjoyed, held the ring, 
and marveled at its beauty and significance. 

Bokoi Sends Baikonur to Bermet Japake called Baikonur to report: “I went, took the ring, and tricked 
Bokoi.” Baikonur, thoughtful and curious, ran to Bokoi’s house. Bokoi said, “Baikonur, you were clever. 
Look, the ring has been given to me as a gift from Bermet. After giving it with her head and hands, nothing 
will stop me from claiming her. Prepare your black horse and ride immediately. If Bermet is mine, return 
before dawn as if she had never left. Today you will see my answer, and the black horse carries both of 
you.” 

Aksha Observes Baikonur While Baikonur went to Bermet, Aksha, Bokoi’s favored wife, noticed his 
absence. Worried for her household and jealous of Bermet, she quickly prepared tea and silver bowls and 
followed him. Aksha thought, “He plans to take Bermet. I must watch carefully and protect what is mine.” 
She ran to catch up, keeping an eye on Baikonur and the young hero Sarinji, who was following. Aksha’s 



heart ached with fear and jealousy. She worried that mischief or harm might befall the girl, but she could 
not stop what fate was about to decide. 

Baikonur’s Message and Bokoi’s Joy Baikonur arrived and announced to Bokoi: “Wise Bokoi, Japake 
has followed the plan. Bermet is yours. She cannot be claimed by anyone else. I report safely that she is 
now your bride. Protect her as you should. The task is complete.” Hearing this, Bokoi joyfully said, “The 
black horse is yours, Bermet is mine. Everything is as it should be.” He accepted the message with relief, 
knowing his wishes had been fulfilled, and trusted Baikonur’s words completely. 

The Death of Aksha After learning Bermet belonged to Sarinji, Bokoi ordered Baikonur to kill Aksha. 
Baikonur grabbed his dagger and rushed toward her. Aksha pleaded, “O Baikonur, wait! Spare me, I am 
weak and helpless. Do not harm me!” But Baikonur followed Bokoi’s command. Despite her cries and 
desperate pleas, he struck her down. Her life ended before she could escape. Her screams echoed briefly, 
then silence fell. Aksha’s death was swift and final, leaving no one to protect her. Bokoi’s order was carried 
out completely, and Aksha’s life was lost because of his command. 

Bokoi Seeks Permission from Kuldur Khan After losing his good wife, Bokoi felt troubled and called forty 
young men to prepare. He went to Kuldur Khan and said, “I have a request. A boy from my people refuses 
to obey me. He could destroy the community. Can you remove him without showing him to the people? 
And deal with his troublesome wife?” Kuldur Khan replied, “I will protect the boy and his mother from harm. 
I have placed them on a golden platform and entrusted them to you. The boy and his mother are in your 
care now.” 

Sarinji Prepares to Take Bermet  Bokoi said, “Let’s meet Bermet along the Ak-Jaiyk pass.” They waited 
until the princess was about to leave but could not go without confirmation. Bermet asked his aunt to send 
a golden chest, large as a horse’s head, with a hidden sword inside. Once prepared, the chest was tied to 
a camel for transport. Sarinji, with five companions, set out to escort Bermet safely. They traveled carefully, 
keeping watch along the road. With the chest ready and Bermet safe, their journey began, guided by Bokoi’s 
plan to retrieve his precious wife without conflict. 

Bermet Begins the Journey  Bermet left quietly from the rear of the caravan. On the way, she saw a bad 
dream. She couldn’t tell anyone but her five companions. “My friends,” she said, “bear me safely. I am 
troubled and exhausted. Take care of me, and guide me to the faithful people. I trust you to protect me from 
harm. Stay alert and follow my instructions. The journey is dangerous, but I hope we arrive safely.” 

Orders for the Escort Bermet instructed her companions: “My arms are bound, but ride swiftly. Use the 
swiftest horses, and carry the treasures and sword I brought. Protect me at all costs. If Bokoi or his men 
appear, do not let them catch us. Bring me safely to the golden chest. Follow my plans carefully. The 
enemies are near, and I am vulnerable. Watch the path and guard me with all your strength.” The 
companions obeyed immediately, rushing forward to protect Bermet and the valuable chest, preparing for 
any danger along the way. 

