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Seytek

OVERVIEW

Epic poem  The Seytek epic, like Manas and Semetey, exists in multiple versions. Seytek is the main
hero of the third part of the Manas trilogy. He is the grandson of Manas. Many talented bards treated
Seytek with the same reverence and devotion as Manas and Semetey, dedicating their poetic skills to its
performance. The great bards never separated the three parts of the epic; when Manas was mentioned,
his son Semetey and grandson Seytek were always remembered together.

Despite the epic depth of Manas, Semetey, and Seytek, no full-scale serious feature films have yet been
produced; however, several important stage dramas have been successfully staged. One of the most
notable is the two-part epic-heroic drama Seytek by Jalil Sadykov, based on the Seytek section of the
Manas trilogy. It was staged in 1987 at the Kyrgyz State Academic Drama Theater.

Scholarly insight into the epic is provided by Aynek Jaynakova’s book Seytek — The Final Part of the Manas
Trilogy (1984), which analyzes the version performed by the renowned bard Sayakbay Karalaev. Jaynakova
examines the role of Seytek epic poem within the trilogy, its themes, characters, and the interaction between
oral tradition and individual storytelling style. She concludes that Seytek completes the Manas trilogy while
standing as an independent epic, reflecting the historical experience and social life of the Kyrgyz people
and enriching the trilogy with new ideas and narrative depth.

Bards The epic Seytek is the third part of the Manas trilogy, representing a complete thematic and
artistic section with its own structure and gallery of characters. In all known full versions, certain events
from Manas continue through Semetey and then conclude in Seytek. The written recording of the epic
began during the Soviet era, starting in the late 1920s. In 1927-1928, one of the full versions of Seytek was
recorded by the performer Saryk uulu Jakhshylyk in 27,000 lines. Throughout different periods, thirteen
versions of the epic were written down (including the version recorded by Vasily Radlov ). Among them,
Togolok Moldo’s version (1936—1938) contained 2,230 lines, while Musulmankulov Moldobasan’s version
recorded by Kurman Kydyrbaeva in 1945 contained 4,800 lines. Another version recorded from Shapak
Yrysmendeev in 1936 reached 14,718 lines, and the material he submitted in 1948 included 7,840 lines.
Additional versions were recorded from Bagysh Sazan uulu (1938-1941, 5,580 lines) and Mambet
Chokmor uulu (1972, 23,340 lines). The largest recorded material, 84,697 lines, was collected from
Sayakbay Karalaev by Kurman Kydyrbaeva between 1940-1947. This version holds a special place among
the extensive variants of the epic and significantly completes the trilogy. Smaller collections were also
recorded from Aktan Tynybek uulu, Almabek Toychubek uulu, Mambetaly Ashymbay uulu, and Shaabay
Aziz uulu.

Background Like Semetey, the epic poem Seytek also starts with the Kyrgyz people being divided,
heroes losing, and suffering. But it is wrong to say that this is just a repeat of the old story, where the same
events are told again. A key feature of Seytek is that the traditional plot is enhanced and made more
meaningful. The story starts with people waiting eagerly for the birth of a hero who will continue his
father's work. The whole community hopes that Seytek will be born safely and grow up strong. The epic
describes the suffering caused by betrayal and the harsh life of the people. Their life improves only when
Seytek becomes a strong warrior, which makes him respected and honored. Once Seytek becomes
powerful, the hidden enemies are revealed. The fight against them is not for conquest, but to return to and
protect their homeland.

MAIN CHARACTERS



Seytek — the central hero of the epic

Semetey — the father of Seytek; son of Kanykei and Manas

Aichurok — the mother of Seytek; the wife of Semetey

Kanykei — the grandmother of Seytek, the mother of Semetey, the wife of Manas
Kulchoro — the main warrior of Seytek; a close friend of Semetey

Karadoo — an important ally who supports the family and helps Seytek
Kanchoro — the main antagonist; a cruel ruler

Kiyas — arival or enemy who opposes Seytek

SYNOPSIS

After Semetey disappears, Kiyas captures Aichurok and forces her into marriage. Kiyas becomes cruel and
rules the Kyrgyz with terror. Bakay and Kanykei suffer under him, while Kulchoro is wounded and enslaved.
Yet Aichurok secretly protects the future of Manas: she hides her pregnancy, uses magic to deceive Kiyas,
and gives birth to Seytek after a long, difficult labor. When Kiyas threatens the child, Aichurok threatens
him with the sword Aktinte and the support of her father, Akun Khan, forcing him to accept the baby.
Karadoo, a warrior, finds Seytek and reveals his true lineage. He explains how Kanchoro and Kiyas
betrayed Semetey. Kulchoro is healed by the healer Kyzylsart, and Seytek learns the truth about his father’s
death. Together they begin their path of revenge and liberation. Seytek proves his courage by protecting
Kulchoro from enemies, and Aichurok uses magic to save him from Kiyas’s wrath. In the final battle, Seytek
and Kulchoro defeat Kiyas. Later, Kulchoro returns to Talas and kills Kanchoro, freeing the Kyrgyz people.
Meanwhile, the people are still waiting for Semetey. Karadoo finds Semetey in the dark cave, but he is
trapped in a spiritual world, unable to hear or see. Kanykei arrives, embraces her son, and restores him
with her sacred milk. Semetey awakens, returning to the living world, and his return renews the spirit of the
Kyrgyz. Seytek becomes their khan, bringing peace and unity. After a great celebration, Semetey, Bakay,
Kanykei, Kulchoro, and Aichurok leave, entrusting the land to Seytek’s care.

