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OVERVIEW 

Author        

     Tologon Kasymbek was born on January 15, 1931, in Ak-Jol village, Aksy District, Jalal-Abad Region, 
Kyrgyzstan, as Kudaiberdi, the son of his father Kasymbek’s second marriage. His father, an educated 
man, introduced him to historical narratives and oral traditions, which later influenced Tologon’s literary 
works. Kasymbek’s death when Tologon was fifteen forced him into a life of hardship, shaping his resilience 
and commitment to learning. 

He studied Kyrgyz Language and Literature at Kyrgyz State University and began publishing fiction 
while still a student. After graduating in 1957, he held key cultural positions, including chief editor of Ala-
Too (1960–1973) and later of the State Committee for Publishing under the Council of Ministers of the 
Kyrgyz SSR. 

Kasymbek’s literary career began with The Little Horseman (1952). He gained national recognition 
with Alymkan, later adapted into a film. His autobiographical novella I Aspire to Be a Good Person (Adam 
Bolgum Kelet, 1965) reflects his own life experiences. 

He is best known for historical novels. Flourishing (Kelkel) explores Kyrgyz life before and after 
Soviet rule, while The Raid (Baskyn) and The Massacre (Kyrgyn) depict historical events and figures such 
as Baytik, Shabdan Batyr, Kurmanjan Datka, Toktogul Akyn, and Jantay Khan. His most celebrated novel, 
The Broken Sword (Syngan Kylych, 1966), was translated into all major Soviet languages and into English 
in 1980.   

Tologon Kasymbek is a deeply loved and celebrated author in Kyrgyzstan, renowned for his 
mastery of historical novels. Through his works, he vividly brings to life the history, culture, and traditions 
of the Kyrgyz people, portraying their struggles, resilience, and values across generations. His novels 
combine meticulous historical research with compelling storytelling, offering readers both education and 
inspiration. Kasymbek’s writings not only preserve the memory of important historical events and figures 
but also explore universal themes of honor, courage, and human dignity, earning him a lasting place in 

Kyrgyz literature and the hearts of readers. 
 
Novel  

The novel Maturity (Jetilgen Kurak) was written in 1976. It was later translated into Russian by L. 
Lebedeva and published in Moscow under the title Zrelost’ (Adulthood). In Turkish, it has been rendered as 
Olgun Nesil (Mature Generation).  

Background    

https://turkoloji.cu.edu.tr/pdf/cetilgen_kurak.pdf?utm_source=chatgpt.com


Maturity (Jetilgen Kurak) was written in 1976 and reflects the social and educational realities of Soviet 
Kyrgyzstan. The novel focuses on the lives of teachers in a rural Kyrgyz school and highlights the 
challenges they face within an outdated, rigid, and sometimes corrupt educational system. It portrays the 
struggles of a young, principled teacher, Esen, against indifference, negligence, and the moral decline of 
his colleagues, while also exploring the broader societal pressures of the time, such as collectivized 
agriculture and field labor for students. The work addresses not only practical educational issues but also 
the moral and spiritual development of the younger generation, emphasizing the importance of integrity, 
responsibility, and human dignity. Through characters like Esen, his students, and school administrators, 
the novel explores themes of ambition, envy, familial bonds, and the personal cost of societal constraints.  

Esen’s personal fate is central to the narrative. Orphaned in early childhood, he grows up in an 
orphanage, trained in Russian language and literature, and returns to his home village to teach. Throughout 
the novel, he struggles against professional jealousy, false accusations, and social corruption, striving to 
improve the lives of his students. His journey also encompasses the discovery of his estranged father, 
Jainak, and the reconciliation with his father’s widow, revealing themes of loss, regret, and the human 
desire for family and belonging. Alongside his professional challenges, Esen navigates personal feelings 
for his student, Alima, learning to balance love, respect, and societal norms. 
   
MAIN CHARACTERS 

Esen – young Russian language and literature teacher 
Alima – Esen's student and student of the university 
Kadyrkul – Alima's father 
Jorokul – assistant head of the school 
Baimat – Kyrgyz language and literature teacher 
Biybala – head of the school 
Jainak – Esen's father 
Old woman – Jainak's wife 

SYNOPSIS 

 Esen is born during the Second World War while his father is at the front. After his mother’s death, 
he grows up in an orphanage. Upon graduating from the Russian Language and Literature Department, he 
returns to his native village as a young teacher, guided by idealism and a strong sense of duty. His integrity 
and professionalism soon arouse resentment among his colleagues. 

The school is plagued by outdated methods and moral decline. Teachers arrive unprepared, 
sometimes smelling of alcohol, and students are sent to work in state farm fields instead of attending 
classes. Baimat, the Kyrgyz language and literature teacher, exploits struggling students by forcing them 
to work for his wife’s tobacco garden. Esen openly challenges these practices, insisting that education must 
be founded on dignity, responsibility, and respect for children. 

An anonymous letter accuses Esen of arrogance and of assaulting a student, leading to a district 
investigation. During the council meeting, Baimat admits he wrote the letter under Jorokul’s dictation. 
Biybala’s attempt to remove Esen through calculated praise is exposed. Despite hostility and intrigue, Esen 
remains determined to stay and reform the school. 

Kadyrkul, the father of Alima, Esen’s former student who is now studying at the university, reveals 
that Esen’s father, Jainak, is alive in Frunze. When Esen visits him, he cannot bring himself to ask why he 
was abandoned and only asks for a photograph of his mother, Kanym. Later, he learns that Jainak has died 
and receives a letter written before his death, explaining his wartime injury, forced marriage, and lifelong 
shame. The confession softens Esen’s resentment, and he accepts Jainak’s widow as his mother. 

At the same time, Esen struggles with his feelings for Alima. Waiting outside her dormitory, he 
stands uncertain, torn between the wounds of his past and the fragile hope of a new beginning. 

 

 



SCENES 

Esen Is in His Home Village 

Returning to the Village Esen gets off the bus in the village he remembers from childhood. He recalls the 
old bridge, the river, and vaguely, the school. He lived with his mother in the small house next to it. Hurrying 
through the familiar streets, he feels as if his mother waits for him. Where the school once stood, a cowshed 
rises. A man emerges and greets him. Esen asks about the school; the man explains the elementary school 
is gone, replaced by a secondary school. Cautious, he chooses his words carefully, unsure why this 
handsome young man has returned. 

Esen is a New Teacher Esen is happy to return to his village as the Russian language teacher. Some 
people walk along the streets, but he expects someone to recognize him; no one recognizes the orphan 
who left long ago. He goes to the school, but the classrooms are scattered and empty. He stands still, 
noticing the one-story building and a big apple garden. A young man in neat clothes approaches and asks 
if Esen is the new teacher sent by the district administration. He invites Esen to his house, explaining the 
village has no hotels, and promises the head of the school will arrange a place for him the next day. Esen 
feels welcomed. Jorokul, the math teacher, also serves as assistant head of school. 