Bokoi Arrives to Seize Bermet Just as the group was moving, Bokoi appeared suddenly and seized 
Bermet. She cried, “Brother, be careful! Don’t harm me!” But Bokoi ignored her pleas. Her companions tried 
to resist, yet Bokoi’s forty men surrounded her. Bermet lamented, fearing what might happen. “Two hands 
bound, sent to soldiers, forced into the dark…” she thought. Despite her distress, Bokoi captured Bermet 
and placed her in a guarded chamber, while Sarinji was exiled.   

Sarinji’s Farewell and Exile “If you are not a true warrior, you will wither, Bokoi! Ride boldly, but let your 
children weep like me, and set your head straight. You are no lion, only a fox, sent by your own kin, a 
laughingstock to the people. If I die, it cannot be helped; if I survive, your wealth will never end. I, Sarinji, 
will act wisely, but now I am exiled. One day, your reckoning will come, and if fate spares me, I will return 
and set things right!” 



Sarinji’s Mother in Grief Sarinji’s mother ran after her son, crying as she searched for him. Bokoi’s forty 
men blocked her in a dark room. She wailed, “Oh, my child! I cannot bear to lose you! My heart aches like 
no other.” She saw her son being driven away, bound and helpless. Tears fell as she watched him struggle, 
powerless to help. “Oh, my child, taken from me, what has fate done?” she cried, helpless and full of sorrow, 
knowing her son Sarinji was alone and in danger. 

Bermet’s Dream and Plan   Bermet had a dream. In it, Sarinji came to her alone. She saw Bokoi troubled, 
his heart heavy, and decided to help Sarinji by tricking Bokoi into agreeing to the marriage. Bermet prepared 
carefully: she would gather Saringi’s men, hide him safely, and make everything appear natural. She 
arranged a house by the river, organized a celebration, and set plans so that Bokoi would unknowingly 
follow the path she designed. 

Sarinji Confronts Bermet Sarinji arrived and saw Bermet serving tea to Bokoi. Shocked and angry, he 
scolded her: “I thought you would wait for me for six years!” He did not yet know her plan, only that she 
seemed to favor Bokoi. Startled by the voice, Bokoi’s hand shook, and the cup he held slipped, spilling tea. 
Sarinji’s heart burned as he watched, torn between anger and disbelief.   The tension filled the room, leaving 
Bokoi confused and Sarinji determined, realizing Bermet had acted without his knowledge. 

Bermet’s Secret Plan Bermet spoke, hidden from view. “My love, I have waited six years for you, Sarinji. 
All this time I dreamed of you, yet now I serve tea to Bokoi, keeping my plan secret. Stand aside, do not be 
troubled. Though I appear to act for others, my heart belongs only to you. I do not reveal my thoughts; I 
remain calm and clever, letting no one see my true intent. Watch closely, Sarinji. What seems to be for 
another is only a disguise; I love only you, and all I do is for our future.” 

Sarinji Fights Sarinji, beside him, drew his sword. With a loud cry, he struck fiercely, breaking the northern 
door’s lock with his spear and splitting the entrance with an axe. The five guards behind rushed forward, 
joined by ten more. Forty soldiers surrounded the house, letting no one escape. Bokoi, caught off guard, 
could not resist. Soldiers seized him, binding his arms and legs. Angered, Sarinji threw tea from Bermet 
into Bokoi’s face. He advanced, grabbing Bokoi’s beard and yanking him down. Fifty men were held at bay. 

Sarinji Rescues Bermet Soldiers   shouted, “Is the beautiful girl yours?” and brought her to the center. 
Sarinji caught Japake and Baikonur at the door.   He captured the two wrongdoers, fought the soldiers, and 
brought them to Bokoi. Flames rose in the house, smoke to the sky. Bokoi regretted his foolishness. Sarinji 
protected Bermet while Bokoi begged forgiveness, promising not to harm anyone and to return his wife 
safely. 