SCENES
BIRTH

Kiyas’ Cruelty and Aichurok’s Fate After Semetey disappeared, Kiyas took Aichurok as a war prize and
made her his wife in Chon-Urgench place. Manas’ mother, Chyiyrdy, killed herself in despair. Bakay and
Kanykei were mocked and given to Kiyas’ men as “goats for the game.” The wounded Kulchoro was
captured, his right side cut, and he was made a servant. Kanchoro married Chachykey, took power, and
ruled the Kyrgyz. The people lived under his harsh control, suffering in silence.

Aichurok’s Secret Plan When Aichurok married Kiyas, she was three months pregnant. To protect her
honor, she used magic: she blindfolded Kiyas and each night sent different women to sleep beside him.
She wore the old witch’s robe and spent the nights alone in the north side of the yurt. Though forced to be
Kiyas’ wife, she secretly carried Semetey’s son and lied that the child was his, keeping the lineage of Manas
alive.

The Birth of Seytek When the time came to give birth, Kiyas doubted the baby’s origin and tried to kill the
newborn. Aichurok noticed his plan and stopped him before he could harm the child. Her long pregnancy
of twelve months and the long labor signaled that a great hero was about to be born. The danger around
the birth showed that the child was destined for greatness, and Aichurok’s courage protected him from
death and kept the future of Manas’ lineage alive.

Aichurok’s Warning When Kiyas plotted harm against the unborn child, Aichurok brought the sword
Aktinte from Talas, Semetey’s homeland like a hidden storm. She wore the old witch’s robe and spoke with
a sharp, quiet power. She warned Kiyas that if he harmed the baby, she would bring soldiers from Akun



Khan’s city—Akun Khan, the king of Afghans and her father—and crush his strength. Afraid of her fierce
spirit, Kiyas agreed to hold a grand naming celebration.

The Name Revealed At the feast, Kiyas promised rich rewards to anyone who would name the child, but
the crowd remained silent, trembling like leaves in wind. Then, from the shadows, a cold and torn figure
appeared—dervish wandering holy man, like a ghost of the steppe. He held the sword Aktinte and spoke
with the voice of old legends, remembered the child’s ancestry, and declared, “His name shall be Seytek.”
Then he vanished, leaving the people in awe.

Karadoo Tells the Truth Karadoo, one of the warriors finds Seytek while he is hunting with his falcon. A
tall, strong man with a black horse, a deep voice, and a sword at his waist approaches him. He is the hero
Karadoo, who once served Kiyas. He came on purpose to tell Seytek about his ancestry. He explains that
Kanchoro, Kiyas, and Toltoy were enemies of his father Semetey and betrayed him. He also reveals the
fate of Semetey’s friends Bakay, Kanykei, and Kulchoro, and asks Seytek to seek revenge.

Kulchoro’s Life Karadoo then leaves to find Kyzylsart healer to cure Kulchoro, the friend of Semetey.
Kulchoro, now a slave under Karagul, hears from herdsman that Seytek is alive and growing. She goes to
meet Aichurok. When Kiyas plans to kill Kulchoro, Aichurok begs him to spare her, saying she will bring
her father’s support.

Seytek’s First Heroic Deed After healing and regaining her strength, Kulchoro asks to take Seytek with
him on horseback. Seytek, now grown and strong, learns from Kulchoro that Semetey was Kkilled by
Kanchoro’s hatred. He feels shame for not knowing sooner. Aichurok tells him the main enemy is Kanchoro,
not Kiyas. When Kulchoro learns that Kanykei and Bakay were left behind, she blames Aichurok and
decides to go to Talas homeland. Karagul tries to stop him, but Seytek attacks the herdsmen to protect
Kulchoro. This is his first brave act.

Aichurok’s Magic and Seytek’s Truth Aichurok asks Kiyas for the horse Tootoru so she can visit Seytek
while he is herding horses, but Kiyas gives the horse unwillingly. Tootoru becomes angry at Kiyas and tries
to kill Aichurok. Aichurok uses her magic and turns Kiyas’s wild horse into a dull, sheep-like animal, taking
away its speed and power. Then she meets Kyzylsart, Kulchoro, and Seytek. Seytek finally learns his full
origin from his mother Aichurok. She tells him that his grandfather was the great Manas and that Semetey
disappeared mysteriously. She also gives Kulchoro weapons, armor, and supplies, preparing them for
revenge.

Kulchoro’s Healing and Seytek’s Mission Kulchoro, weakened by slavery, and is healed by Kyzylsart,
who uses black medicine and red ointment. He regains her strength and decides to seek revenge on Kiyas.
Seytek and Aichurok then prepare to travel. On the road, Seytek tests his strength and loyalty. Karagul tries
to stop them, but Seytek attacks the herdsmen and defends Kulchoro. The journey shows that Seytek is
ready to face the enemy. He now knows his mission: to free his people and avenge his father’s death.

Kiyas’s Dream and the War Begins Kiyas gathers his people and says he suspects Aichurok and Seytek.
That night he dreams of horse Tootoru flying toward the moon with a golden sash, wearing Seytek’s blue
coat. The dream causes fear and confusion. Kiyas tries to interpret it but cannot.

The Final Duel and Kulchoro’s Revenge Kiyas fights Kulchoro and Seytek for six days. Kiyas grows
weaker and asks Seytek for help, saying, “If you show your strength, touch Tootoru.” Aichurok then
sacrifices Tootoru, sending him to Manas's spirit. Seytek finally kills Kiyas. Karadoo becomes leader of the
people.

Kulchoro’s Arrival Kulchoro, brave and fearless, enters Kanchoro’s palace without hesitation. Kanchoro
is deeply pleased, thinking he finally controls the powerful Kulchoro. He sits proudly on his throne, mocking
the Kyrgyz people and praising his own cruelty. But Kulchoro does not speak like a frightened guest. He
stands tall and strong, and his heart burns with anger. He refuses to bow, and he refuses to accept



Kanchoro as his lord. He reminds Kanchoro of their past friendship and brotherhood, but Kanchoro only
grows angrier.