First Day Preparations It is a day of preparation for the opening ceremony of the new school year. The 
head of the school introduces Esen Jainakov as the new teacher and arranges the house where he will 
stay. Jorokul accompanies Esen to show him the house, wondering why he returned to this remote village 
with no cinema, no civilization. Jorokul asks if Esen is a member of the Communist Party; Esen says yes. 
Jorokul thinks Esen is one of the young people eager for promotion. Noticing that Esen does not know 
some Kyrgyz words, Jorokul concludes that he is young and inexperienced. 

A Sleeping Teacher On his first day, Esen teaches the ninth grade during the second period. He greets 
the students and begins with confidence. In the hallway he notices Baimat, the Kyrgyz language teacher, 
arriving late. Soon loud noise bursts from Baimat’s classroom. Esen gives his students an assignment and 
steps next door. Inside, he finds Baimat asleep at his desk, snoring while the children laugh. Esen feels 
nervous and embarrassed. Baimat wakes with a careless greeting, as if nothing is wrong. Afterward, Esen 
wants to criticize him, but Baimat says nothing, and Esen quietly returns to his own class. 

Why They Learn Russian Back in his classroom, Esen sees that all the students are present. He asks 
why they learn Russian. Alima hesitates. “Agay,” she says respectfully, using the formal address for a male 
teacher, “my father says Kyrgyz is not used beyond Tashkent. Russian is necessary.” Esen replies that 
Kyrgyz is their heritage, but Russian is the language of international communication. 

Lesson Continues Another student asks what would happen if they lived without Russian. Esen explains 
that Kyrgyzstan, as part of a Soviet country, needs Russian for science and technology. A boy from the city 
insists in fluent Russian that it is essential. When Esen asks why he came to the village, the boy falls silent. 
Esen suspects his father has sent him to the village to learn Kyrgyz. He continues speaking about the 
necessity and usefulness of Russian. 

A Visit to Baimat’s House   Esen passes by Baimat’s house and sees him irrigating the apple garden 
while his wife strings tobacco leaves to dry. Baimat greets him warmly and speaks proudly of a good 
harvest. Inside, the house feels old and neglected, the walls worn and unrepaired. They sit on low cushions 
as Baimat’s wife brings bozo, fermented grain drink, slightly alcoholic. Esen sips politely. He asks why the 
house is never repaired. The wife, half-ashamed, says her husband does not care for such matters. On a 
small shelf Esen notices children’s books and only two serious volumes on Kyrgyz language and literature. 
He senses how much Baimat has declined. 

A Teacher’s Indifference Esen reflects on Baimat’s indifference. He sometimes comes to school smelling 
of bozo, careless in appearance. He has slept in class before, promising to change but never truly doing 



so. During the visit, Baimat’s wife brings chicken and mentions that some students are coming. Baimat 
explains that he has invited a few failing boys to help with the tobacco. Esen is disturbed. “This is bad 
upbringing,” he says firmly. “You will spoil the students and their future.” Disappointed and troubled, Esen 
rises and leaves the house. 

To the Cotton Fields Because of the changing weather, the high school students are sent to help with the 
harvest. Three buses carry them to a camp beside the cotton fields. An old man distributes a mattress, a 
blanket, and a towel to each student. Jorokul asks whether there is soap; Baimat jokes about vodka. At 
dawn, Esen rises early. In the distance, the combiners are already moving through the fields. He wakes the 
students and urges them to prepare. Breakfast is ready, and Esen remarks that the local people are truly 
hardworking. 

Work without Guidance Esen leads the students toward the cotton fields, determined to set an example. 
Jorokul rises reluctantly, annoyed that the students have been awakened so early. Soon the local team 
leader arrives and asks who is in charge. After a brief exchange, he tells Jorokul that they must organize 
the work themselves, as all the villagers are busy with their own tasks. The responsibility falls on the 
teachers and students, and Esen feels the weight of leadership settle firmly on his shoulders. 

Under the Cotton Sun Esen gathers the students at the edge of the cotton field and reminds them to 
handle the plants carefully; the peasants have spent months nurturing this crop. When a student asks about 
the average harvest per person, he replies that it ranges from fifty to one hundred kilograms, though the 
sovkhoz,    state-owned farm,   has set no strict quota. He divides them into teams, appointing Alima and 
Jamshit as leaders for a friendly competition with a promised prize from the school and farm. A boy 
complains that last year’s prize funded teachers’ vodka. Shocked, Esen vows this year will be different and 
begins picking cotton himself. 

White Gold Jorokul and Baimat leave the cotton field, placing the responsibility on Esen. Some students 
begin talking and forming small groups. Esen calls them to order. They must work, he says. Cotton is “white 
gold.” It must be gathered before winter comes; it is the future of the country. 

Results At day’s end, they announce their results. Esen has picked 100 kilograms, Alima 80, and most 
others between 40 and 50. One student objects to counting the kilos, saying it was Jorokul’s idea. Esen 
calmly replies that young people must learn discipline through work. That evening, Esen sees Jorokul 
drinking green tea while Baimat serves steamed rice with chicken. 

Evening Games Jorokul complains that Baimat has lost his abilities and is no longer a real teacher, while 
the head of the school is incompetent. Esen insists that setting kilogram limits is necessary for progress in 
cotton picking. Baimat objects, warning that students might get lost if they play in the cotton fields at night. 
Esen allows freedom, and when Alima asks to play, he agrees. Baimat notices Jorokul’s silent message: 
let Esen handle the evening. By morning, the students are energetic and happy. They chat and entertain 
Esen, enjoying his company. Gradually, they grow accustomed to him, and both Jorokul and Baimat are 
pleased with his management. 

Honesty in the Fields One day, Esen notices a student’s cotton sack feels unusually heavy. When he 
checks, he finds stones hidden inside. The student belongs to Baimat, who shows no concern. Later, 
Baimat tries to mock Esen’s students, searching for cheating, but finds nothing. That evening, Jorokul warns 
Esen that publicly shaming adolescents could harm them. Esen insists students must learn honesty.   
Jorokul and Baimat grow to envy Esen’s respect among the students. By the end of the season, the class 
collects a hundred tons of cotton. They receive their salary and return home with pride, and joy. 

Calves and Lessons One day, Meder, the calf herder, hosts guests: a newspaper editor and the head of 
the culture department. Meder, the calf herder, is tired of constant visitors. They ask if he needs anything. 
Ironically, he jokes that the calves need a TV to watch cartoons. In the warm shed, he places two stoves. 
The editor writes about it. His father warns the calves would die from cold if they go out from hot shed. 