Sarinji Defends Bermet  Soldiers confronted Japake and Baikonur, capturing, beating, and killing them. 
Flames rose as the house was attacked. Bokoi, seeing Sarinji protect Bermet, begged for mercy. Sarinji he 
had beaten the local imam who had declared Bermet could marry Bokoi under Sharia. Sarinji and his 
soldiers defeated all enemies, secured Bermet, and stopped further harm. Bokoi regretted his actions, 
realizing his anger had caused unnecessary deaths. 

Sarinji Punishes Bokoi Sarinji confronted Bokoi, reflecting on how he had oppressed everyone and 
ignored pleas for mercy. Sarinji intended to take the bride, but Bokoi had schemed against him. When they 
arrived, the wedding was underway, and his cruelty had caused suffering. Soldiers restrained him, binding 
his hands and feet, striking him repeatedly, and ensuring he could not escape. Sarinji observed that his 
tyranny had brought consequences, noting the sorrow he had caused the widows and orphans.  Bokoi was 
beaten severely and ultimately killed, his power ended. 

Sarinji Remembers His Mother Sarinji, trapped in the dark room, thought of his mother, who had fed him 
as a child and raised him with care. He worried for her safety and wondered if she was still alive. Someone 
told him that his mother had grown weak and lost her voice from grief. Undeterred, Sarinji prepared to go 
to her, determined to protect her and fulfill his duty. When he arrived, he found her exhausted, barely able 



to move, surrounded by family. He approached gently, comforting her and explaining that he had captured 
the cruel Bokoi and secured Bermet. 

Sarinji Comforts His Mother Seeing his mother, Sarinji felt both sorrow and relief. He knelt and spoke 
softly, asking after her wellbeing and sharing the burdens he had faced. His mother, frail but aware, 
expressed the anguish of raising him and the pain caused by cruel relatives. Sarinji reassured her that 
justice had been done and that he had protected the family. Holding her hands, he felt the warmth and love 
of their bond, realizing that despite all the hardship and danger, his mother was alive. He promised to 
remain vigilant and ensure her safety, embracing the hope of reunion and care. 

Sarinji Brings Bermet Home Sarinji’s mother found Bermet safe, guided by two women who brought her 
to the house. His mother, overjoyed, embraced Bermet, weeping tears of relief and happiness after all the 
grief she had endured. She spoke warmly, welcoming the young bride and praising Sarinji’s courage. They 
were finally free from the tyrants, ready to celebrate. The crowd gathered, rejoicing together. Sarinji and 
Bermet stood at the doorway, emotional and thankful for their reunion, as the family prepared for the 
festivities. 

CHARACTER ANALYSIS  

Sarinji   

Sarinji is the central hero of the epic, representing the continuity of his family’s lineage and authority. As 
the only son of Jamgyrchy, he inherits both the responsibilities and challenges of his household. Throughout 
the narrative, Sarinji demonstrates courage, intelligence, and strategic thinking. He navigates complex 
family conflicts, particularly against his uncle Bokoi, who seeks to undermine him and seize his bride, 
Bermet. Despite his youth, Sarinji acts decisively to protect his family, uphold justice, and secure Bermet’s 
safety. He is guided by a strong sense of duty, moral judgment, and loyalty to his father’s legacy. At the 
same time, his compassion is evident in his concern for his mother and the innocent victims of Bokoi’s 
schemes.   

Naïve Sarinji’s naivety is closely connected to his youth and lack of life experience. At the beginning of the 
epic, he trusts family relations and believes that kinship will prevent betrayal. He does not anticipate that 
his uncle Bokoi could act against him or misuse his father’s legacy. This trusting attitude makes Sarinji 
vulnerable to deception, exile, and the loss of his bride. His naivety is not weakness of character but a sign 
of moral purity and adherence to traditional values. Over time, lived experience and hardship transform this 
naivety into awareness, strengthening his judgment and leadership. 

Respectful  Respect for elders is a defining trait of Sarinji’s character and reflects traditional Kyrgyz 
upbringing. He honors his father Jamgyrchy’s guidance and treats it as a moral obligation rather than mere 
advice. Sarinji also shows deep care for his mother, recognizing her authority and emotional role within the 
family. His actions are guided by obedience, restraint, and reverence toward older family members. This 
respect shapes his behavior even in moments of conflict, emphasizing continuity of tradition, family 
hierarchy, and ethical responsibility central to Kyrgyz social values. 