KANCHORO

Kanchoro’s Challenge Kanchoro calls Kulchoro a traitor, and his soldiers surround him. Kulchoro is not
afraid of death. He challenges Kanchoro, saying that true kinship is stronger than revenge. He warns
Kanchoro that the hatred he keeps will destroy him.

The Battle Begins The tension explodes into violence. Kulchoro, with the strength of a warrior, begins
fighting fiercely. Kanchoro’s guards rush to attack, but Kulchoro breaks through them like a storm. Aichurok
and the people watch in fear and hope, because they know that if Kulchoro wins, Kyrgyz will be freed from
Kanchoro’s tyranny. Kulchoro uses his sword with great skill. He cuts through Kanchoro’s guards and
breaks their defense. Kanchoro becomes furious and attacks with all his power, but his strength is not
enough. Kulchoro’s courage is like a fire that cannot be stopped. In the end, Kanchoro falls under Kulchoro’s
blade.

The End of Kanchoro and the Rise of Hope Kanchoro collapses, defeated and dying. His body falls like
a dark storm, and the palace becomes silent. The people feel both relief and sorrow, because the cruel
tyrant is dead, but the land has suffered much. Kulchoro stands over him and declares that Kanchoro'’s
tyranny ends here. He honors the fallen and warns others who might continue the evil.

Joy Returns to the People As Kanchoro dies, the people finally feel freedom returning. Kulchoro and
Aichurok lead the people out of fear and into hope. The Kyrgyz tribes unite, and the land begins to heal.
The people truly return to Talas and step again onto ancestral land. Though the land remembers fire and
blood, it still waits for its children. Talas breathes again, and joy quietly rises among the people.

Aichurok’s Lament for Talas Aichurok stands upon the land and mourns Great Talas, the sacred
inheritance of the ancestors. She weeps for broken trees, fallen signs, and the traces of destruction left by
Kanchoro. Places once filled with games, songs, and laughter now stand silent. Brides and girls once
celebrated here, and heroes gathered in joy. Her tears fall not only in sorrow but in devotion. She believes
the land still holds strength and memory. Through grief, her love binds her to Talas and gives her voice
power.

The Return of Kanykei and the Shared Grief Kanykei appears, worn by suffering, like one who rises from
the grave. Her body is weak, yet her spirit remains strong. When Aichurok sees her, she falls before her
and cries, calling her mother. Kulchoro also weeps, remembering Kanykei’s care and sacrifice. Mother and
child embrace, and their tears soften the world around them. People cry, animals cry, trees seem to bow,
and the earth itself mourns. In this moment, grief eases and broken bonds are restored.

Oath against Kanchoro and Hope for Seytek The people gather and speak with one voice against
Kanchoro, the cruel ruler who scatters tribes and destroys lives. They remember his greed, violence, and
betrayal. United by anger and sorrow, they swear an oath to stand together. They choose justice and call
Seytek their rightful leader. Kulchoro calms their rage with wisdom and reminds them of unity. Through
shared vows and faith, the people turn toward hope, believing Talas rises again and peace returns to the
land.

SEMETEY RETURNS

Karadoo, Manas’s Warrior, Sees Semetey in the Black Cave Karadoo, one of Manas’s faithful warriors,
rides through harsh passes and narrow ridges until he reaches Kayypchy’s Black Cave. In the fading light,
he sees a tall, motionless figure, dark as a mountain. His heart trembles as he recognizes Semetey,
Manas’s son. Karadoo calls out with a warrior’s voice, but Semetey does not answer. His eyes do not see,
his ears do not hear. He stands between worlds, alive in body but lost in spirit.



Kulchoro Holds the Silent Hero Kulchoro blocks the narrow path and refuses to let Semetey vanish again.
He grips the reins of the hero’s horse and cries out in pain and loyalty. He reminds Semetey of battles
fought together, of shared blood and brotherhood. His words burn with grief, yet Semetey remains silent,
bound by enchantment. He does not recognize Kulchoro, nor does he answer him. Still, Kulchoro does not
step aside. He believes true bonds can awaken even a lost soul.

Semetey Speaks of Enchantment Slowly, Semetey begins to speak. His voice is weak, as if rising from
deep sleep. He tells how he was deceived by magic and beauty. He speaks of Kbkmonchok, the sister of
Aichurok, whose sorcery led him astray. Witches sealed his sight and hearing, cutting him off from the world
of people. For years, he wandered in distant realms, alive but empty. Though his body endured, his spirit
remained captive in the unseen world.

Kanykei Meets and Saves Her Son Karadoo rides swiftly to bring Kanykei. When she arrives, her heart
breaks at the sight of her son. She runs to Semetey, crying out in grief and love. With sacred tenderness,
she feeds him her milk, the life-force of a mother. As he drinks, warmth spreads through his body. His eyes
clear, his hearing returns, and his mind awakens. Through Kanykei’s milk and love, Semetey returns fully
to the living world.

Bakai and the Lament of the Elders Bakai arrives with the weight of years upon him. Seeing Semetey
alive, he weeps openly, mourning the long years of loss and suffering. His tears carry the sorrow of the
Kyrgyz people. Mountains and trees seem to share his grief. Bakai speaks of endurance, exile, and faith.
In this shared mourning, the bond between generations is restored. Semetey stands again among his
people, no longer a shadow, but the true heir of Manas.