Outside, Esen and his students offer help. Meder frowns but stays polite. “You are late,” he says. “The 
calves want to study too. I can manage forty myself; students should study.” 

Whispers in the Office Esen tells the head of the school that students should not miss classes under 
excuses, repeating the calf herder’s complaint. Instead of support, he meets suspicion. The head begins to 
fear that Esen wants his position. He calls Jorokul and asks whether Esen tried to lead in the cotton fields. 
Jorokul replies that Esen did not seek leadership but worked well. Asked about his character, Jorokul hints 
that Esen seems slightly arrogant, perhaps with hidden aims. Then he praises his honesty and energy, 
knowing it will irritate the head. Uneasy, the head orders Jorokul to find Esen’s weak points. 

A Dangerous Proposal The next day, the head holds a meeting and criticizes the students’ poor results 
in every class for the second quarter. Esen remains silent at first, then calmly says the Russian language 
has not been properly taught. The previous teacher left because of housing problems, and the new one 
does not know Russian well. “Let us create a commission,” he suggests. The head grows furious; he has 
secretly appointed his own wife as the teacher, and only Jorokul knows it. Jorokul feels triumphant. If a 
commission comes, all defects will appear. Quietly, ambitions begin to surface. 

At the Pasture Lands 

On the Summer Pasture Alima rides easily, laughing as Esen struggles to control a proud stallion. He 
feels awkward, yet admires her beauty and confidence. She wonders why boys her age are rude, while this 
teacher is gentle and respectful. In the hills, a pair of deer pause and watch them. Alima shows her father’s 
pasture, fine horses, white sheep, and endless grass. Nature lifts Esen’s spirit. When his stallion turns wild, 
fighting for mares, Esen dismounts. Kadyrkul greets him warmly, like a father. Inside the bright yurt, over 
kymyz and lamb, Esen feels peace, warmth, and a quiet sense of belonging. 

Trust on the Pasture Kadyrkul invites Esen not only as a guest, but to measure the man who may guide 
Alima on future journeys. The mother watches quietly, suspecting that any stranger can bring danger. Yet 
Kadyrkul feels trust. He sees respect in Esen’s words and calmness in his eyes. By the fire, Kadyrkul speaks 
softly about Esen’s mother, how she struggled. Kadyrkul says he is happy that Esen has returned to his 
home village. The land remembers him, he says, and so do the people. A man should not wander forever. 
He should build a house where his mother once lived and settle down among his own people. 

Morning on the Pasture At dawn Kadyrkul and his wife drive the cattle to the hills. Esen wakes and sees 
Alima still sleeping; she had risen at night to carry a lamb into the yurt while the storm howled. Watching 
her, he understands that he likes her. For a moment he fears she might open her eyes, catch his gaze, and 
tell her mother, but he knows she will not. Raised in the city, Esen is enchanted by pasture life. Kadyrkul 
shows him wide valleys and shining streams. Alima and Esen gather mountain herbs, race their horses, 
and laugh. She wins, bright as morning. 

Esen’s Childhood 

Hunger in the Field, 1944 In 1944, four-year-old Esen walks across a ploughed field with his mother, 
Kanym. He chases butterflies but soon cries from hunger. She tells him not to run, searching instead for 
wild greens. From the soil she gathers ten grains of wheat and places them in his palm. To comfort him, 
she tells a legend about a mother who boiled stones that turned into food by morning. Hoof beats break the 
silence. Kadyrkul, the team leader, strikes her with a whip for not working. She shields Esen, silent in pain. 

A Marriage of Choice Kanym is only twenty-two, an only daughter once promised to an ugly groom in an 
arranged marriage. At the district committee, she stands silent when asked if she agrees. A young official 
gently asks whether she is being forced. The chairman refuses to issue the marriage certificate. Outside, 
angry relatives are waiting. The official speaks firmly about equality and a woman’s right to choose. When 
the chairman asks if she would marry the young official Jainak instead, she softly says yes. They wed, and 



he becomes a teacher. Soon war begins. Jainak leaves for the front, learns she is pregnant with Esen, and 
later falls in battle. 

Bread of Hunger Before leaving for war, her husband asks Kanym to stay with old Koshmat and his wife 
until he returns. When news of his death arrives, relatives press her to marry Koshmat. She refuses and 
moves with little Esen into a small shed where they once lived. At night Kadyrkul comes quietly, asking 
forgiveness, bringing a small bag of talkan, roasted, ground barley. Kanym cooks thin soup; mother and 
son drink in silence. Famine tightens the village. Hearing the name Jainak, she hopes her husband has 
returned, but it is another man. Illness takes her. By morning, Esen whispers “Mother,” and she does not 
wake up. 

The Road to the Orphanage Villagers bring pieces of bread and carry Kanym to the cemetery. Esen 
follows, crying “Mother,” not yet understanding death. Kadyrkul takes the boy home and tells his children, 
“You have another brother.” Yet Esen sits apart, hollow with grief. At last, Kadyrkul borrows the village’s 
only car and drives him to the orphanage. A nurse waits at the gate. “Please, take care of this child,” 
Kadyrkul says. He bends close: “You will return to the village one day.” Esen clings to the fading road, still 
calling for his mother as the doors close behind him. 

Trip with Students 

Waves of Jealousy Only five students join the trip; the others refuse, including quiet Jamshitbek, the calf 
herder’s son, gifted in art. From Tash-Komur they travel by train to Frunze, two long days through changing 
landscapes and languages. Esen shows them museums and cinema; the world feels wide. They continue 
to Issyk-Kul, where the blue lake astonishes them. Jamshitbek stands speechless; Alima laughs, telling him 
to close his mouth. One day they sail. Esen feels a sting of jealousy watching Alima and Jamshitbek 
together. A sudden wave strikes; their boat overturns. Esen swims desperately as the water carries them 
all back to shore. 

Jainak and His Wife 

The Quiet Apartment In a small two-bedroom city apartment, an old man rests on the couch while his wife 
moves about in the kitchen. A knock at the door prompts him to mutter, “If anyone asks, I am sick.” The 
post office woman delivers one hundred soms; his wife signs, and they sit together, talking about life, 
doctors, and the quiet of old age. She urges him to write memoirs, but he refuses, recalling how he was 
once a boss for twenty years, arrogant and surrounded by flatterers, while she focused on beauty and 
keeping their home. 

Fading Authority Another knock brings the pension. They sign and reminisce about youthful days: dinners 
with officials, favors given, careers influenced. He remembers helping a man become head of the district 
education department, though he himself came from another field. Yet now, outside, even those he once 
elevated ignore him, pretending not to see. Walking with his wife, he feels the weight of vanished authority, 
replaced by memory. Power is gone, leaving only echoes of respect, pride, and the contrast between the 
life he commanded and the quiet, simple life he now inhabits. 

