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OVERVIEW 

Epic Poem       “Kojojash” is one of the older, smaller epics of the Kyrgyz people. Unlike the famous epic 
trilogy of Manas, Semetey, and Seytek, Kyrgyz folklore includes many smaller epics, and “Kojojash” is one 
of them.     Currently, the Manuscript Fund of the Kyrgyz Academy of Sciences preserves three versions of 
the poem “Kojоjash.” The first version was documented in 1923 by Kayum Miftakov from Sulayman 
Konokbayev. The second version was recorded based on the oral performance of the reciter Alymkul 
Usonbaev and subsequently published in 1938. The third version was collected in 1949 by Zair 
Mamytbekov from Tolomush Jeentayev.  

The epic poem was also adapted into film. In 1984, the renowned director Tolomush Okeev produced a 
feature film titled The Descendants of the Snow Leopard (Ak Ilbirstin Tukumu.) The screenplay was written 
by playwright and writer Mar Baijiev together with director Tolomush Okeev. This film is considered one of 
the best achievements of Kyrgyz cinema. 

Background           The story centers on Kojojash, a skilled hunter who once helped his village survive 
through hunting but later became cruel and destroyed a family of argali protected by the sacred Kaiberen. 
In Kyrgyz mythology, wild animals especially deer, argali, and mountain goats are believed to be under the 
protection of Kaiberen, the holy totem and master of the hunt. Encounters with Kaiberen, particularly in 
dreams, are understood as signs of destiny, spiritual calling, and moral responsibility. Many legends about 
Kojojash have been preserved in oral tradition. These accounts describe how, during times of famine, he 
hunted deer and wild goats including the Marco Polo sheep to save his people from starvation. Scholars 
believe that these legends later formed the basis of the epic poem “Kojojash”. 

MAIN CHARACTERS 

Kojojash – a skilled hunter and the central figure of the poem 
Zulayka – the wife of Kojojash 
Sur Echki – a female argali, the sacred Kaiberen totem, the guardian of wild animals. 
Karypbay – the father of Kojojash 

SYNOPSIS 

   The epic poem “Kojojash” tells the tragic story of a legendary hunter whose extraordinary skill brings both 
prosperity and destruction. Kojojash is unmatched in hunting and serves his community as a provider, 
supplying wild game during times when livestock suffers, especially in harsh winters. Honored by the people 
and supported by sacred forces, he hunts with confidence, prayer, and mastery, becoming a figure of fame 
and authority. Kojojash marries Zulayka, a wise and discerning woman who foresees danger through 
dreams and divination. One day, Kojojash himself dreams that he kills Ala-Bash, a vision that warns of 
irreversible violence and foreshadows his fate. At the same time, Sur Echki, the sacred Kaiberen and 
guardian of wild animals, dreams of the destruction of her family and recognizes Kojojash as a threat to the 
natural order. Ignoring warnings from his own dream, from Zulayka, and from the Kaiberen itself, Kojojash 
continues hunting without limit.  During the hunt Kojojash kills all kids of Sur Echki.  She confronts the hunter 
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and pleads with him to spare her mate, Alabash, asking only restraint rather than revenge.   Sur Echki does 
not act out of malice but enforces the laws of the natural world. She leads Kojojash into the mountains, 
confuses his mind, and brings him to a high cliff where his fate is fulfilled. Kojojash dies on the rock, 
separated from his people and family. His death causes immense grief among his parents, his wife Zulayka, 
and the entire community. The epic poem ends not with triumph but with mourning and reflection, affirming 
that even the greatest human power remains subject to fate and the sacred laws of nature.  

SCENES  

The Early Life of Kojojash  Kojojash comes from the Kytai clan within the Kyrgyz people.   From early 
childhood, Kojojash shows exceptional qualities that set him apart from others. Even as a small child, he 
attracts the attention of the community with his strength, alertness, and confidence. As he grows, his skills 
and character develop quickly, and by adolescence he is already devoted to hunting. Dreams of saint 
Kaiberen family of argali mark his destiny, guiding him toward the path of a master hunter. By the age of 
fifteen, the entire Kytai clan celebrates Kojojash as a hunter of remarkable skill and promise. 

The Hunter Who Became a Legend Kojojash is a famous hunter in the vast Kyrgyz lands. He grows strong 
and skilled, hunting deer and wild goats for his people. His speed and aim are unmatched, and everyone 
trusts him. The villagers believe that Sur Echki, the female argali, is the embodiment of Kaiberen, the sacred 
totem and guardian spirit of wild herds.  Yet Kojojash hunts without mercy, even when the spirit begs for 
mercy. His fame spreads far, and people praise him as the greatest hunter alive. 

The Price of Pride Kojojash is celebrated for his skill, but his power turns cruel. When he hunts, he refuses 
to spare even one of wild animals. The totemic spirit of Kaiberen cannot stop him. He hunts relentlessly, 
even in sacred places, and he does not fear the spirits.  Kojojash lives a life of honor and fear, both loved 
and feared by his people.   