Aichurok Joins the Circle of Return Aichurok arrives in tears, her face pale with longing. She has suffered
in silence for many years. Though she does not heal Semetey, her presence completes the moment. She
speaks of waiting, guarding his name, and enduring hardship. Standing beside Kanykei and Bakai, she
shares grief and hope. Surrounded by family and loyalty, Semetey is fully returned. The circle of fate closes,
and the path back to his people and destiny opens.

SARYBAY

Fight with Sarybay Sarybay, the son of JeImoguz, attacked Seytek to avenge the death of Jelmoguz, who
was killed by Manas in the past. Sarybay is known as a warrior who brings fear to everyone. His camp is
like a battlefield, and his strength spreads like a storm. He is a living mountain of anger, and people avoid
him even from far away. When he prepares for battle, the ground shakes and the sky darkens. His enemies
lose courage and flee. His voice roars like thunder, and his bravery is like a wild beast. Everyone knows
that facing Sarybay is like facing death itself.

Seytek’s Challenge Seytek, a brave hero, meets Sarybay and knows that this is not an ordinary fight. He
sees the power and fury in Sarybay’s eyes. Seytek’s heart becomes firm, because he wants peace for his
people. He calls out to Sarybay, asking him to stop destroying lives. But Sarybay’s rage is too strong, and
he does not listen. The battle begins, and the two warriors prepare to test their strength. The whole world
seems to hold its breath.

The Battle Begins Sarybay attacks with the speed of a wild beast. His spear strikes like lightning, and his
strength feels unstoppable. Seytek meets him with courage and skill. They fight fiercely, each strike echoing
like a storm. Spears and swords clash, and the earth becomes covered with dust and blood. Seytek feels
the weight of the fight, but he does not retreat. He knows that the future of his people depends on this battle.

Kuyaly, a Female Warrior, Joins the Battle Kuyaly sets out to fight against Sarybay, taking Kulchoro and
Seytek with her. Sarybay’s appearance and heroic reputation are terrifying; he brings suffering to the people
and the land. Kuyaly’s hair is tied up high on her head, and she wears a blue iron helmet. Riding the swift
horse, she looks even more fearsome than before, like a giant warrior.



Sarybay’s Final Moment The battle continues for a long time, and both warriors begin to feel tired.
Sarybay, however, does not lose his rage. Seytek and Kuyaly fight Sarybay in a fierce one-on-one battle.
Eventually, enraged, Kuyaly wounds Sarybay’s chest. Even facing death, Sarybay does not lose his
courage. In the end, thanks to the bravery of Seytek and Kuyaly, the people are freed from this dangerous
enemy and rejoice.

PEACE

Peace after the Battle after Sarybay’s death, the people finally feel relief. Seytek becomes a symbol of
justice and strength. The tribes gather together, and the land returns to peace. The sky becomes clear, and
the people can live without fear. Seytek’s victory brings unity, and the memory of Sarybay remains as a
lesson of bravery and danger. The world becomes calm, and the people can rebuild their lives.

A New Era Begins Kuyaly, the brave female warrior, and Seytek, the hero, receive blessings and ride
out together. They lead the people to Talas, where joy returns. The people cry with happiness as they see
their land again. They settle peacefully in the valleys and pastures, living in freedom. The fear of Sarybay
ends, and the entire community rejoices. Their suffering disappears, and the country feels safe once more.

A Great Celebration The people gather at the wide Talas plains and the sacred place where Manas once
trained his horse. They bring gifts, livestock, and food. Everyone celebrates the victory over Sarybay. The
elders, wise men, and villagers praise Kuyaly and Seytek. They sing and dance, slaughtering camels and
horses, and sharing food with everyone. The feast lasts for nine days. Even the poor and the weak receive
gifts, and everyone feels hope and unity again.

The Farewell and The Promise After the celebration, Kuyaly speaks to the people, asking for their
blessing. She explains that her journey continues, and she must travel again. Seytek, Kulchoro, and the
others promise to protect the land. They urge the people to stay united and strong. Seytek becomes the
guardian of the nation, and the people accept him as their leader. The elders bless them, and their names
become immortal in the epic story of Manas.

The Heroes’ Last Journey After the great celebration, the people honor Seytek as their khan. Semetey,
Bakay, Kanykei, Kulchoro, and Aichurok then address the crowd, giving wisdom and blessings. They
prepare to leave together with no clear destination, only the endless path of fate. When the people hear
this, they worry, feeling afraid and helpless without their protectors. Semetey reassures them: “l am leaving,
but Seytek stays to defend the land. Stay united, keep peace, and remember our promise.”

CHARACTER ANALYSIS
Seytek

According to epic tradition, even before Seytek’s birth and immediately after he is born, it is foretold that he
will become a just ruler who cares for his people and an unparalleled hero. He grows up as an exceptionally
strong warrior, brave, wise, and intelligent.

Fair Seytek is portrayed in the epic as a fundamentally fair and just character whose actions are guided by
moral responsibility rather than personal interest. When he becomes aware of the injustice committed by
Kanchoro and Kiyas, his response is not impulsive revenge but righteous anger rooted in a strong sense
of fairness. He recognizes oppression as a violation of ethical order and feels obligated to restore justice
for both his family and his people. Seytek’s fairness is evident in his treatment of others. After rescuing
Kulchoro from slavery, he prioritizes his recovery by summoning a healer instead of immediately pursuing
further conflict. This decision reflects a balanced judgment that values human life and dignity over haste
and aggression. His fairness is therefore inseparable from compassion and foresight. Moreover, Seytek
applies fairness to leadership. He assumes responsibility for the vulnerable, including elders such as Bakay
and Kanykei, whose suffering symbolizes the collective injustice endured by the community. By seeking to



liberate them, Seytek demonstrates that fairness in the epic tradition involves protecting the weak and
restoring moral balance.