The Child They Never Had The old man confesses his regrets. He speaks of arrogance and empty deeds, 
of power used for pride, not kindness. “Now we are happy only about food,” he says bitterly. He looks at a 
picture of a baby cut from a magazine. Sunlight falls on it, and he whispers, “It feels as if our son asks me 
to go outside.” They have no children. The woman weeps. Once she feared motherhood would steal her 
beauty; now beauty has faded, and silence fills the rooms. “Let us adopt,” she pleads. He sighs—too old, 
too poor, and too late. 

The Photograph A knock comes. The post office girl brings the pension. Another knock follows. A strange 
young man (Esen) enters. He asks if they knew a woman named Kanym. The old man nods vaguely. The 
young man says he carries her memory and seeks her photograph. The wife searches through dusty 



albums and finds an old picture of a young woman sitting quietly. “That is her,” the old man says. The young 
man takes the photo gently. “Who are you?” the old man asks. The visitor replies softly, “If you do not know 
my name, it is all right.” And he leaves. 

The Father Who Lived Esen is happy to find his mother’s photograph, a small treasure against loneliness. 
As he leaves the pasture, Kadyrkul follows him. Esen asks about his parents, about any photographs. 
Kadyrkul hesitates, then speaks: “You must know. Your father, Kurmanov Jainak, is alive. He retired. He 
lives in Frunze.” The words strike like cold wind. Esen had believed his father a hero fallen in war. They 
had received a death notice, but later learned he survived and became a powerful man. “We do not care 
for him,” Kadyrkul says. In Esen’s heart, admiration turns slowly into quiet resentment. 

Esen’s Recollections 

Elena’s Arms He remembers his first day at the orphanage, waiting for someone to return for him, unable 
to eat, hollow with grief. “New boy, please eat,” a nurse says gently. Her name is Elena. When the children 
run outside, Esen remains alone. “How is the new child?” someone asks. Elena places her hand on his 
head; he breaks into tears. That night, frightened by another boy’s raised fist, he hides his face. Elena 
comes, lifting him into her arms. “I am your mother now,” she whispers. He clings to her, and for a moment, 
the darkness softens. 

Elena’s Gift  Elena becomes his mother in everything but name. She pays special attention to Esen, saving 
small cookies and candies for him whenever she can. Sometimes she takes him to her home, where warmth 
replaces the cold walls of the orphanage. When Esen finishes the Kyrgyz-medium school, Elena gently 
advises him to enter the Russian language department. He follows her guidance. Russian literature opens 
before him like a vast horizon; he speaks the language with ease and passion. He graduates from the 
university, works in distant regions, yet his heart keeps searching, seeking his origins and the fading traces 
of his mother. 

A Woman Esen Met 

A Night of Loneliness Three years ago, Esen met a woman in the park. They spoke like strangers who 
recognized the same sadness. She invited him home. They drank wine, listened to music, and shared a 
quiet meal. When night deepened, she asked him to stay. Yet her tears filled the darkness; she wept for a 
life broken by loneliness. Esen did not know how to hold such sorrow. At dawn, he left without farewell, 
carrying silence instead of comfort, and never returned. 

The Bag at the Door Years later, while traveling with students, Esen visits her again. A gray-haired man 
opens the door; a child cries inside. The woman appears, calm and distant. Esen understands and turns 
away. Outside, she follows, holding a small forgotten bag. She tells him she was divorced then, alone and 
wounded. After he left, she met a gentle man who had suffered too. They married and now have a child. 
Esen smiles softly, grateful her tears have found peace. 

School Intrigues 

Not a Newcomer     At the district center    the head of education suggests Esen transfer to another school, 
for Biybala, the head of Esen’s school  has praised him too highly, hoping to send him away quietly. Esen 
refuses with calm dignity; this village is his home. He speaks honestly of the obstacles he faces. A 
commission is promised. When he returns, Biybala already knows. Anger flickers at the thought of 
inspection. “If you cannot work peacefully, leave,” he says. Esen answers steadily, “This is not a private 
school.” He promises to call a teachers’ council and shame Esen before them. Then he presses his weakest 
wound, naming him a newcomer, believing the word itself may one day force him out. 

The Anonymous Letter One day the district head of education comes to inspect the school. He examines 
every complaint, then speaks privately with Biybala and Jorokul before inviting Esen inside. Jorokul’s face 



carries a strange, hidden satisfaction; Biybala looks dark and restless. The official unfolds a sheet of paper. 
An anonymous letter has been sent to the district committee, accusing Esen of arrogance, and worse, of 
assaulting a student girl. The words burn like fire. “What do you say?” the official asks. “Call a teachers’ 
council,” Esen replies quietly. Inside, he trembles. If they all reject him, he wonders, where will he go? 

Before the Council “Do you see? You are in a bad condition,” Biybala tells Esen, almost with pleasure. A 
few teachers lower their eyes in quiet pity. Meanwhile, Biybala gathers his relatives at school, instructing 
them to speak only of bright achievements when the district head calls the council. Esen returns home, 
heavy-hearted. He looks at his mother’s photograph. What is happening, my son? her silent face seems to 
ask. He whispers that his home village will protect him and begins to cook potatoes. A knock comes. Alima 
enters, bringing warmth and order. She peels potatoes beside him. “Do you feel bad?” she asks gently. “I 
am only busy with school matters,” he replies. Then, after a pause, he adds quietly, “It is better if we meet 
only at school. Rumors are already walking faster than truth.” 

The Council of Truth The council begins. Esen speaks first, his voice steady: children’s education and 
upbringing must come before field work or state farm duties. Certificates with A’s and B’s mean nothing if 
no student graduates or enters university. He criticizes teachers arriving drunk, sleeping in class, and 
making students work for personal gain. Some agree; others bristle. Jorokul supports Esen, blaming 
Biybala, who sulks in anger. Arrogance and rumors are discussed. Old teacher Jabai defends Esen, calling 
the accusations gossip. Baimat confesses: he writes the anonymous letter under Jorokul’s warning, drunk 
and afraid. Lies are admitted, truth is restored, and Esen’s integrity is recognized. 

Restoring Order Jorokul denies any wrongdoing, but Baimat confesses: “A month ago, you made me write 
it; you dictated the words.” Jabai is shocked. “Baimat is careless and dirty, but good-hearted,” he says. 
Baimat accepts guilt and asks for punishment. The district head concludes that educational activities must 
improve, and that the assistant head should be replaced. The following week, Esen is called to the district 
education office. Biybala is dismissed, Jorokul is transferred. Esen is appointed head of the school but 
politely refuses, explaining it is better to serve as a Russian teacher, helping students who struggle most 
with the language. 