News about Zulayka One day, news arrives in Kojojash’s village, but the hunter himself does not hear it, 
for he is out in the open fields, alone and far from people. A letter comes from Karakojo, announcing that 
his daughter Zulayka will choose her future husband publicly, without bride price or coercion. Men from 
every place are invited to be tested by her judgment. Kojojash’s father laments that his son lives only for 
the wilderness and never stays in the village, unaware of what is unfolding. 

Zulayka Wants to See Kojojash Zulayka stands veiled upon a tower, holding a red apple, observing every 
man who passes before her. Though many gather, none please her heart, and the crowd leaves 
disappointed, blaming her pride. Only then does she ask if anyone has not come. Someone speaks of 
Kojojash, the solitary hunter who lives among cliffs and rocks. Zulayka declares that she wishes to see him 
as well, believing that if he does not match her spirit, she will abandon worldly hopes altogether. 

The Arrival of Kojojash and Zulayka’s Trial of Suitors Far from her village, Zulayka orders two white 
yurts to be raised and instructs that anyone seeking her must be brought there. She waits, thinking 
constantly of Kojojash, the hunter. One day, a man with a slung rifle approaches the yurt. Shabyr, the 
servant girl, sees him while fetching water and rushes inside, announcing excitedly that the long-awaited 
hunter has come. Her careless words embarrass Zulayka before the people, stirring anger rather than joy. 

Zulayka and Shabyr: Pride, Honor, and the Test of the Hunter Zulayka sharply rebukes Shabyr, 
reminding her that no bride price has been paid and no vow has been made. She declares that she is not 
a woman to be spoken of lightly, nor a servant to be ordered. If she chooses a husband, it will be by her 
own will. Shabyr answers boldly, insisting that the hunter is only a man like others and deserves to be seen. 
Finally, Zulayka rises, resolved to look upon Kojojash herself and judge him face to face. 

Kojojash and Zulayka’s Fated Meeting Preparing to see her, Kojojash dresses in his finest clothes and 
waits calmly in the yurt. Zulayka appears radiant, her beauty dazzling everyone, and news quickly spreads 
that the hunter has arrived from distant lands. Surrounded by her forty attendants, she comes to judge him 



for herself. At first, pride holds her back, and she speaks harshly, ashamed that the servant Shabyr has 
acted as an intermediary. Yet doubt grows in her heart. Consulting her book of fate, Zulayka realizes that 
Kojojash is destined to be her husband. She sends word to her father, accepts the hunter, and the wedding 
preparations soon begin.  

Kojojash Proves His Worth   Drawn by the promise of gold, hunters shoot day and night, yet none can 
strike the slender target. Wearied crowds begin to despair, until Kojojash steps forward. Calm and resolute, 
he prepares his ancestral rifle, a weapon refined with care and honor. The people gather, holding their 
breath, while Zulayka watches with quiet faith. With a single measured shot, Kojojash strikes the hair-thin 
mark, and the heavy gold falls to the ground. Astonishment ripples through the crowd. His skill silences 
doubt, confirms his name as a master hunter, and secures the respect of elders, kin, and bride alike. 

Kojojash Stops Hunting The number of wild animals the hunter has killed reaches one hundred thousand. 
After marrying Zulayka, he no longer hunts and does not leave her side. Even when his people say that 
they miss the meat of the sacred wild animals, he refuses to go. He no longer listens to the call of the Kytai 
clan. Anyone who observes this behavior is astonished by the hunter’s unusual conduct.  

Dream One night, in his dream, the hunter takes his white-handled rifle and cannot stay still. His heart 
beats fast with excitement. In a valley, thirty kids and forty yearlings graze together, as if placed there for 
him alone. He grows tense and breathless and smiles beneath his moustache. In the dream he decides to 
hunt and leave none alive. He sees Alabash, a mottled male argali, the father of many offspring. He shoots 
Alabash, and the body tumbles down a steep rocky slope. As he approaches, his spirits rise. Seeing the 
hide as a prize for a strong man, Kojojash rejoices. 

Kojojash Tells His Dream to Zulayka Kojojash says that in his dream he takes great spoils and gives 
thanks to God. He boasts that he kills all the animals without sparing a single one and gathers them into 
one hollow, even bringing sorrow upon a powerful argali like Alabash. He asks Zulayka to interpret the 
dream, saying that God has led him to such game and that she, being wise, should explain its meaning.   

Zulayka Interprets the Dream Zulayka says that the hunter has seen a troubling dream and has faced a 
dangerous fate in his sleep, testing even his fragile life. She begs him not to cause her sorrow and warns 
him not to go after the wild animals. She tells him that conflict and disaster await him if he hunts the game 
he saw in his dream. She urges him not to shoot Alabash, saying that doing so will only bring greater 
trouble. Zulayka warns him not to boast, not to gather spoils, and not to act recklessly out of youthful pride. 
She fears that if he ignores her words, his strength and his beard itself will become a rope of suffering for 
her, and her happiness will be destroyed. 