Courageous   Courage is a central trait of Sarinji’s character. He confronts danger directly and acts despite 
personal risk. Sarinji returns from exile knowing he may face violence, yet he does not avoid confrontation. 
He stands against Bokoi and his followers, defends Bermet, and accepts responsibility for restoring justice. 
His courage is not impulsive but purposeful: it is guided by duty, family honor, and moral obligation. This 
form of courage reflects the Kyrgyz epic ideal of bravery grounded in responsibility rather than personal 
glory. 

Justice-oriented  Sarinji responds to wrongdoing with deliberate action aimed at restoring social balance. 
Upon his return from exile, he holds Bokoi and his helpers accountable for violence and betrayal. Sarinji 
does not act out of personal revenge alone; his actions are directed toward re-establishing moral and 



communal order. By punishing those who violate family trust and social norms, he fulfills the epic hero’s 
role as a restorer of justice, reflecting traditional Kyrgyz values of fairness, responsibility, and lawful 
conduct. 

Bermet 

Bermet is portrayed as a central female figure whose role is defined by loyalty, endurance, and moral 
strength. As the daughter of Karacha Khan and the bride of Sarinji, she remains faithful during Sarinji’s six-
year exile. Despite being captured by Bokoi and confined in a shed, she does not submit to his authority or 
abandon her bond with Sarinji. Bermet acts with restraint and purpose. She protects her dignity, resists 
forced marriage, and waits for Sarinji’s return. Her actions are guided by reason rather than force, showing 
inner strength rather than physical power. Within the epic, Bermet represents constancy, patience, and 
moral resistance, and she plays a key role in preserving family honor and continuity. 

Dignified Bermet’s sense of honor is shown in her loyalty to Sarinji and her refusal to accept a forced or 
unjust marriage. Even when she is captured and kept in confinement, she does not abandon her promise 
or dignity. She follows social norms outwardly when necessary, but internally remains firm and faithful. Her 
actions are guided by moral responsibility rather than fear or personal gain, which reflects the traditional 
Kyrgyz understanding of honor as loyalty, restraint, and moral integrity rather than open defiance. 

Enduring   Bermet’s endurance is revealed through her ability to withstand long periods of hardship and 
uncertainty without losing resolve. She remains patient during Sarinji’s six-year exile and survives 
confinement and pressure without surrendering her loyalty or sense of self. Rather than resisting openly, 
she endures silently and strategically, preserving her inner strength. This endurance reflects a traditional 
ideal of resilience, where moral firmness and emotional control allow a person to survive suffering and 
remain true to their commitments. 

Faithful Bermet remains loyal to Sarinji throughout the epic, even when circumstances pressure her to act 
otherwise. She resists schemes and threats, including Bokoi’s attempts to claim her, and prioritizes Sarinji’s 
safety and their future together. Her loyalty is both emotional and practical; she carefully plans to protect 
him and follow his guidance, showing steadfast devotion. This faithfulness reinforces the bond between 
them, highlights her integrity, and positions her as a central moral anchor in the story. Bermet’s commitment 
to Sarinji exemplifies fidelity, perseverance, and the importance of trust in relationships within the epic. 

Bokoi 

Bokoi is a central antagonist in the epic Sarinji-Bokoi. He is the half-brother of Jamgyrchy and the uncle of 
Sarinji, and his actions drive much of the conflict in the narrative. Throughout the epic, Bokoi seeks power 
and control over the family’s wealth and Sarinji’s bride, Bermet, using deceit, manipulation, and force. His 
decisions are marked by envy, cruelty, and instability, which bring suffering to those around him. Bokoi’s 
character embodies the destructive effects of ambition and jealousy, contrasting sharply with the virtues of 
Sarinji and Bermet, and highlighting the moral and social tensions within the epic’s patriarchal setting. 