A Letter from Afar One day at home, a knock comes at the door. Esen asks who it is, and the post office 
specialist leaves an envelope in his hands without many words. The paper feels light, yet strangely heavy. 
Inside, he finds a small postcard from Alima. Only a few simple words are written: “Agay, hello.” He reads 
the line once, then again, tracing the letters as if they carry her voice. Joy and regret mingle painfully in his 
chest. He has never written to her, though he cares deeply and thinks of her often. Why has he remained 
silent? His heart aches quietly, wanting to protect her, to guide her, to do good for her, yet he still cannot 
confess what lives inside him. 

Esen Gains Respect Gradually, the villagers begin to respect him more openly. They greet him warmly in 
the streets and listen when he speaks about school matters. Meder, the calf herder, approaches him one 
evening and reveals that he is in fact a distant maternal uncle. The discovery gives Esen a strange sense 
of belonging, as if roots he never knew he had are slowly reaching toward him. Baimat, once careless and 
hostile, comes to Esen with lowered eyes. He confesses his guilt again and invites Esen to his home. This 
time the house is tidy, his clothes are clean, and his manner is humble.  Yet despite this growing respect, 
Esen often feels lonely. 

 A Vision for Russian Esen is invited to the district educational department. Tajibaev, the head, asks how 
to improve Russian teaching in village schools. Esen replies: invite qualified teachers, provide good living 
conditions, and perhaps open a Russian-medium school in the district center. A boarding school could 
attract many students and strengthen language proficiency. Tajibaev, impressed, announces that Esen will 
attend a nationwide seminar in Frunze to present his ideas. Upon returning, they will discuss opening the 
new school, with Esen as its head. Joy and pride fill him at the thought of visiting Frunze and shaping the 
future. 



An Advice During their meeting, Tajibaev asks Esen why he is still single. Esen says nothing, lost in 
thought. “Years pass quickly,” Tajibaev warns gently. “When you grow older, you may become picky and 
miss the chance. Marry while you are young. A family brings respect in society.” Esen listens quietly. His 
mind is full of education, improving schools, and students’ futures. And yet, he admits to himself he has not 
found a person with whom he can share life. The words linger, a soft reminder that life moves as fast as 
time itself. 

Jorokul 

The Flatterer and the Boss In a pub in Frunze, Jorokul drinks beer, preparing for tomorrow’s meeting. A 
day before, at the hotel, he meets Yunus, head of the cotton state farm, arriving with luggage. Jorokul 
greets him and carries the bags to Yunus’s luxurious suite, eager to flatter him and win admiration. Yunus 
unpacks poultry, drinks, and homemade sausage. Jorokul makes tea, hoping to impress, but after drinking, 
he boasts boldly, calling Yunus the most respected man in the country and requesting favors. Yunus, tired 
of such flattery, calmly closes and locks the door, leaving Jorokul alone with his ambitions and frustration. 

Jorokul’s Bitterness Jorokul sees Esen in the city but receives no greeting. Alone, he mutters harsh words 
to his beer companion, while Esen remains calm. Born out of wedlock, Esen relies on his father in Frunze, 
yet Jorokul gossips about him, feeding envy. After the council, Jorokul arrives in Frunze seeking promotion. 
He dreams of becoming a scholar in Communist studies but fails; he tries journalism, yet his writings are 
rejected. Suspicious and resentful, he hates many. Bitter ambition consumes him, each small failure 
deepening his envy, sharpening his tongue, and hardening his heart against those who achieve what he 
cannot. 

Esen Learns the Truth 

Esen Visits Jainak’s House Esen visits his father’s house. The old woman opens the door and recognizes 
him at once. Two months earlier, she says, her husband Jainak dies on the way to the hospital. In his final 
hours he repeats one name, Esen, and makes her promise to give him a blue envelope. In the letter Jainak 
writes that he cannot call him “my son,” so he addresses him as “young man.” He tells of the war, of a 
severe concussion, of lying unconscious for a year before waking in his parents’ home. His native soil, he 
says, gives him strength to live again. Yet his parents, fearing for his fragile health, refuse to let him return 
to Kanym, whom he loves.  

A Son Too Late  Jainak’s parents  force him to marry an aging unmarried woman in the village. He obeys, 
though without love. Years later he searches for Kanym and learns she has died. Shame, fear, and 
weakness keep him from seeking the child. Only one thing he does bravely: when Kanym is expecting, he 
asks that the child be named Esen. “I cannot call you my son,” he writes, “but take care of yourself.” Esen 
has long hated this man, his weak posture, his distant eyes, the silence between them. Yet Jainak lives 
burdened by guilt, carrying memories of war, lost love, and a child he never dares to find. Esen feels the 
weight of those years pressing through the paper. 

The Return of a Son The old woman confesses they once try to adopt a relative’s boy, but he runs away. 
“I am alone now,” she says faintly. Then she notices Esen’s tears falling without shame. Startled, she asks 
nothing. Esen silently hands her the letter. As she reads, her face changes, confusion, shock, and then 
trembling wonder. “He had a son… Why did he not tell me?” she whispers, pressing the paper to her chest. 
“All these years…”Esen steps closer, his voice breaking. “Mother,” he says softly, “you are not alone 
anymore. You should be my mother and my father at the same time. Let me care for you now.” The old 
woman begins to weep, not from loneliness, but from the sudden return of family. 

Between Past and Future The teachers’ seminar begins, and Esen’s speech is warmly welcomed by the 
Minister of Education. His ideas about improving village schools are praised, yet his heart feels restless. 
After the session, he walks toward the university, thinking of Alima. Perhaps she has found someone her 



own age, someone freer, someone without burdens. Perhaps she has forgotten him. He does not dare to 
see her. 

At the Dormitory Door Esen stands before the student dormitory. Laughter spills from open windows; 
young voices fill the corridor. At the entrance, he notices a village girl with long braids, a modest skirt, and 
simple shoes, teased by the boys nearby. Gathering courage, he asks quietly, “Could you invite Alima if 
she’s here?” The girl nods. “Yes, I know her. I’ll call her.” As she disappears up the stairs, doubt seizes him. 
What if she has forgotten him? What if her feelings have changed? His palms grow wet; sweat beads on 
his forehead despite the cool evening air. 