Kojojash Has His Dream Interpreted by the Elders Kojojash goes to the elders and respectfully asks 
them to listen to his words. He tells them that he, the famous and skillful hunter created by God, has seen 
a dream during the night. In his dream he is hunting and shoots Alabash, a powerful argali. He asks the 
elders what kind of dream this is and what it may mean. The elders speak and say that Alabash is a fine 
and noble animal and that the dream foretells great fortune. They tell Kojojash that he is moving toward 
abundant game and rich spoils. Encouraged by their words, the hunter prepares to go and shoot Alabash. 
He prays to the spirits of his ancestors, believing that the Creator will grant his wish. 

The Sur Echki’s Dream On the night Kojojash dreams, Sur Echki dreams as well. Fear grips her heart, 
and she senses death drawing near in her dream. She pleads with Alabash, her mate, warning that the 
famous hunter, favored by God, is coming to kill him.   “Come, Alabash, let us leave this place and move 
on. My dream was true; death is near. If we stay, disaster will strike. Let us cross the white slopes and 
reach a safer land. The hunter Kojojash is cruel and swift; he will not spare us or our children. Do not ignore 
my words. If we remain here, all will be destroyed. Let us find a peaceful mountain, fresh water, and live in 
safety and joy.” 



Alabash’s Stubborn Choice   Alabash the goat speaks at length, refusing to leave their place. He says 
the cave is safe, warm in winter and cool in summer, a true refuge where hunters never come. He mocks 
the Sur Echki’s dream and fears. Though she warns him again of a hunter who will kill him and destroy their 
family, Alabash chooses fate over caution. At last, tired and old, he searches but finds no better place and 
returns.  

Kojojash Slaughters   Kojojash roams the mountains. Suddenly he sees a large herd grazing peacefully, 
with many kids and young goats spread across a rich pasture. At once, he slips quietly into cover. He 
dismounts, ties his horse with a leather strap, and pulls a leather powder case from his coat. Without 
measuring, he pours in the powder, loads the bullet, sets the fuse, sharpens the ramrod, and primes the 
gun. Sparks fly as stone strikes steel. He fixes the flint, tightens the steel clamp, and moves closer, hiding 
behind rocks. His rifle is fully prepared, heavy with charges, ready in the hands of a seasoned hunter. 

A Mother’s Plea Sur Echki speaks to the hunter: “You have killed all my young, and my heart is broken. I 
am left alone, wandering the open land in sorrow. I ask only one mercy; spare my old companion, Alabash. 
Let him live, though he is aged. Do not leave me crying and abandoned. You too know loneliness; do not 
bring this grief upon another. Grant this kindness, great hunter, and let my remaining days pass without 
tears.” Sur Echki weeps, her life shattered.    

Defiance and Tragedy The hunter mocks the she-goat and refuses her plea. She offers herself instead, 
asking him to spare old Alabash, but he boasts of his strength and challenges her to stand and be shot. 
She bravely faces him. His bullets run out, and still she stands unharmed. Enraged and shamed, the hunter 
draws his knife and kills Alabash instead. Seeing this, Sur Echki runs to her fallen companion, knowing her 
fate is sealed and mercy has failed. 

Sur Echki’s Lament After the slaughter, Sur Echki does not attack the hunter. She stands amid the dead, 
exhausted by grief, and speaks words heavier than weapons. She curses Kojojash not out of rage alone, 
but out of broken justice. She calls on God to see what has been done and to remember the innocent lives 
taken without mercy. Her curse is not sudden death, but lasting punishment: that joy will abandon him, that 
his triumph will turn hollow, and that his strength will become his burden. She warns that blood spilled 
unjustly does not vanish—it waits. Kojojash leaves the mountains proud of his hunt, unaware that the curse 
has already begun to follow him, quietly, patiently, like fate itself. 

Sur Echki Wants Revenge  The Sur Echki cries out in grief and anger.   She warns that pride will not save 
him from death and vows revenge. When winter ends and spring comes, she says she will return, lame but 
determined, to bring sorrow to his life. Left alone and homeless, she swears an oath: if she lives, her curse 
will follow Kojojash. The hunter replies coldly, unmoved by her tears or words. 

Sur Echki, Spirit of Kaiberen, Lures the Hunter Away As time passes, Kojojash forgets his troubling 
dreams. Sur Echki acts. She appears as a gray goat, but she is more than an animal: she carries the spirit 
of Kaiberen, the sacred saint and totem of the Kyrgyz Mountains, guardian of wild creatures. Quietly, she 
enters the hunter’s camp, half-visible, otherworldly.   