Envious  Bokoi’s envy is shown in his constant resentment toward his half-brother Jamgyrchy and later 
toward Sarinji. He desires what others possess: the family wealth, status, and Sarinji’s bride, Bermet. This 
jealousy motivates many of his harmful actions, including plotting to capture Bermet and undermining 
Sarinji’s inheritance. Rather than focusing on his own path or improving his position honestly, Bokoi 
measures himself against his brother and acts out of a desire to possess what he lacks. His envy drives 
conflict in the story and makes him act against family ties and social norms. 

Cruel   Bokoi’s cruelty is evident in the way he harms others to satisfy his desires and assert power. He 
orders the killing of Aksha, a wife who stands in the way of his schemes, and captures Bermet, imprisoning 
her despite her loyalty to Sarinji. His cruelty extends to manipulating and threatening people around him, 
including his followers and rivals. Even though he has nine wives, he favors one while disregarding the 



others, showing a lack of empathy and concern for those closest to him. His actions reflect a willingness to 
use violence and fear to achieve his goals. 

Impulsive   Bokoi acts without careful thought, letting anger, envy, or personal desire dictate his decisions. 
His plans and moods shift rapidly, leading him to make dangerous or unjust choices. For example, he is 
influenced and pushed by Japake and his other followers, acting on their urgings rather than reason. This 
impulsiveness contributes to his failures, as he cannot foresee the consequences of his actions and often 
escalates conflicts unnecessarily, showing a lack of patience and self-control. 

Deceitful   Bokoi relies on manipulation and trickery to achieve his aims, using his followers Japake and 
Baikonur to carry out schemes. He spreads false information, exploits others’ trust, and orchestrates plots 
to take Bermet and challenge Sarinji, showing a willingness to deceive both friends and family. His deceit 
is calculated, aiming to secure power, wealth, and personal advantage without regard for morality or loyalty, 
highlighting his cunning but unethical approach to achieving his desires. 

Japake  

Japake is a key follower of Bokoi, acting as an intermediary and executor of his schemes. In the epic, he 
serves as a manipulative agent, carrying out deceitful plans designed to undermine Sarinji and secure 
advantages for Bokoi. His actions illustrate the use of cunning and falsehood in pursuit of personal and 
patron loyalty, demonstrating how secondary characters can influence the trajectory of events in epic 
narratives. Through Japake, the story highlights themes of betrayal, moral corruption, and the dangers of 
untrustworthy alliances in a social and familial context. 

Deceitful   Japake consistently relies on lies, false appearances, and manipulation to advance Bokoi’s 
schemes. He approaches Sarinji under the guise of concern and brotherly care, pretending to offer 
guidance and support, while secretly aiming to mislead and trap him. By presenting himself as trustworthy, 
Japake gains Sarinji’s attention and cooperation, making it easier to carry out Bokoi’s plot to seize Bermet. 
His deceit is calculated and purposeful: he conceals his true intentions, exploiting the trust and emotions of 
others for the benefit of his master. 

Manipulative   Japake skillfully influences others to achieve his goals and those of Bokoi. He convinces 
Bokoi that Bermet is a remarkable bride, playing on his desires and ambitions to prompt immediate action. 
He also orchestrates the deception of Sarinji, luring him along the road under false pretenses, creating 
opportunities for Bokoi’s plans to succeed. Japake understands how to exploit emotions, desires, and trust, 
ensuring that people act according to his schemes without realizing the danger. His manipulation is strategic 
and persistent, making him an effective, though morally corrupt, agent of Bokoi. 

Obedient   Japake carries out Bokoi’s commands without question, demonstrating unwavering loyalty to his 
master. He participates in schemes that involve deceit, trickery, and endangering others, fully complying 
with orders regardless of their morality. His obedience makes him a dependable tool for Bokoi’s ambitions, 
allowing dangerous plans—such as luring Sarinji or stealing Bermet’s ring—to succeed. Japake’s lack of 
independent judgment or resistance highlights his role as a subordinate enforcer, showing how his loyalty 
is driven by duty to Bokoi rather than personal ethics or conscience. 