CHARACTER ANALYSIS 

Esen 

Esen is principled, disciplined, and deeply idealistic. Orphaned at a young age and raised without parental 
warmth, he grows into a man guided by moral conviction rather than personal comfort. As a Russian 
language and literature teacher, he believes education must shape character as well as intellect. He openly 
challenges corruption, hypocrisy, and negligence at school, even when it isolates him. Though strong in 
public, he is inwardly vulnerable. His unresolved pain about his father and his quiet love for Alima reveal a 
sensitive, restrained nature. Pride and dignity prevent him from confessing his feelings easily, yet he longs 
for connection and family 

Principled   He firmly believes in justice, honesty, and proper education, even when these values place him 
in direct conflict with colleagues and authority. He refuses to tolerate corruption, laziness, or the 
mistreatment of students. When teachers arrive unprepared or misuse their power, he speaks out despite 
knowing it may isolate him. Even when falsely accused, he does not beg or compromise his integrity. For 
Esen, moral truth is more important than personal comfort or career, and he remains faithful to his principles 
regardless of the consequences. 

Idealistic   He dreams of reforming the school system and genuinely improving his students’ futures. Esen 
believes that education should shape not only knowledge but also character and dignity. He imagines better 
teaching standards, qualified educators, and even the creation of a Russian-medium boarding school to 
expand opportunities for village children. His vision goes beyond daily routines; he thinks about long-term 
change and social progress. Even when others are satisfied with mediocrity, he refuses to lower his 
expectations, holding firmly to the belief that real transformation is possible. 

Courageous   He speaks openly against corruption and false accusations, even when doing so threatens 
his position and reputation. Esen does not remain silent when teachers misuse students for personal gain 
or neglect their duties. During the council meeting, he calmly demands that the truth be examined instead 
of defending himself with fear or anger. Though he trembles inside, he chooses honesty over safety. His 
courage is not loud or aggressive; it is steady and moral, rooted in his belief that truth must be protected 
regardless of personal risk. 

Responsible   He takes his role as a teacher seriously and feels deeply accountable for his students’ 
education and moral development. Esen prepares carefully for his lessons and expects the same dedication 
from his colleagues. He believes that a teacher must be a role model, not only in knowledge but also in 
behavior. When students are sent to work in the fields instead of studying, he protests because he sees 
their lost time as a betrayal of their future. He understands that the success or failure of his students 
depends partly on him, and he carries this duty with quiet determination. 

Sensitive   Despite his outward strength and composure, he feels deeply, especially about family, love, and 
belonging. The absence of his parents in childhood leaves a quiet wound that never fully disappears. When 
he reads his father’s final letter, resentment gives way to pain and compassion. He longs for connection 
but struggles to express it openly. Even a short postcard from Alima moves him profoundly. His sensitivity 



does not weaken him; instead, it reveals the depth of his emotional world and his strong need for 
understanding and acceptance. 

Alima  

Alima is Esen’s student and a university student, young, naive, and very joyful. Despite her youth, she is 
thoughtful and perceptive, showing respect and admiration for Esen’s integrity. She brings warmth and light 
into his otherwise lonely life, offering simple yet sincere gestures, like visiting him at home or sending a 
short postcard. Alima embodies hope, youth, and the possibility of emotional renewal. Her innocence and 
cheerfulness make her a source of comfort and inspiration for Esen, yet her naivety and age create a natural 
distance, making him cautious about revealing his deeper feelings. 

Youthful   She is young, energetic, and full of life, reflecting innocence and naivety. When she rides 
alongside Esen in the pasture, racing on horseback, her laughter and excitement fill the air. She moves 
with freedom and joy, unburdened by worries, showing a radiant happiness that contrasts with Esen’s more 
cautious and serious demeanor. Her vitality and playful spirit make her a source of light and warmth in his 
life, inspiring him to feel alive even amid his responsibilities and worries. 

Thoughtful   Despite her youth, Alima is remarkably attentive to the emotions and needs of those around 
her. She senses when something is wrong with Esen and quietly reaches out, visiting him and offering 
comfort without being intrusive. Though she feels affection for him as a man, she masks it with playful 
gestures and lighthearted teasing, blending her admiration and respect into youthful games. Her 
thoughtfulness allows her to connect deeply without overstepping boundaries, showing emotional maturity 
that balances her joyful and carefree nature. She is considerate, empathetic, and gentle in her interactions. 

Respectful   Alima deeply admires Esen, not just as a teacher but as a man of integrity and principle. She 
values his honesty, dedication, and wisdom, which guide her own understanding of right and wrong. Even 
when she feels playful or youthful around him, she never undermines his authority or belittles his 
experiences. Her respect shapes how she interacts with him, careful, considerate, and attentive, balancing 
admiration with the natural boundaries of student and teacher, while also hinting at the quiet affection she 
holds for him. 

Jainak 

Jainak, Esen’s father, is a complex and tragic figure shaped by war, weakness, and moral compromise. 
Injured during the war and constrained by his parents, he lives a life heavy with regret for the choices he 
could not make, particularly failing to search for his son. His final letter reveals shame, emotional cowardice, 
and deep guilt rather than cruelty. Yet he is also selfish, having focused on his career as a head of various 
executive branches under Communist rule while never seeking Esen. He is corrupt, fond of flattery, and 
surrounds himself with weak, compliant people. Jainak embodies a generation broken by war, torn between 
duty, fear, and self-interest, unable to confront its own mistakes. 

Regretful   Jainak is burdened by decades of remorse over the choices he was forced to make and the 
paths he never took. His failure to seek out Esen or reclaim the love of Kanym haunts him, filling his later 
years with silent suffering. Every memory of what might have been of a family united, of a life lived according 
to his own desires, presses heavily on him. Even small moments, like seeing Esen’s photograph or thinking 
of the child he never knew, deepen his sorrow. His regret is quiet but profound, shaping his final confession 
and the weight of his letter. 

Guilt-ridden Jainak carries an immense burden of guilt for abandoning Esen and losing Kanym. Every 
decision he made, whether obeying his parents, marrying another woman, or failing to seek his son, weighs 
on him silently. His final letter serves as both a confession and a plea for understanding, revealing his inner 
torment, regret, and the emotional cost of a life constrained by duty, fear, and past mistakes. The letter 



shows his longing for redemption, even if it comes too late, and highlights how guilt defines much of his 
character. 

Selfish Jainak often puts his own comfort, security, and ambitions above the needs of others. Though he 
held high positions in various executive branches of the Communist system, he never sought out his son, 
Esen, or confronted the consequences of his past actions. He surrounds himself with flattering and weak 
people, enjoying praise and avoiding accountability. His choices reveal a tendency to prioritize personal 
gain and social status over family, duty, or moral responsibility, showing how his self-interest shapes his 
life and contributes to the pain and distance between him and those he should have cared for most. 

Jorokul 

Jorokul is ambitious, envious, and opportunistic. He flatters superiors and resents those who possess 
genuine ability. His role in the anonymous letter shows his insecurity and fear of being overshadowed. He 
symbolizes career achievement without integrity. 