Sur Echki Draws the Hunter Away Sur Echki appears, disguised as a limping goat, dragging her hind leg, 
unable to flee or walk far. Those who see her are drawn in, and Kojojash’s heart grows restless. Zulayka 
senses danger and weeps, but the hunter pays no heed. Sur Echki prays silently to God, stirring sorrow in 
Zulayka’s soul. Two men from the village arrive, warning Kojojash: the strange goat has come to the camp, 
pursued by many yet never caught. They beg him to shoot her and spare his mother’s grief. Anger rises in 
Kojojash. He arms himself and leaves, while Zulayka cries, unable to stop him. 

Zulayka’s Last Plea The fierce hunter rushes on, while Zulayka despairs and clings to him. She begs him 
not to go, warning that fate cannot be resisted and that if he leaves, no child or kin will remain behind her. 
She fears a future of emptiness and grief. But Kojojash will not listen. Driven by desire, he takes up his 
weapon and runs after the goat. Zulayka cries out that the cunning Sur Echki is sent by God to lure him 



away, beyond return. The hunter, inflamed with passion, ignores her tears. Seeing the goat, he rejoices, 
and Sur Echki, sensing her power, feels triumphant as he follows. 

The Unfailing Goat Not a single shot finds its mark. Kojojash does not yet understand the power that 
protects the goat. Though he fires again and again, nothing harms her. The people cheer, believing the 
hunter’s luck will soon turn. The goat, however, weeps and prays, for her life is bound to a higher will. Anger 
fills Kojojash. He stops thinking, stops fearing, and runs after her on foot. His famous hunting cry echoes 
through the land, but the goat does not slow. She moves ahead calmly, as if guided by fate itself. 

The Road of Loss Sur Echki leads Kojojash across mountains, rivers, and wide valleys. She never 
stumbles, never tires. Behind him, Zulayka cries, knowing his path has no return. Village after village, pass 
after pass, the hunter follows, forgetting home, kin, and mercy. His desire hardens into blindness. He no 
longer hunts for need, only for pride. The goat’s quiet flight draws him farther from his people and closer to 
ruin. Her tears fall on the earth, and sorrow grows wherever they touch. 

Trapped at the Rock of Oluya-Atam The Sur Echki goat flees toward the sacred Rock of Oluya-Atam, 
drawing Kojojash after her. She enters the depths of Chatkal mountains, then slips into a narrow stone 
gorge. There she turns and prays to God, asking that her fate be set right. Fear and anger shake her, yet 
she keeps running. Kojojash follows without pause, leaping from rock to rock, blinded by vengeance. His 
boots do not slip, his body does not tire, as if unseen hands carry him upward. Man and goat reach the holy 
stone together, where escape closes and destiny waits. 

Judgment at the Sacred Rock  Sur Echki  rejoices and runs, thinking she will escape. The hunter follows, 
but the law of God no longer stands with him. In his rage he swings his arm, and punishment strikes him 
instead. Startled, Sur Echki leaps onto the edge of a high rock. Kojojash follows—and there he stops, 
frozen. The goat stands firm and begins to curse him, her eyes wide, her voice trembling. At the Rock of 
Oluya-Atam she prays, then finds peace. She says his end has come: Alabash is avenged, Zulayka is left 
in sorrow, and the hunter, blinded by greed, is trapped, offering his neck to fate. 

The Hunter’s Torment   Kojojash suffers greatly. The goat, her heart now calm and her eyes shining, 
stands on the Rock of Oluya-Atam while Kojojash remains trapped there, unable to move and unsure of 
what to do. When the goat leaves him bound to the stone, her desire for vengeance is fulfilled. The hunter’s 
sorrow and regret rise within him, but his suffering feels like an unchangeable fate. What has happened is 
not only revenge, but destiny itself, and the goat’s long anger finally comes to its end. 

Zulayka Learns of Kojojash on the Rock Day and night Zulayka weeps, her sorrow flowing without rest. 
She waits for her hunter, wondering when Kojojash will return, thinking of him morning and evening. At last 
she takes up her white book of fate, seeking an answer. She opens one page and sees him standing on 
the rock. She turns another, and again Kojojash appears trapped, restless, doomed. Fear shakes her mind. 
Tears fall as she understands: the sacred spirit has not spared him, and Kojojash remains alive yet bound 
to stone. Finding no remedy, Zulayka closes the book, gathers her grief, and goes to her father-in-law, 
carrying the truth revealed by fate. 

Zulayka’s Plea to Her Father-in-law Zulayka runs to her father-in-law  Karypbay in anguish. Crying out to 
him, she says her strength is gone: his only son, Kojojash, is trapped on the sacred Oluya-Atam Rock. She 
curses the deceiving Sur Echki whose trick left him there alone. Zulayka begs her father-in-law to trust the 
vision she has read in her white book, where fate is clearly written. She urges him to gather their kin and 
people and go at once to the rock. Her words are filled with grief; she has lost her joy, her hope, and her 
future with Kojojash she loves. 