Fearless Seytek’s fearlessness emerges not as reckless bravery but as a morally grounded and socially
responsible quality. After the defeat of Kiyas, Seytek’s inner world is fully oriented toward the liberation of
his ancestral homeland, Talas. His desire to return is inseparable from his sense of duty toward those
suffering under Kanchoro’s tyranny, his people and grandmother Kanykei, as well as the oppressed
common people. This demonstrates that his courage is rooted in patriotic responsibility rather than personal
ambition. The episode on the road to Talas further sharpens this trait. When Seytek encounters the suffering
of his people, his emotional response reveals a hero who is deeply affected by injustice. His compassion
intensifies his resolve to act, showing that fearlessness in the epic tradition is closely linked to empathy and
moral awareness. Seytek’s refusal to allow Kulchoro to accompany him is especially revealing. Despite
being young, he chooses to face danger alone, fully aware that Kanchoro is a formidable enemy. His poetic
refusal reflects a keen sensitivity to honor and reputation: he rejects any action that might invite enemy
gossip or diminish the dignity of his uncle. Here, fearlessness is expressed as self-reliance and honor-
conscious restraint, not bravado. Seytek does not deny the danger; rather, he accepts it without hesitation.

Heroic Seytek’s heroic and warrior-like qualities become fully visible during his first major battle against the
giant Sarybay. Although this is Seytek’s first true war after mounting a fiery horse for the first time, the
conflict is not ordinary: he confronts an immense and powerful enemy, Sarybay, who is described as
burning with rage and strength. Despite the danger, Seytek’s actions on the first day show that he is not
only brave but also responsible and decisive. On the first day, Seytek boldly enters the enemy’s line, driving
them back and using his spear to protect his father Kulchoro from death. This act demonstrates Seytek’s
willingness to risk his own life to save others. It reveals that his heroism is not driven by pride or personal
glory but by duty and loyalty to his family and people. When Kulchoro praises him and says, “You are not
yet ready to face such a powerful enemy,” it highlights Seytek’s youth, yet it does not diminish his courage.
Instead, it emphasizes that his heroic potential is already present. The following day, Seytek challenges
Sarybay to single combat. Facing such a formidable opponent is extremely difficult, and Sarybay releases
his anger and swings his axe with great force. Seytek barely manages to block the blow. When Sarybay
thrusts his spear at Seytek, the young hero survives because his thick coat protects him. This moment
reflects the epic motif of destiny and protection, but it also highlights Seytek’s bravery under life-threatening
pressure. Seytek’s speech to Kuyaly is especially important. He declares that if fate demands it, he is ready
to die, and he expresses a strong desire to take revenge and test his strength against the enemy. At the
same time, he respectfully asks for guidance, saying that he will listen if Kuyaly speaks wisely and
requesting permission to challenge Sarybay. This combination of courage and humility demonstrates that
Seytek’s heroism is not reckless; it is grounded in honor and moral discipline. Overall, the battle against
Sarybay reveals Seytek’s heroic character as a blend of fearlessness, responsibility, and ethical strength.
He is not only a powerful warrior but also a young leader who is willing to sacrifice himself for his people.
His bravery, combined with his sense of duty, makes him a worthy heir to his father Semetey and his
grandfather Manas, and prepares him to become a true epic hero.

Aichurok

Aichurok is portrayed primarily as Seytek’s mother. Her role is crucial in shaping Seytek’s character and
destiny. She is the emotional anchor of the family and represents maternal love, sacrifice, and loyalty.

Maternal Aichurok connects Seytek to his lineage and past. Through her, the epic emphasizes the
continuity of the Manas heroic tradition. She often represents the memory of the family’s origin, suffering,
and hopes. Her presence reminds the audience that Seytek is not just an individual hero but part of a larger
historical and familial mission.

Supportive In the epic, Aichurok frequently expresses grief, fear, and concern for her son’s safety. These
emotions are not merely personal feelings; they serve a vital narrative function by adding a human
dimension to the heroic saga. Through her emotional reactions, the epic shows that heroism is not solely



about battle and victory. It also involves the suffering of those who remain behind—those who must endure
the anxiety, loss, and uncertainty that accompany a hero’s journey.

Aichurok’s role as a supporter is particularly significant because she embodies the emotional and moral
foundation of Seytek’s mission. Her sorrow and fear highlight the high cost of heroism, reminding the
audience that every heroic act is intertwined with the pain of separation and the risk of death. At the same
time, her steadfast support demonstrates that true courage is shared by both the warrior and his family.
Even when she is overwhelmed by grief, she does not abandon Seytek’s cause. Instead, her love for her
son and her loyalty to the family’s destiny strengthen her determination to support him.

Moral Aichurok is also a moral and patriotic voice in the epic. Although she is not a warrior, she understands
the injustice caused by Kanchoro and supports Seytek’s mission to liberate the homeland. Her loyalty to
her people and her determination to see justice restored reflect the epic’s values of patriotism and
righteousness.

Patriotic Her patriotism is also profound and active. Even though she is not a warrior, she is deeply
connected to the fate of the homeland. She does not view the struggle against tyranny as something distant
or abstract; she sees it as an essential duty for the survival of the community. Her support for Seytek’s
mission to liberate Talas shows that she values national freedom as much as any warrior. By encouraging
Seytek, she reinforces the idea that patriotism is a shared responsibility, involving both those who fight and
those who sustain the fight from behind.

Loyal Aichurok’s loyalty is not limited to her son alone; it extends to the entire people and their future. She
stands as a guardian of the moral values and cultural traditions that the epic seeks to preserve. Her
determination to see justice restored is a form of active resistance against oppression. Even when she
experiences fear and sorrow, she does not allow her emotions to weaken her resolve. Instead, her suffering
becomes a source of strength that supports Seytek’s courage.