Ambitious   Jorokul is driven by an unrelenting desire for advancement and recognition. He measures his 
worth by positions of power, social status, and the admiration of others, rather than by the quality of his 
work. This ambition leads him to constantly maneuver within the school and broader community, seeking 
opportunities to outshine colleagues. He is willing to exploit weaknesses, manipulate situations, and even 
undermine others’ reputations if it brings him closer to his personal goals. His vision of success is tied not 
to contribution or integrity, but to titles, influence, and the outward appearance of achievement. 

Envious   Jealousy consumes Jorokul, particularly toward Esen, whose honesty, competence, and respect 
from students and villagers contrast sharply with his own failures. Every acknowledgment Esen receives 
feels like a personal slight. His envy manifests in gossip, scheming, and attempts to discredit Esen, often 
dragging others into his plots. Jorokul’s bitterness is constant, shaping his worldview and interactions: he 
distrusts others’ motives, assumes competition everywhere, and cannot tolerate witnessing merit or virtue 
that eclipses his own. This envy drives much of his conflict and defines his personality within the story. 

Flattering   Jorokul relies on flattery as a tool to gain favor and manipulate those in power. He praises 
superiors excessively, hoping to extract benefits or promotions, while masking his true intentions. This 
charm is calculated rather than genuine, reflecting his opportunistic and self-serving nature. He knows how 
to say the right words, use gestures, and project admiration, yet it is hollow and tactical. Flattery for Jorokul 
is a weapon: a way to navigate bureaucracies, secure allies, and enhance his reputation without earning it 
through merit. 

Baimat  

Baimat is flawed but not evil. Weak, careless, and easily influenced, he participates in wrongdoing but later 
confesses. His transformation suggests that conscience can awaken even in compromised individuals. 

Weak   Baimat lacks personal strength and discipline. He fails to maintain professional or personal 
standards, neglecting his appearance, his home, and his responsibilities. This weakness makes him 
susceptible to manipulation by more ambitious colleagues, like Jorokul, and leads him to participate in 
unethical actions without considering the consequences. His inability to assert himself or resist pressure 
shapes much of his behavior at school. 

Careless   Baimat demonstrates chronic negligence in both his personal and professional life. He comes to 
school unkempt, smelling of alcohol, sleeps during classes, and allows his environment to deteriorate, 
including a house that is never repaired. This carelessness extends to his treatment of students, whom he 
forces to work for his wife’s tobacco business instead of focusing on education. His lack of attention to detail 
undermines the quality of his teaching and his influence as an educator. 



Conscience-Aware   Despite his flaws, Baimat is not irredeemable. When confronted with the 
consequences of his actions, he confesses his wrongdoing, acknowledging the anonymous letter he wrote 
under Jorokul’s dictation. His admission reflects that even a weak and careless person can recognize guilt 
and seek redemption. Baimat’s transformation suggests that conscience can awaken, and he begins to 
take steps toward better behavior, becoming more responsible and conscientious over time. 

THEMES  

Education       

            The story emphasizes the transformative power of education and the moral responsibility of 
teachers and administrators. Esen embodies this ideal, challenging outdated teaching methods, negligence 
among staff, and the exploitation of students for personal gain. In his remote village school, the educational 
system is deeply flawed. Management is weak, teachers rarely pursue professional development or 
capacity-building activities, and many focus on personal gain, flattery, and self-interest rather than genuine 
instruction. The headmaster, Biybala, shows blatant nepotism, appointing unqualified relatives, including 
his own wife, to teaching positions, undermining the quality of education. Students are diverted from 
learning by being sent to work in state farm fields or to serve the personal interests of teachers, as seen 
when Baimat forces failing students to labor for his wife’s tobacco. As a result of this neglect and corruption, 
none of the school’s graduates manage to enter universities. Through Esen’s insistence on honesty, 
integrity, and proper guidance, the story highlights the potential for a single principled individual to influence 
and restore a system in moral decay. This theme underscores that education is not just the transfer of 
knowledge, but the cultivation of ethical values, respect, and dignity, shaping not only individual futures but 
the well-being of the entire community. 

Illustrative moment: Esen tells Biybala, the head of the school that students should not miss classes 
under excuses. Instead of support, he meets suspicion. The head begins to fear that Esen wants his 
position. He calls Jorokul and asks whether Esen tried to lead in the cotton fields. Jorokul replies that Esen 
did not seek leadership but worked well. Asked about his character, Jorokul hints that Esen seems slightly 
arrogant, perhaps with hidden aims. Then he praises his honesty and energy, knowing it will irritate the 
head. Uneasy, the head orders Jorokul to find Esen’s weak points.  The next day, the head holds a meeting 
and criticizes the students’ poor results in Russian in every class for the second quarter. Esen remains 
silent at first, then calmly says the Russian language has not been properly taught. The previous teacher 
left because of housing problems, and the new one does not know Russian well. “Let us create a 
commission,” he suggests. The head grows furious; he has secretly appointed his own wife as the teacher, 
and only Jorokul knows it. Jorokul feels triumphant. If a commission comes, all defects will appear. Quietly, 
ambitions begin to surface. 

Field Work  

The story shows how state-mandated field work affected not only rural school students but also 
students in universities and colleges. During autumn, spring, and sometimes even summer, students were 
required to participate in labor for various collective and state projects. This included picking cotton, 
harvesting potatoes, collecting apples and grapes, digging irrigation channels, and even taking care of 
sheep during lambing season. These obligations often interfered with studies, disrupted academic 
schedules, and diverted attention from learning and personal development. 

In Esen’s village, the practice is especially severe. Students are required to participate in various 
labor activities, such as picking cotton and taking care of calves. These duties fall heavily on young learners, 
often interrupting their studies and exhausting them physically. When students question or hesitate, figures 
like the calf herder dismiss them, saying, “Mind your own business; better go to school and study,” 
highlighting the tension between immediate labor demands and the students’ long-term educational needs.  
While Esen supervises the students and participates in the cotton picking work, Jorokul and Baimat do 
nothing at the cotton fields, relying entirely on Esen to manage both the labor and the students. 



The system prioritizes immediate productivity and obedience to the collective over intellectual 
growth and moral education. As a result, none of the school graduates enter universities, demonstrating 
the long-term consequences of this exploitation. 

Esen criticizes these practices, emphasizing that education should prepare children and young 
adults for life, not just for labor. The theme underscores the tension between state demands and personal 
development, highlighting how systemic pressures can undermine both academic achievement and ethical 
growth.   
 
 Illustrative moment: Esen leads the students toward the cotton fields, determined to set an example. 
Jorokul rises reluctantly, annoyed that the students have been awakened so early. Soon the local team 
leader arrives and asks who is in charge. After a brief exchange, he tells Jorokul that they must organize 
the work themselves, as all the villagers are busy with their own tasks. The responsibility falls on the 
teachers and students, and Esen feels the weight of leadership settle firmly on his shoulders. 