The People Gather at the Rock When Karypbay understands what has happened, grief floods his heart. 
Crying out, he sends word to all his people. Because he is wealthy and respected, the entire community 
responds. One by one, then all together, a thousand households prepare and set out. Craftsmen take their 
hammers and bellows, hoping to free the trapped hunter. Weeping, the people move toward the sacred 



Oluya-Atam Rock. Zulayka runs ahead of them, sobbing. When she looks up at the cliff, her strength leaves 
her. High on the rock, Kojojash appears small and alone, like a dark bird against the stone. Zulayka’s tears 
fall without end. 

Lament and Answer     Trapped on the cliff, Kojojash turns to God in sorrow, unable to descend. Below, 
his people weep and throw a thousand ropes, but none can reach him. Zulayka’s grief deepens, and 
Kojojash calls out to her, begging her not to cry and not to torment her living soul. He reminds her that she 
carries a child and that he himself never knew the joy of children. He accepts God’s will and asks her not 
to add to his regret. Zulayka answers in tears, blaming fate for imprisoning him on the rock. His parents join 
the lament, accepting destiny with broken hearts. 

No Hope  Kojojash tells his parents there is no hope left: he cannot return alive. The people cry aloud, 
mourning the brave hunter who has brought sorrow to his land. His father and mother look up at the cliff, 
calling him their child, but their eyes cannot reach him. Kojojash urges his father not to waste his life on 
grief, saying tears cannot change fate. He asks them to be strong and accept what God has decided. 

Kojojash’s Last Words Kojojash calls out from the cliff, telling his parents not to drown in grief. There is 
no family left to rely on, no child behind him yet—only Zulayka, carrying his unborn child. He says he hunted 
the sacred Kaiberen and now stands alone on the black rock, his tears falling. If God allows, he asks that 
if Zulayka bears a son, they name him Moldojash, a hunter like his father. He begs them to care for Zulayka 
and not break their own lives with sorrow. Seeing his people below and hearing his father’s voice, Kojojash 
loses hope and throws himself from the cliff, meeting his fate alone. 

The Tragic Fate of Kojojash Kojojash falls crying out, and Karypbay, once blessed, and wails for his lost 
son. The hunter’s body hangs alone on the cliff, unreachable, his parents’ eyes fixed upward in grief. His 
mother weeps, certain her only child will never return. The people of his village mourn, for fate has claimed 
the great hunter in a way no human strength could prevent. Zulayka, who loved him, sheds silent tears, 
while the spirit of Kaiberen takes its due. Kojojash’s death is written by destiny: his resting place is the rock 
itself, and no amount of human sorrow can undo what is fated. 

CHARACTER ANALYSIS  

Kojojash 

Kojojash is a legendary hunter whose identity is defined by unmatched skill, strength, and authority over 
the natural world. From an early age, he possesses extraordinary ability: his weapons are powerful, his 
gear fashioned from the hides of strong animals, and his aim never fails. Deer, ibex, argali, and even bears 
fall before him; no creature escapes once Kojojash enters the hunt. The wild senses his presence; animals 
scatter simply at the sound of his name, marking him as a figure who stands above ordinary humans. 

Altruist Kojojash serves his people as a provider and protector within a nomadic society whose survival 
depends on livestock. During harsh winters, when snow and frost cause cattle to perish from hunger, 
hunting becomes a vital means of sustenance. Kojojash hunts not for personal pleasure but for the well-
being of the entire community, supplying meat from wild argali and other game. Under his leadership, 
people no longer need to slaughter their remaining herds, preserving their livelihood. For this reason, the 
community honors him and awaits his return. His hunting bears a sacred dimension: supported by   the  
holy  spirits, and guided by prayer, Kojojash unites spiritual discipline with physical mastery. 

Self-disciplined   Kojojash never rushes into action or hunts carelessly; instead, he prepares with patience 
and precision, fully aware that a single mistake can bring harm not only to himself but also to the community 
that depends on him. Before setting out, he prays and seeks spiritual alignment, showing that his strength 
is governed by moral restraint rather than raw aggression. His calm focus, controlled movements, and 
deliberate choices reveal a hunter who masters his own impulses first. In Kojojash, skill is inseparable from 



inner order: his success comes from balance, responsibility, and disciplined respect for both nature and the 
sacred. 

Overconfident Kojojash’s extraordinary mastery as a hunter gradually transforms confidence into excess. 
Repeated success convinces him that neither nature nor fate can resist his skill. Trusting in his strength, 
experience, and past divine support, he loses the sense of restraint that once governed his actions. This 
overconfidence drives him to hunt relentlessly, destroying entire herds rather than taking only what is 
necessary. In epic terms, this is not moral corruption but hubris: a heroic overreach where human ability 
challenges the sacred balance guarded by Kaiberen. His downfall emerges precisely from the same 
qualities: skill, courage, certainty, that once made him indispensable to his people. 