Kulchoro

Kulchoro begins as a loyal warrior serving Seytek’s father, Semetey. This early loyalty establishes him as
a trusted and experienced hero of the older generation. After Semetey, Kulchoro becomes Seytek’s
principal warrior and the most reliable companion in his battles. This transition symbolizes the continuity of
the heroic tradition and the passing of the warrior legacy from one generation to the next.

Strategic As Seytek’s main warrior, Kulchoro is not merely a supporting character; he is a central force in
Seytek’s struggle. Kulchoro becomes Seytek’s right-hand man, a strategic partner who stands by him in
battle and supports his decisions in moments of crisis. His loyalty is especially significant because he fights
alongside Seytek against the most powerful enemies: Kanchoro and Kiyas.

Kulchoro’s experience as a seasoned warrior is crucial in confronting these dangerous opponents. He has
fought in earlier conflicts and understands the strategies and risks involved in challenging such strong
enemies. Therefore, he helps Seytek to develop effective battle plans, anticipate enemy moves, and
maintain strength under pressure. In the epic, Kulchoro’s support is not only physical but also tactical; he
contributes to Seytek’s victory by combining his own skill with Seytek’s courage.

Loyal Moreover, Kulchoro’s loyalty reinforces Seytek’s authority as a leader. In epic tradition, a hero’s
legitimacy is often confirmed by the loyalty of his companions. Kulchoro’s decision to fight alongside Seytek
against Kanchoro and Kiyas indicates that the older generation of warriors recognizes Seytek’s mission as
just and necessary. It also reflects the continuity of the heroic tradition: the struggle against oppression
continues through the new hero.

Protective Kulchoro’s protective role in the epic is one of the key factors that enables Seytek to mature into
a responsible and powerful hero. Although Seytek is inherently brave and determined, his youth and relative



inexperience make him vulnerable to impulsive decisions and unnecessary risks. Kulchoro, as Seytek’s
main warrior and closest companion, fills this gap by providing guidance, support, and protection in
moments of danger. His protective role is not only physical but also moral and strategic. In battle, Kulchoro
stands beside Seytek to defend him, intercept attacks, and ensure that Seytek survives the harsh realities
of war. Beyond physical protection, Kulchoro also guards Seytek from making reckless choices. He advises
Seytek to consider the consequences of his actions, encouraging him to act with wisdom and restraint. This
is especially important when facing enemies as powerful and ruthless as Kanchoro and Kiyas, whose
strength requires careful planning rather than impulsive bravery.

Kiyas

Kiyas is Toltoy’s younger brother, a warrior of the Jediger tribe, and Semetey and Kulchoro’s sworn enemy.
Toltoy’s death at the hands of a sorcerer may not have been the only reason for his hatred, but it adds to
his desire for revenge. At the end of the second part of the epic, Kiyas is drawn into a major conflict due to
Kanchoro’s deceit, and he becomes responsible for the destruction of Semetey’s royal city.

Oppressive In the Seytek epic, He captures Aichurok as a war prize and brutally tortures Kulchoro, who is
taken captive. He carves out her shoulder and forces her into slavery. Later, when he learns that Aichurok
is pregnant, he tries repeatedly to kill the child even after the birth. Kiyas’ cruelty and lack of mercy are
extreme. When his wife comes to meet Aichurok, Kiyas becomes furious and nearly kills her, angrily asking,
“Why is Karagul still keeping her alive?” This cruelty has its own reason: no matter how much they torture
Kulchoro, his spirit does not break, and Kiyas knows that his attacks are only making Kulchoro stronger.

Coward Kiyas also shows cowardice, though he hides it behind pride and power. When Aichurok’s anger
rises, he suddenly finds himself without a place to hide. Her spirit is like a burning fire that exposes every
weakness, and Kiyas feels the heat of her fury even from a distance. He senses that her heart belongs to
Semetey, and that thought shakes him more than any warrior’'s sword. But the true reason for his fear is
his own guilt. Kiyas knows that he destroyed Semetey’s royal city and seized Aichurok by force. He knows
that he cannot erase this crime, no matter how many warriors he commands. Aichurok does not see him
as a husband, only as a captor. She cannot forgive him, because his act is not just a personal crime; itis a
wound to her people, her family, and the honor of Manas’ lineage.

Arrogant Kiyas carries arrogance like a crown, believing he is the center of the world. He treats fate itself
as a mere suggestion, and honor as something meant only for others. He believes that strength and fear
make him invincible, so he never considers the cost of his cruelty. This pride blinds him to his own weakness
and destiny. He thinks he can control the lives of the brave and the innocent, and even the spirits of heroes
cannot challenge him. Yet, his arrogance becomes his greatest flaw, because the higher he rises, the
farther he falls. In his confidence, he underestimates Aichurok’s spirit, Semetey’s legacy, and the power of
the people. He believes he is untouchable, but this belief leads him straight into the storm he created.

Karadoo

Karadoo is one of the most distinguished heroes in the epic, and his character stands out primarily through
steadfast loyalty and unwavering devotion to friendship. His actions show that he is not only a brave warrior
but also a man of deep moral integrity, guided by honor and commitment to his companions.