Loneliness and Belonging       

              Esen’s life is marked by profound loneliness and the search for belonging. Orphaned as a child, 
he grows up in an orphanage, separated from the warmth of a family and the guidance of a father. His 
estranged relationship with his father, Jainak, leaves a lingering sense of abandonment and unanswered 
questions. Even as an adult, Esen approaches emotional connections cautiously, particularly with Alima, 
whose youth and innocence make him hesitant to express his feelings. Moments of genuine connection, 
such as Alima visiting him, sending postcards, or simply sharing small gestures of kindness, offer comfort, 
yet the shadow of isolation remains. Esen’s longing for family becomes evident when he visits Jainak’s 
widow. The letter from his father and the woman’s embrace finally allow Esen to experience a form of 
belonging, a surrogate family he has longed for. His loneliness is not simply physical, but emotional, a 
struggle to trust, to love, and to be loved. Throughout the novel, Esen’s journey reflects the universal human 
desire for connection, showing how family, friendship, and trust shape identity and emotional resilience. 

              Illustrative moment: Esen remembers his first day at the orphanage, waiting for someone to return 
for him, unable to eat, hollow with grief. “New boy, please eat,” a nurse says gently. Her name is Elena. 
When the children run outside, Esen remains alone. “How is the new child?” someone asks. Elena places 
her hand on his head; he breaks into tears. That night, frightened by another boy’s raised fist, he hides his 
face. Elena comes, lifting him into her arms. “I am your mother now,” she whispers. He clings to her, and 
for a moment, the darkness softens. 

Ambition and Envy 

Characters like Jorokul and Biybala illustrate the dangers of unchecked ambition and envy. Jorokul 
desires status, recognition, and advancement, which drives him to manipulate others, spread gossip, and 
seek favors through flattery rather than hard work. He envies Esen’s integrity, competence, and the respect 
he earns from students and villagers, intensifying his bitterness and distrust. To undermine Esen, Jorokul 
orchestrates an anonymous letter accusing him of arrogance and misconduct. Baimat, weak and easily 
influenced, writes the letter under Jorokul’s control, showing how ambition can exploit others’ weaknesses 
to achieve selfish goals. Biybala, the head of the school, fears that Esen’s talent and honesty might threaten 
his position. To protect himself, he praises Esen to the head of the district educational department, 
attempting to arrange a transfer to another school while appearing supportive. Their ambition blinds them 
to ethical behavior, leading to deceit, manipulation, and reliance on others to carry out their schemes. Envy 
corrodes relationships and isolates them, showing how personal desire for power and status can erode 
morality. The novel contrasts Jorokul and Biybala’s manipulations with Esen’s principled dedication, 
highlighting that true respect and influence come from integrity and service, not cunning or self-interest. 

Illustrative moment: One day the district head of education comes to inspect the school. He 
examines every complaint, then speaks privately with Biybala and Jorokul before inviting Esen inside. 
Jorokul’s face carries a strange, hidden satisfaction; Biybala looks dark and restless. The official unfolds a 
sheet of paper. An anonymous letter has been sent to the district committee, accusing Esen of arrogance, 



and worse, of assaulting a student girl. The words burn like fire. “What do you say?” the official asks. “Call 
a teachers’ council,” Esen replies quietly. Inside, he trembles. If they all reject him, he wonders, where will 
he go? 

Moral Weakness 

Jainak, Esen’s father, embodies the moral compromises and weaknesses that often accompany 
positions of authority in the Soviet system. As a district-level leader, he surrounds himself with flattering, 
weak people and promotes those who seek favor rather than work genuinely for the community. His 
leadership values appearances and personal advantage over integrity and public service. In his personal 
life, he is dominated by his wife, who prevents children, and shows no interest in Esen’s upbringing or well-
being. He never searches for his son, leaving Esen to grow up in an orphanage, deprived of paternal 
guidance and support. Only in old age, after a lifetime of mistakes and missed responsibilities, does he feel 
regret. Esen’s experiences reflect the consequences of his father’s failures. Growing up without parental 
support, he develops a strong sense of justice, honesty, and personal responsibility, determined to act 
where others fail. His dedication to teaching, his courage in confronting corruption, and his insistence on 
proper education for village children directly contrast with Jainak’s moral weakness and indifference. 
Through Esen, the story illustrates how integrity and conscientious action can emerge even when shaped 
by a legacy of neglect and flawed authority. 

Illustrative moment: Jainak confesses his regrets. He speaks of arrogance and empty deeds, of 
power used for pride, not kindness. “Now we are happy only about food,” he says bitterly. He looks at a 
picture of a baby cut from a magazine. Sunlight falls on it, and he whispers, “It feels as if our son asks me 
to go outside.” They have no children. The woman weeps. Once she feared motherhood would steal her 
beauty; now beauty has faded, and silence fills the rooms. “Let us adopt,” she pleads. He sighs, too old, 
too poor, and too late. 

Russian Language: Russification  

One of the significant themes is the role of the Russian language and the process of Russification 
in the Soviet Union, particularly in the context of Kyrgyz schools. The novel shows how Russian was 
positioned as the language of authority, administration, and higher education, while local languages like 
Kyrgyz were often marginalized in professional and academic settings, though it was positioned as the 
language of cultural identity. Esen, a Russian language and literature teacher, represents   the promotion 
of Russian literacy.   Russification is reflected not only in language policy but also in social and educational 
structures. The school system emphasizes Russian-medium instruction, and mastery of Russian becomes 
essential for students’ academic success and social mobility. At the same time, the novel portrays the 
challenges of enforcing this policy in remote villages, where teachers are unprepared, resources are limited, 
and local traditions remain strong. Esen’s struggle to maintain high educational standards highlights the 
conflict between Soviet modernization policies and the realities of village life. Through this theme, the novel 
explores the broader cultural and political impact of the Soviet system, showing how language served as a 
tool of control and social integration. The novel also raises questions about identity, cultural preservation, 
and the responsibilities of teachers who navigate between the imposed Russian curriculum and the needs 
of local students. 

Illustrative moment: Back in his classroom, Esen sees that all the students are present. He asks 
why they learn Russian. Alima hesitates. “Agay,” she says respectfully, using the formal address for a male 
teacher, “my father says Kyrgyz is not used beyond Tashkent. Russian is necessary.” Esen replies that 
Kyrgyz is their heritage, but Russian is the language of international communication. Another student asks 
what would happen if they lived without Russian. Esen explains that Kyrgyzstan, as part of a Soviet country, 
needs Russian for science and technology. A boy from the city insists in fluent Russian that it is essential. 
When Esen asks why he came to the village, the boy falls silent. Esen suspects his father has sent him to 
the village to learn Kyrgyz. He continues speaking about the necessity and usefulness of Russian. 