Powerless Despite his legendary strength and unmatched skill, Kojojash ultimately remains subject to the 
immutable laws of nature. His weapons, courage, and reputation cannot protect him once he violates the 
natural order. Nature, patient and inexorable, does not punish immediately; instead, it allows excess to 
accumulate until balance must be restored. At this point, Kojojash’s human power proves fragile. Trapped 
on the cliff and abandoned by his former mastery, he confronts the truth that no individual, however heroic, 
can dominate nature without consequence. His weakness lies not in his body, but in the limits imposed on 
all humans by cosmic and ecological law. 

Regretful In the final stage of his life, Kojojash becomes deeply regretful. Isolated on the cliff and facing 
death, he reflects on his actions and recognizes that his relentless destruction of wild animals has violated 
the natural balance. His regret is not expressed through panic or anger, but through quiet realization and 
sorrow. This remorse reveals his moral awareness: he understands too late that skill and strength do not 
grant the right to take without measure. His regret humanizes him, transforming the legendary hunter into 
a tragic figure who learns the truth of responsibility only when escape is no longer possible. 

Zulayka 

Zulayka, the wife of Kojojash, is a wise, emotionally complex, and morally grounded character whose 
presence counterbalances her husband’s heroic yet destructive force. While Kojojash’s power is expressed 
through physical strength and mastery of hunting, Zulayka’s strength lies in intellect, foresight, and 
emotional depth. 

Intuitive Zulayka possesses a deep intuitive awareness that allows her to perceive hidden truths beyond 
ordinary understanding. By interpreting Kojojash’s dream and consulting the book of fate, she senses the 
danger that surrounds his actions and foresees the tragic consequences of his continued hunting. Her 
intuition is not passive; it moves her to act. She warns Kojojash and urges him not to go, showing that her 
insight is guided by responsibility and care rather than fear. This trait defines her as a character who 
recognizes destiny in advance and strives to protect her loved ones from its destructive force. 

Dignified Zulayka embodies feminine dignity rooted in noble origin and inner refinement. As the daughter 
of a respected and well-known man, she carries herself with grace, self-respect, and moral authority. Her 
femininity is not weakness but composure, restraint, and ethical firmness. She speaks carefully, upholds 
honor, and acts with measured wisdom, reflecting the values of her lineage. This dignified femininity allows 
her to influence events not through force, but through counsel, intuition, and emotional strength, making 
her a stabilizing presence beside Kojojash. 

Discerning Zulayka demonstrates discernment through her deliberate and principled choice of a husband. 
She resists social pressure, wealth, and reputation, refusing numerous suitors until she recognizes the man 
who aligns with her inner moral and spiritual standards. Her selection of Kojojash is thoughtful rather than 
impulsive, reflecting clarity of judgment and self-respect. Through this discernment, she asserts feminine 
authority and moral agency, evaluating worth beyond external status or display. 



Devoted As a devoted wife, Zulayka’s loyalty to Kojojash is unwavering and principled. She stands by him 
openly, defending his honor and upholding his reputation within the community, even when his actions 
place him at risk. Her devotion is not blind obedience but conscious commitment: she understands his 
greatness and his flaws and remains faithful through both. After his death, her grief is profound and 
dignified. Rather than collapsing into helpless sorrow, she reflects on loss, fate, and responsibility. Her 
mourning becomes purposeful, oriented toward preserving memory, protecting lineage, and sustaining 
moral order. In this way, Zulayka’s loyalty transforms personal loss into enduring ethical strength. 

Tragic   Zulayka embodies tragic awareness: she perceives the truth of Kojojash’s fate through intuition, 
dreams, and foresight, yet remains powerless to prevent it. Her knowledge deepens rather than relieves 
her suffering, binding her to an outcome she understands but cannot change. This conflict between insight 
and helplessness defines her tragedy. It also exposes the structural limits imposed on her as a woman 
within the epic’s moral universe, she may see clearly and judge rightly, but decisive action lies beyond her 
authority. Thus, her tragedy is not ignorance, but lucid endurance of an inevitable loss. 

Sur Echki   

Sur Echki functions as a totem-guardian of nature, not simply as an animal. As a   Kaiberen (totem), it 
embodies the collective spirit of wild life and the moral laws of the natural world. Rooted in ancient Kyrgyz 
and Turkic beliefs, such totems are sacred beings that protect specific species and maintain balance 
between humans and nature. 