Loyal Karadoo’s loyalty is not limited to words; it is proven through enduring actions. After Semetey
disappears, Karadoo remains faithful to his promise and waits patiently for Semetey’s son, Seytek, to grow
up. He does not rush or abandon his duty. Instead, he preserves the memory of his friend by protecting the
child and guiding him at the right time. This shows that Karadoo’s loyalty is eternal and spiritual, not merely
a temporary obligation. Karadoo sacrifices his own comfort and safety for the future of the people. He uses
all his strength to help Kulchoro recover, knowing that Kulchoro is a key figure in the destiny of the Kyrgyz.
His devotion is evident in the way he invests his time, energy, and life into healing and guiding those who
will restore justice. He acts as a guardian of the heroic legacy, keeping the flame of hope alive.



Inner Purity Karadoo’s inner purity becomes clear when he sees Semetey alive again. His joy is described
as immense and uncontrollable, and he immediately wants to return to Talas with him. This shows that his
happiness is not selfish; it is shared with the whole people. When Aichurok rejoices, her joy becomes
Karadoo’s joy, and together they become a symbol of hope and blessing for the nation.

Heroic Although Karadoo has the strength to defeat Kanchoro and free the people, he waits for the right
moment because the epic’s logic requires Seytek to be the one who brings salvation. This reveals
Karadoo’s humility and respect for destiny. He understands that the hero must be born and must rise by
his own fate, not by being replaced. Karadoo’s heroism is not limited to physical strength or battlefield
courage; it is also defined by wisdom and patience. Even though he is capable of defeating Kanchoro and
liberating the people, he chooses not to act immediately. This restraint shows that his bravery is guided by
a higher moral code rather than personal ambition.

THEMES

Fate and Destiny In the epic poem of Seytek, fate is presented as a powerful force that shapes the
life of the hero and the destiny of the people. From the moment Seytek is born, his life is marked by events
that show he is chosen by destiny. His birth itself is surrounded by danger, miracles, and signs that prove
he is not an ordinary child. The long pregnancy, the threats to his life, and the presence of magic all
emphasize that Seytek is destined to become a great hero. Even the strongest warriors, such as Karadoo,
cannot change the course of fate. Karadoo is powerful enough to defeat Kanchoro and free the people, yet
he waits for the right moment because he understands that only Seytek can fulfill the destiny of salvation.
This reveals a major belief of the epic: a hero cannot be replaced. Even if a hero has the ability to save the
nation, destiny requires that the true hero emerges at the right time. The epic also shows that destiny is
connected to the past. Seytek’s ancestry is linked to Manas and Semetey, and his mission is a continuation
of their legacy. The story implies that destiny is inherited, and the hero must complete the unfinished work
of his ancestors. Thus, Seytek is not only fighting for himself, but also for the history and future of his people.

lllustrative Moment: When Aichurok gives birth, Kiyas tries to kill the baby because he doubts the child is
his. But the baby survives. Aichurok protects him with courage and magic. Even though Kiyas is powerful,
he cannot stop Seytek. This moment shows fate because Seytek is meant to live. His destiny is stronger
than any enemy. No matter how hard they try, the hero’s life cannot be destroyed.

Family and Lineage The epic of Seytek is deeply rooted in family and lineage. It shows that the
hero is not only born by chance but born from a sacred bloodline. Seytek is the grandson of the great Manas
and the son of Semetey. This connection makes his destiny more meaningful. The story stresses that the
family legacy must be protected and continued. Even when enemies try to destroy the lineage, the bloodline
survives through courage and loyalty. Aichurok risks her life to protect Seytek and keep the Manas lineage
alive. Karadoo, loyal to Semetey, waits patiently for Seytek to grow and become the true hero. Thus, the
epic teaches that family is the foundation of identity, and preserving ancestral legacy is a sacred duty. The
hero’s strength comes not only from his bravery, but from his heritage and the love of his family.

lllustrative moment: The people in the epic have very high hopes for Manas, Semetey, and Seytek because
they are tired of living under cruel rulers. For many years, the Kyrgyz suffer from violence, slavery, and fear.
Tyrants like Kiyas and Kanchoro control the land with power and cruelty. The people feel weak and
hopeless. When the heroes appear, the people see them as the only hope for freedom. Manas once brought
strength and unity. Semetey is remembered as a brave leader who fought for justice. Now the people expect
Seytek to finish what his ancestors started and save them from oppression. Because the people have
suffered so much, their expectations are enormous. They believe that a true hero must appear to bring
peace and justice. This is why the epic is full of hope and belief that one great leader can change the fate
of the entire nation.

Reincarnation In the Seytek epic poem, reincarnation shows how a hero can disappear from the world
and then return again through fate and love. Semetey does not die like a normal person. Instead, he



disappears into the world of the dead, trapped between life and death. His body stays alive, but his spirit is
lost. He cannot hear, see, or feel anything. He becomes like a shadow walking among people. Karadoo
finds Semetey in the Black Cave. He calls to him, but Semetey does not respond because he is trapped in
the other world. Kulchoro, Semetey’s loyal friend, stands beside him and refuses to leave. He speaks to
Semetey with deep loyalty, hoping that love and friendship can bring him back. Finally, Kanykei, Semetey’s
mother, arrives. Her love becomes the key to his return. She feeds him her milk, and as he drinks, his life
returns. His eyes open, his hearing comes back, and his spirit awakens. The scene in the Black Cave
symbolizes this deep theme. Semetey stands like a statue; alive, yet empty. His senses are gone, his spirit
is absent. This reflects a state of spiritual death, where a hero loses his inner fire and becomes a shadow
of himself. Then, through Kanykei’'s sacred milk, Semetey’s spirit awakens again. This moment shows that
reincarnation in the epic is tied to family, blood, and destiny. His rebirth is a return to his true self, his
lineage, and his duty to the people.

lllustrative moment: Karadoo rides swiftly to bring Kanykei. When she arrives, her heart breaks at the sight
of her son. She runs to Semetey, crying out in grief and love. With sacred tenderness, she feeds him her
milk, the life-force of a mother. As he drinks, warmth spreads through his body. His eyes clear, his hearing
returns, and his mind awakens. Through Kanykei’'s milk and love, Semetey returns fully to the living world.