THEMES  

Family and Kinship   The epic explores the bonds and conflicts within extended families, emphasizing 
tensions between half-brothers, uncles, and nephews. Loyalty, rivalry, and inheritance strongly influence 
the characters’ actions. In Kyrgyz culture, people consider relatives up to seven generations as part of the 
same kin group, known collectively as one tribe. This social structure frames obligations, alliances, and 
disputes, and the epic reflects how family ties can both protect and endanger individuals depending on the 
interests and ambitions of its members. Although Jamgyrchy entrusts his half-brother Bokoi with the care 
and guidance of Sarinji after his death, Bokoi’s personal ambitions quickly surface. Initially feigning concern 



for his health, he seeks to control Jamgyrchy’s wealth. Through the manipulation of his followers, Japake 
and Baikonur, Bokoi attempts to claim Bermet, Sarinji’s bride, despite their significant age difference. The 
epic illustrates how kinship ties, while central to social order, can also become a source of rivalry, betrayal, 
and moral tension. 

Illustrative moment:   Jamgyrchy falls gravely ill, causing worry among his people. When Bokoi visits, 
Jamgyrchy finds some comfort in seeing his brother, urging him not to grieve excessively. He entrusts Bokoi 
with the care of their family, his son Sarinji, and their home, instructing him to act wisely, protect their 
possessions, guide the people, and honor the family. Jamgyrchy emphasizes strength, kindness, and 
responsibility, asking Bokoi to remember his wishes and let his memory guide future actions. 

Gender: Polygamy  

Bokoi has nine wives, reflecting the patriarchal and feudal norms of the society depicted. His multiple 
marriages highlight his status and power, but also contribute to conflict, jealousy, and manipulation within 
the family. For example, his favored wife Aksha is killed on his orders, showing how polygamy intertwines 
with abuse of authority, rivalry, and the oppression of women. In contrast, Sarinji has a single betrothed, 
Bermet, emphasizing a more focused, loyal, and just relationship. The epic uses these marital structures 
to explore family hierarchy, inheritance, and moral responsibility. Polygamy in traditional Kyrgyz society 
was not widespread and was generally restricted to wealthy men, as maintaining multiple wives required 
substantial resources. Within these households, competition and rivalry among women were common. 
Favored wives often became targets of jealousy, intrigue, and mistreatment by other wives, reflecting the 
social tensions that could arise from such arrangements. The epic   portrays these dynamics, illustrating 
how polygamy could contribute to conflict, injustice, and personal suffering, particularly for women, while 
also linking marital practices to wealth, status, and family power within the tribe. 

Illustrative moment:  At that time, Bokoi had nine wives in total. Among them, he favored a beautiful wife 
named Aksha above all the others. If he spent nine nights with all his wives, he would spend all nine nights 
with Aksha alone, interested only in her well-being. When he spent the night with Aksha, dawn would arrive 
unnoticed. One morning, while Aksha was preparing tea in a golden tray and serving it to Bokoi, Japake 
came to him with a stolen golden ring. Aksha, despite her anger and shock, did not expect that her life 
would be so endangered. Japake told Bokoi: "Wise Bokoi, my blood, Bermet is your bride. Do not let anyone 
else take a bride like Bermet! She has become your wife—take her without delay. If it were me alone, I 
would marry her, but she belongs to you. She is yours; do not worry. You have nine wives, but even if they 
all unite, no one can take away your bride Bermet. Your fortune is secured. I have seen it with my own 
eyes; among women, I trust her the most. Take this ring as a gift. Bermet is your bride. Bokoi, my blood, 
do not harm her." Bokoi was delighted. He took the ring and placed it in his pocket, carefully examining it. 
He pondered the size, the shape, and its value, feeling satisfied. Then he said: "Oh, Japake! You have no 
sense when it comes to women. You have no words to speak, no courage in your heart." 