Just   Sur Echki does not act out of malice or hostility toward people. Instead, it confronts Kojojash as a 
moral authority, demanding restraint and justice. Its plea to spare the Alabash, even after the loss of many 
offspring, highlights its role as a suffering but dignified guardian. By speaking, pleading, and setting 
conditions, Sur Echki asserts that nature has limits and laws. Kojojash’s failure to respect the totem 
ultimately marks his transgression against the sacred order, turning the Kaiberen into an agent of tragic 
inevitability rather than revenge. 

Strategic  Sur Echki acts with deliberate strategy rather than aggression. By appearing as an ordinary 
female argali and leading Kojojash toward the rock, she guides events quietly and purposefully. Her actions 
are measured and intentional, serving the higher laws of nature instead of personal hostility. This strategy 
allows justice to unfold inevitably, showing that the sacred order works through guidance and inevitability, 
not open force or deception. 

Visionary (Prophetic)   Sur Echki dreams that Kojojash comes and kills her kin. In the dream, he appears 
unexpectedly, and systematically destroys her lineage, leaving the valleys filled with corpses. This dream 
is not metaphorical; it is a prophetic vision that reveals Kojojash as a hunter destined to violate the sacred 
balance of nature. Through the dream, Sur Echki understands that her family, including Alabash, is marked 
for destruction, and that she herself will be forced to confront him.   Sur Echki does not act blindly or out of 
revenge. She acts with knowledge of what is coming and with awareness of the moral weight of events. 
Her later actions, approaching the village, luring Kojojash to the rock, and speaking to him, are responses 
to a fate she has already foreseen, not tricks born of cunning. 

Devoted   Sur Echki directly asks Kojojash to spare the life of Alabash, even after the destruction of much 
of her family. Her plea is not self-centered and not vengeful; it is an act of loyalty and commitment to her 
partner. By prioritizing Alabash’s life above all else, she embodies devotion rooted in bond and 
responsibility. This trait humanizes the Kaiberen and underscores a key moral contrast in the epic: while 
Sur Echki seeks preservation and balance within nature, Kojojash’s refusal marks his failure to respect 
sacred relational ties. 

 

 



THEMES 

Human Power vs. the Laws of Nature         The poem explores the tension between human mastery and 
the inviolable laws of nature. Kojojash possesses extraordinary strength, skill, and endurance, enabling him 
to hunt with unmatched precision and to provide for his people during times of hardship. His power initially 
appears heroic and beneficial, as it protects the community from hunger and elevates him to legendary 
status. However, the poem gradually reveals that human power, no matter how exceptional, is not absolute. 
By killing excessively and ignoring the sacred limits embodied by the Kaiberen, Kojojash treats nature as 
an object to be conquered rather than a living order to be respected. Sur Echki represents nature’s moral 
authority, reminding him that balance, restraint, and respect are essential laws that humans cannot 
override. Kojojash’s downfall demonstrates that when human ambition crosses these boundaries, nature 
inevitably reasserts its supremacy, restoring balance through tragic consequence rather than mercy. 

Illustrative moment: Sur Echki rejoices and runs, thinking she will escape. The hunter follows, but the law 
of God no longer stands with him. In his rage he swings his arm, and punishment strikes him instead. 
Startled, Sur Echki leaps onto the edge of a high rock. Kojojash follows—and there he stops, frozen. The 
goat stands firm and begins to curse him, her eyes wide, her voice trembling. At the Rock of Oluya-Atam 
she prays, then finds peace. She says his end has come: Alabash is avenged, Zulayka is left in sorrow, 
and the hunter, blinded by greed, is trapped, offering his neck to fate. 

Sacredness of Nature (Kaiberen Totem)         In traditional Kyrgyz culture, nature was understood as a 
living, sacred system governed by spiritual patrons and guardian beings rather than as a resource to be 
dominated. Every sphere of life including herding, hunting, and travel existed under the protection and 
supervision of invisible forces that demanded respect and moral restraint. Before the Islamic period, 
livestock and wild animals were believed to have their own patrons or totems who safeguarded both the 
animals and the people who depended on them. Zengi Baba protected cattle, Kambar Ata watched over 
horses, Oysul Ata served as the guardian of camels, and Cholpon Ata blessed sheep and goats. Wild 
animals, especially deer, argali, and mountain goats, fell under the protection of Kaiberen, the sacred 
master of the hunt. Hunters believed that success was not achieved by skill alone but required spiritual 
permission. Sacred figures such as Aziz Kaiyp, also known as Pir Kaiyp, invisibly supported hunters who 
acted with humility, prayer, and moderation. Animals were thought to offer themselves only when the 
hunter’s intentions were pure and justified. Excessive or disrespectful killing was seen as a violation of 
cosmic balance and invited punishment. 

Alongside animal patrons, Kyrgyz belief included nature spirits associated with mountains, water, forests, 
and the earth itself, as well as ancestral spirits who protected families and clans. Above all stood Tengri, 
the sky deity, who governed fate and moral order and granted kut, divine fortune, to those who lived in 
harmony with natural law. In the epic poem Kojojash, these beliefs took narrative form through Sur Echki, 
a Kaiberen figure who spoke, dreamed, and demanded justice. Her role reflected the ancient Kyrgyz 
conviction that nature was conscious, ethical, and capable of responding when its sacred limits were 
broken. 