Hope for the Better Future At the end of the epic poem, Semetey, Bakay, Kanykei, Kulchoro, and
Aichurok gather to address the people. They offer wisdom, blessings, and final guidance, reminding
everyone to stay united and strong. Their words show that even heroes must leave, because life is a journey
that never truly ends. They do not have a fixed destination; they follow the endless path of fate, moving
forward into the unknown.

This farewell symbolizes that the hero’s mission continues beyond victory. The epic teaches that peace is
not permanent, and the world always changes. Heroes may depart, but their spirit and teachings remain
with the people. The departure also highlights the importance of responsibility: while the elders leave, the
new leader Seytek stays to protect the nation. In this way, the epic ends with both hope and uncertainty,
showing that destiny is always moving forward. People fear death and loss, so they cannot fully accept that
their heroes are gone forever. When Semetey, Bakay, Kanykei, Kulchoro, and Aichurok leave, the people
do not simply say goodbye. They hold onto the hope that these great heroes may return one day in times
of trouble. The epic suggests that true heroes never fully die; they live on in memory, stories, and the
promise of return.

lllustrative Moment: After the heroes prepare to leave, the crowd watches them silently. The elders do not
cry loudly, but their eyes are filled with a deep, quiet sadness. Someone whispers, “Maybe they will come
back when we need them.” Others begin to repeat the heroes’ names like a prayer. Their hope turns into a
silent promise: even if the heroes are gone, their spirit will remain, and one day they will rise again to protect
the nation.

Faith and Divine Support In different versions of the Manas, Semetey and Seytek epic poem, the
religious identity of the heroes and the cultural background of the story are not always the same. In some
versions, Manas is presented as a Muslim hero. The characters pray to Allah, follow Islamic values, and
use religious language. This version reflects the historical process of Islamization in Kyrgyz society, where
the epic is adapted to fit Islamic beliefs and moral teachings. However, in other versions of the epic, the
story preserves older, pre-Islamic traditions. These versions include shamanic rituals, nature worship, and
belief in spirits. Heroes communicate with ancestral souls and sacred forces of nature, showing the ancient
Turkic worldview before Islam. The reason for these differences is that the epic was passed down orally for
centuries. Bards from different regions added their own beliefs and cultural elements. Over time, Islamic
culture mixed with old traditions, creating many different versions. Therefore, the epic trilogy can be both
Islamic and traditional, reflecting the complex cultural history of the Kyrgyz people.

lllustrative Moment: Baabedin (the Kyrgyz form of Bahauddin) is a legendary religious figure who is deeply
respected and worshipped in the Seytek epic in Sayakbay Karalaev's version. He is considered a holy saint
and a protector of the people. In Kyrgyz tradition, Baabedin is believed to have lived in Bukhara and became



a sacred symbol of guidance and help. In the Seytek epic, the heroes and people call on Baabedin during
difficult moments: before battles, during journeys, and when facing enemies. They pray to him, ask for
blessings, and offer sacrifices. People also honor him with rituals before and after different events.
Baabedin is not only a religious figure but also a symbol of hope and protection. His presence in the story
shows how the Kyrgyz epic blends Islamic faith with traditional cultural beliefs. Even though the epic is full
of heroic battles, the characters still rely on spiritual support and divine guidance.

Feast as Cultural Unity and Nomadic Heritage In the Seytek epic, feasts symbolize not only victory
but also the revival of national spirit and community unity. During these gatherings, people share food and
drink, and the atmosphere becomes full of joy and gratitude. The feast is completed with music, singing,
and traditional nomadic games, which show the strength of Kyrgyz culture and its ancient way of life. A key
part of the feast is oral poetry singing, a form of improvisational storytelling. The akyn, bard performs heroic
poems and sings stories about the past, praising the heroes and reminding the people of their history. This
live performance keeps the epic tradition alive and connects everyone through shared memory and
emotion. The games at feasts are not mere entertainment. They include horse wrestling, wrestling, arm
wrestling, and tug-of-war, snatching coins while riding along with horse races and spear competitions.
These games reflect the skills needed for survival on the steppe: strength, courage, and endurance. They
also represent values like honor, fairness, and unity. These traditional games and poetry performances are
still alive today and are celebrated in modern events like the World Nomad Games, initiated by the Kyrgyz
Republic. This connection shows how the epic preserves ancient nomadic traditions and continues to
influence contemporary Kyrgyz identity. Therefore, the feast in the Seytek epic becomes a symbol of
cultural continuity; linking the past, present, and future through shared tradition and collective memory.

lllustrative Moment: When Kanchoro falls, a deep silence spreads across the land. The people realize the
cruel ruler is finally gone. Fear leaves their hearts like a storm ending, and hope begins to shine again.
Kulchoro and Aichurok lead the people out of darkness. The Kyrgyz tribes unite, and together they return
to Talas, their ancestral home. The land, scarred by fire and blood, still remembers its woundsx bbut it also
remembers its strength. Talas breathes again, and joy slowly rises in the people’s hearts. They gather in a
great feast, singing, dancing, and celebrating their freedom. The sound of drums and laughter fills the air,
and the land feels alive once more. People race horses across the plains, wrestle in friendly battles, and
play traditional games like tug-of-war and grabbing coins while riding from the ground. The celebration is
loud, bright, and full of life like the return of spring after a long winter.

References:

Seytek (S. Karalaev version; ed. A. Jaynakova). (2013). Bishkek: Turar. (2nd ed., 1172 pp.).