Love / Devotion  In Sarinji-Bokoi, love is not merely an emotional attachment; it is a force intertwined with 
loyalty, moral responsibility, and courage. The bond between Sarinji and Bermet exemplifies this ideal. 
Their relationship is tested through separation, danger, and social intrigue, showing that love in this context 
requires both emotional fidelity and deliberate action. Bermet demonstrates her love through patience and 
endurance. During Sarinji’s six-year exile, she remains loyal, resisting pressure to betray him or submit to 
Bokoi’s schemes. Her love is active: she observes, discerns threats, and prays for guidance, and plans 
strategically, showing that devotion involves wisdom as well as heart. Even in confinement, her loyalty 
never wavers; she preserves her inner strength and dignity while ensuring that Sarinji’s safety and honor 
are protected. Sarinji’s love mirrors Bermet’s in courage and action. His feelings for her inspire bravery, 
guiding him to confront enemies, defeat Bokoi’s followers, and reclaim justice. He does not act solely for 
passion but aligns his actions with duty, family, and moral principles. Their love is mutual, shaped by shared 
trials, and it becomes a guiding force that sustains them both.When Bermet sends word to Sarinji to come 
privately, she carefully balances discretion with devotion, expressing concern for his wellbeing while 
affirming her commitment. Sarinji responds with eagerness and resolve, trusting her guidance and 
demonstrating that love in this epic is inseparable from faith, honor, and moral responsibility. In the epic’s 



cultural context, this love reflects ideals of the Kyrgyz oral tradition: love is not passive sentiment but a 
source of moral courage, strategic thinking, and endurance. It sustains the characters through adversity, 
preserves family and community bonds, and ensures the fulfillment of promises.    

 Illustrative moment:  Japake and  Sarinji   together with courage and determination toward the father-in-
law’s household. As they arrive, the people watch carefully, quickly recognizing the young man’s presence 
and favoring him. Bermet, too, wonders anxiously about her fate. As dusk falls, she quietly runs toward her 
future husband, moving softly, shyly, her presence delicate like a blooming flower. Sarinji, attentive and 
composed, notices her at once, and their eyes meet. Relief floods Bermet’s heart as she sees his thoughtful 
and noble demeanor. Overcome with gratitude, she thanks God for his safety and guidance. Her troubled 
heart, burdened by fear and uncertainty, finally feels a sense of peace and hope, knowing that her loyalty 
and love are met with understanding and courage. 

Power / Ambition  The epic highlights how the desire for wealth, property, and influence shapes human 
behavior and drives conflict. Bokoi’s schemes against Sarinji and his family illustrate the destructive force 
of unchecked ambition. Despite being Jamgyrchy’s half-brother, Bokoi covets the family’s property and 
power, showing little regard for loyalty or moral responsibility. He manipulates his followers, Japake and 
Baikonur, to deceive and harm Sarinji, attempting to seize Bermet, his rightful bride. His actions are fueled 
by envy, greed, and a desire to dominate, revealing how personal ambition can erode family bonds and 
disrupt social harmony. The epic also shows the broader consequences of such ambition: those caught in 
Bokoi’s schemes, Sarinji, Bermet, and even innocent bystanders: experience suffering, exile, and danger. 
Power and ambition are portrayed not as neutral traits but as forces that must be tempered by wisdom, 
justice, and ethical responsibility. In contrast, Sarinji’s rightful claim to family leadership, wealth, and honor 
is guided by moral integrity, courage, and strategic action, emphasizing that true authority arises from 
character rather than mere desire. Through these contrasting approaches, the epic critiques the misuse of 
power while underscoring the responsibilities that accompany wealth, status, and influence within the 
Kyrgyz social and family structure. 

Illustrative moment:  Bokoi, driven by his desire to control wealth, property, and Sarinji’s bride, enlists the 
help of his followers Japake and Baikonur to deceive Sarinji. Japake approaches Sarinji under false 
pretenses, pretending to be a helpful companion while secretly guiding him into a trap. Baikonur follows 
Bokoi’s instructions, carrying out the scheme to capture Bermet and bring her under Bokoi’s control. Bokoi’s 
ambition is revealed in his meticulous planning, as he uses manipulation, deception, and force to achieve 
his goals, showing little regard for morality, family loyalty, or the well-being of others. This calculated plot 
demonstrates how Bokoi’s hunger for power motivates him to exploit both people and circumstances, 
creating tension and conflict. Sarinji, unaware at first of the full extent of the plan, is placed in a vulnerable 
position, emphasizing the threat posed by unchecked ambition and the lengths to which Bokoi will go to 
dominate wealth, property, and influence within the family and community. 