Illustrative moment: Sur Echki cries out in grief and anger. She accuses the hunter of killing her mate and 
children and refusing mercy. She warns that pride will not save him from death and vows revenge. When 
winter ends and spring comes, she says she will return, lame but determined, to bring sorrow to his life. 
Left alone and homeless, she bids farewell to mountains and swears an oath: if she lives, her curse will 
follow Kojojash. The hunter replies coldly, unmoved by her tears or words. 

Inevitability of Fate         The poem constructs fate as an inescapable force revealed through multiple 
channels of knowledge. Dreams, prophecies, and omens function as early warnings rather than tools for 
prevention. Kojojash sees a dream that foreshadows his downfall, yet his confidence prevents him from 
interpreting it as a warning. Sur Echki also sees a dream in which her family is destroyed, allowing nature 
itself to foresee the coming violation. Zulayka, through the book of fate, reads what is already written and 
understands the danger awaiting her husband. Despite these layered revelations human, animal, and 
spiritual none of the characters possess the power to alter what is foreseen. Awareness does not equal 



agency. The convergence of dreams and divination underscores the tragic structure of the poem, where 
fate is announced repeatedly but unfolds unchanged, emphasizing the supremacy of cosmic law over 
individual will. 

Illustrative moment:  Sur Echki urges Alabash to leave their place, saying her dream foretells death and the 
coming of the cruel hunter Kojojash. She believes only by crossing the white slopes and finding a new land 
with fresh water can they save themselves and their young. Alabash refuses, trusting the safety of their 
residing place, warm in winter and cool in summer. Old and weary, he fears wandering more than death 
and chooses to remain. Thus, warning and refusal stand side by side, setting the path toward tragedy. 

Moral Responsibility and Justice         The poem presents justice as a moral principle that operates 
beyond human law and personal intention. Sur Echki embodies this ethical order, confronting Kojojash not 
with hatred or vengeance but with a measured demand for restraint. Her plea to spare Alabash after the 
loss of many offspring emphasizes proportionality rather than retribution. Justice, in this sense, is rooted in 
balance and responsibility, not retaliation. Kojojash’s punishment does not arise from cruelty or chance but 
from accumulated moral imbalance. His continued disregard for limits transforms legitimate hunting into 
ethical transgression. When he violates the sacred order governing the relationship between humans and 
nature, consequence becomes inevitable. His death, therefore, is not an act of revenge by nature but the 
restoration of disrupted harmony. The poem affirms that true power is subordinate to moral law and that 
individual prowess cannot override the demands of justice embedded in the cosmic order. 

Illustrative moment:  Kojojash tells his parents that all hope is gone and that he will never return alive. Cries 
of grief rise among the people as they mourn the brave hunter whose fate has brought suffering upon his 
land. His mother and father lift their voices toward the cliff, calling to their son, yet he remains beyond their 
reach. Kojojash asks his father not to destroy himself with sorrow, reminding him that tears cannot alter 
destiny. He urges his parents to endure and accept God’s will. Amid farewells and lamentation, Kojojash 
makes his final decision. Having spoken his last words, he throws himself from the sacred rock, meeting 
his death below, while his family and people are left in powerless grief. 

Hubris / Ambition       Kojojash’s confidence in his hunting mastery slowly grows into destructive pride. 
Having never missed his mark and having provided abundantly for his people, he comes to trust his own 
power more than the laws that govern nature. This belief creates the illusion that skill alone grants immunity 
from consequence. As a result, he dismisses warnings, ignores prophetic dreams, and refuses the moral 
appeal of Sur Echki, who asks him to show restraint. Kojojash no longer hunts out of necessity or communal 
duty but out of certainty that nothing can oppose him. This overconfidence marks a crucial turning point in 
his character. The qualities that once defined him as a protector courage precision and self-discipline are 
overtaken by arrogance and excess. By placing his personal prowess above sacred limits, he breaks the 
ethical balance between human and nature. His fall is therefore not caused by weakness or ignorance but 
by hubris the tragic belief that power frees one from responsibility. Through Kojojash, the poem warns that 
when confidence becomes pride even the greatest hero becomes vulnerable to inevitable ruin. 

Illustrative moment: The hunter mocks Sur Echki and refuses her plea. She offers herself instead, asking 
him to spare old Alabash, but he boasts of his strength and challenges her to stand and be shot. She 
bravely faces him. His bullets run out, and still she stands unharmed. Enraged and shamed, the hunter 
draws his knife and kills Alabash instead. Seeing this, Sur Echki runs to her fallen mate, knowing her fate 
is sealed and mercy has failed. 

 


